
Griffith Park Online
The observatory offers 
live views of events..
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BY BRIAN HEWS

Hews Media Group-Los Cer-
ritos Community News has ob-
tained a letter, dated September 
6, 2019, addressed to Caltrans 
from the city of Cerritos that 
blasts the state agency for rerout-
ing tractor-trailer traffic through 
the City due to I-5 construction 
projects.

Shockingly, the rerouting was 
done without notifying the City.

The City is claiming that the 
rerouting has caused over $5 
million in damage to the streets, 
increased pollution in the area, 
increased traffic noise, and in-
creased the safety risk of resi-
dents.

Further the letter states that 
Caltrans is in violation of the 
project’s final Environmental 
Impact Report which obligates 
the agency to coordinate with cit-
ies to minimize adverse impacts 

during the construction period.
“Caltrans has failed to coor-

dinate thus far, and any further 
lack of communication or con-
sultation with the City and its 
residents is unacceptable.”

The City blasted Caltrans for 
establishing a detour route on 
southbound Carmenita between 
the I-5 and Artesia Blvd., and 
eastbound Artesia Blvd. between 
Carmenita and the I-5.

“Neither stretch of Carmeni-

ta or Artesia is a city designated 
truck route, commercial vehicles 
over 6,000 pounds are strictly 
prohibited on the streets, per 
City Municipal Code.”

The Caltrans rerouting of 
trucks has caused severe dam-
age and increased traffic at peak 
hours, the extensive damage 
alone is estimated “to cost $5.2 
million to repair,” and the “aver-
age daily traffic on said streets 
has significantly increased and 

flows onto arterial streets.”
The City then cited the nu-

merous safety hazards caused by 
the rerouting of traffic, concerns 
that have been voiced by Cerri-
tos residents in calls and emails 
to both HMG-LCCN and the 
City.

The rerouting on Carmenita 
takes large trucks by two schools, 
Stowers Elementary and Carme-
nita Middle school in addition 

WWW.LMLAMPLIGHTER.COM
6 DELIVERED TO 10,000 HOMES EVERY WEEK LA MIRADA, CA., NOVEMBER 22 , 2019

Winner of Fourteen 
LA Press 

Club Awards from 
2012- 2017.

See CALTRANS  page  14

CALTRANS REROUTED TRAFFIC WITHOUT INFORMING CERRITOS, ILLEGAL MOVE WILL COST THE CITY OVER $5 MILLION

BY THOM MARTIN

The City of Lakewood held 
its annual Award of Valor lun-
cheon on Nov. 6 to thank the men 
and women of the Los Angeles 
County Sheriff’s Department and 
Fire Department, as well as the 
community volunteers who pro-
tect and serve Lakewood. 

Bridget Perrizo, a staff mem-
ber at Artesia High was honored 
when she helped two people that 
was being attacked by a dog. 

Bridget, was headed back to 
work from lunch when she spot-
ted a dog attacking a woman and 
young boy. The dog had knocked 
them to the ground and they were 
screaming for help. 

Bridget immediately took 

action, jumping out of her car 
grabbing the boy and helping the 
woman. 

She took them to Artesia High 
School, where they received med-
ical assistance and were ultimate-
ly transported to the hospital. 

Because of her selfless ac-
tions, the City of Lakewood re-
cently awarded Bridget with the 
Mayor’s Award at the city’s an-
nual Awards of Valor ceremony.

"I always wondered what I 
would do when faced with a situ-
ation like this one," said Perrizo. 
"By the grace of God, I had the 
courage to take action. I'm so 
glad that both the mom and son 
are okay, and I'm so honored to 
receive this award.”

BY BRIAN HEWS

While rotting trash is accumu-
lating in many parts of Hawaiian 
Gardens, Mayor Myra Maravilla 
and the City Council finally con-
ducted a hearing, waiting an en-
tire week, and allowing the trash 
to accumulate even more, to once 
again discuss terminating CWS’ 
contract.

Under the Ralph M. Brown 
Act, Maravilla and the City Coun-
cil could have sent out a notice 
and held a meeting within two 
days to address the situation.

“Poor leadership, no foresight 
on the situation, typical of this 
City Council,” former Hawaiian 
Gardens Mayor Rey Rodriguez 
told HMG-LCCN.

The staff report included in 
last week’s meeting presented 
clear evidence that CWS was in 
violation of its contract with the 
City, but Mayor Maravilla and the 
Council were apparently afraid to 
pull the termination trigger, leav-
ing residents driving by stinky 
piles of trash for the foreseeable 
future.

The voluminous staff report 

included several default letters, 
which, under California’s Public 
Resource Code Section 49000, 
starts the clock on termination.

City staff even went the extra 
step and attempted to work with 
CWS to cure the breaches and 
defaults starting in March of this 
year, each of which gave CWS 
steps to resolve the defaults.

In addition to the default no-
tices, the City also attempted to 
arrange meetings with CWS but 
CWS did not attend most meet-
ings.

ARTESIA HIGH STAFF-MEMBER RECEIVES 
AWARD OF VALOR FROM LAKEWOOD

TRASH WILL FINALLY GET CLEANED UP IN HAWAIIAN GARDENS

See TRASH page  15

TRASH piles up at a condominium complex in Hawaiian Gardens. The City chose Waste Resources 
Incorporated as their new hauler, who said they would immediately begin trash pick up. Photo Brian Hews.

ARTESIA HIGH staff-member Bridget Perrizo received the Award of 
Valor from Lakewood for saving two in a dog attack.

See HERO  page  15
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Time for Fun!
The O.C. Fair will open this 
year to limited attendees.
Page 3.

High School Sports are Back
Norwalk vs. Downey and kids are glad to be back playing.
Page 10.

See CENTER page  7

The new Belle Fleur Centre 
officially broke ground in 
Bellflower, Thursday, March 25, 
2021.  Their new commercial 
center named Belle Fleur Centre 
will feature a food hall concept 
with outdoor dining. 

The private event was held 
on site at the corner of Bellflower 
Boulevard and Cedar Avenue. 
Michelle Connolly Buie flew in 
from Chicago to help dedicate the 
site and give a bit of Bellflower 
‘herstory’.

Buie is the granddaughter 
of Anna E. Smith who became 
the owner of the property in 
the 1940’s. Smith was born and 
raised in Indiana, and when 
she was about 28 years old she 
announced to her parents that she 
no longer wished to live in the 
cold, she was moving to Florida 
or California. Smith packed up 
with her sister and ended up in 
Long Beach where she met and 
married. Smith opened up a 

See PPD page  13

La Mirada Easter
The city will hold a 
drive-thru event.
Page 7.

Pacific Gardens Medical 
Center, formerly the Gardens 
Regional Hospital and Medical 
Center and prior to that Tri-City 
Regional Medical Center has 
reopened their facilities after 
four long years.

Gardens Regional Hospital 
began shutting down January 
2017 after its proposed sale to 
Riverside-based Strategic Global 
Management fell through. 
According to reports Strategic 
global was unable to meet the 
charity care provisions required 
by the state Attorney General as 
a condition of the sale.

Tim Clark CEO of Pacific 
Gardens Medical Center sat 
down with Hews Media Group 
for a look into the new facility. 
“The original facility closed 
due to financial troubles and 
Dr. Manpreet Singh stepped in 
to purchase the facility as Chief 
of Operations.” Singh currently 
oversees four other facilities.

“We are looking forward 
to supporting the Hawaiian 
Gardens Community,” said 
Clark, “Not just for healthcare 
but we are looking to hire about 

Hydrogen Facility Breaks Ground

La Mirada Adds Preferential Parking District

Many cities in the Southland 
are switching from ‘at-large’ 
City Council elections to ’by-
district’ Council elections, and 
the city of Lakewood is joining 
the trend.

Beginning in 2022, 
Lakewood City Council 
Members will be elected based 
on districts, each representing 
a portion of the city, instead of 
having each council member 
elected by the entire city.

The California Voting rights 

Act strongly encourages cities 
to create district seats, and in 
recent years over 250 California 
cities and school districts have 
transitioned from at-large to 
district elections.

To define the new districts, 
the City council must undertake 
a district formation mapping 
process, led by a demographer 
and legal team to ensure 
the maps meet all legal and 
regulatory criteria.  The City 
of Lakewood is committed to 
transparency and encourages 
residents and stake holders to 
participate.  The entire process 
is expected to take at least six 
months to finalize the new 
district maps.

Introduced by Assembly 
members in 2015, AB 182 

 Pacific Gardens Medical Center Reopens in Hawaiian Gardens

See VACCINE page  12

PACIFIC GARDENS is reopening, to the delight of Hawaiian 
Gardens residents and first responders in the area.

SENATOR BOB ARCHULETA (right) joined SoCalGas CEO Scott Drury and Downey Mayor Claudia 
Frometa at the groundbreaking event this past Tuesday at the SoCalGas Energy Center in Downey. 

In August 2003, the La 
Mirada City Council established 
a Preferential Parking district 
[PPD] program.  The Ordinance 
created a petition program by 
residents for a parking permit, 
while also outlining guidelines 
and enforcement authority. 
Since its creation the City has 
established six PPD areas.

In November 2020, the City 
received another petition from 
residents in the 11000 block 
of Armsdale Avenue, 12808 
Leffingwell Road, 14600 block 
of Richvale Drive and two 
blocks on Rimrock Drive. 

There have been reported 
concerns of inadequate parking 
from local apartments and 
commercial buildings.

Due to that severe shortage, 
along with excessive noise, 
littering and blocking of 
driveways, thirty homeowners 
have requested the addition of 

Bellflower Breaks
Ground on Belle
Fluer Retail Center

a new PPD. Of those current 
homeowners, 28 signed the 
new petition, with two residents 
expressing their opposition. 

During the January 28, 2021 
Public Safety Commission, the 
PPD was unanimously approved 
and recommended that city 
Council adopt the resolution for 
a new PPD. 

It wasn’t just homowners 
requesting a PPD; it was patrons 
of the commercial center and 
the apartment complex. 

City Clerk Anne Haraskin 
added that their study did not 
include car counts and that 
staff did visit the area on a few 
occasions. Each council member 

50+ Can Get 
Vaccine April 1, 
16+ April 15

It wasn’t just homeowners 
requesting; it was patrons 
of the commercial center 
and residents of an 
apartment complex.

BY TAMMYE MCDUFF

BY TAMMYE MCDUFF

Located at Bellflower and 
Cedar, the development 
will boast a Starbucks and 
a Smokehouse eatery.

Women of the Year
Sen. Archuleta's 2021 list 
includes Dorothy Owen.
Page 8-9.

BY BRIAN HEWS

DAILY SAVINGS

BY TAMMYE MCDUFF

137 general care beds;
16 ICU beds; dedicated 
unit of 44 beds for 
COVID patients  

CERRITOS? Lakewood to Move to District Voting

See PACIFIC GARDENS page  12

BY TAMMYE MCDUFF

Voting by district will 
begin in 2022, city will 
hold public forums 
April 13 and 27. California is expanding the 

list of people who are eligible to 
receive the COVID-19 vaccine, 
opening it up to everyone over 
the age of 16 starting April 15, it 
was announced Thursday.

With supply of vaccines 
expected to significantly 
increase in the coming weeks, 
the state is expanding vaccine 
eligibility to more Californians. 
Starting April 1, individuals 
aged 50+ will be eligible to 
make an appointment, and 
individuals 16+ will be eligible 
to make an appointment to be 
vaccinated starting on April 15.

See LAKEWOOD page  12
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It is a place where people come to 
observe and understand the sky. It 
is a place where people stop and 
ponder BIG questions about who 
we are, why we are here and why 
the universe is the way it is. 

Griffith Observatory in Los Angeles 
is all these things, according to Deputy 
Director Mark Pine, who has been in his 
current role there since 2006. In love with 
how the building inspires others, Pine 
started as a volunteer board member in 
1997, and has been hooked ever since. 

“[It] inspires people to be observers, 
whether of the horizon and world around 
them, of the night sky, or of the universe,” 
he said. “We believe observing prompts 
people to stop and ponder the BIG 
questions. Those are the kinds of questions 
that NASA and other space agencies are 
trying to answer when they explore.”

“Griffith Observatory welcomes 

everyone,” said Pine. “Griffith Observatory 
is the most-visited public observatory in 
the world.” 

“The intent for Griffith Observatory 
was always [to be] a place where the 
public could observe,” he added. “It was 
not designed to be a research facility, 
though some limited research has been 
done here over the years.”

 Before closing in March 2020 due to 
the pandemic, their attendance was roughly 
1.6 million people per year. Their visitors 
come from every part of Los Angeles, 
from across California, the United States 
and beyond from all around the world. 
Though they don't know  when they will 
reopen, Pine said they are encouraged 
by the decline in coronavirus cases and 
increase in vaccinations. 

In the meanwhile, the Observatory 
uses their website and social media to 
provide sky charts, viewing guides, and 
imagery that enables the public to observe 
the sky from home. Their popular live 
monthly astronomy and space update,  All 
Space Considered, is offered online on the 
first Friday of each month. 

“We offer live broadcasts of 
significant astronomical events, including 
the Great Conjunction of Jupiter and 
Saturn in December 2020,” Pine said. “We 
will have a similar broadcast for the total 
lunar eclipse this May. We are currently 
working on transforming our in-person 5th 
grade school program into a live, online 
experience for teachers and students.”

Inspiration for Griffith Observatory 
and for Griffith Park came around the 
turn of the 20th Century from benefactor 
Griffith J. Griffith. He developed precise 
specifications for the new idea of what a 
“public observatory” should be including 
what it would house. When the Griffith 
Observatory first opened in 1935, it was 

TELESCOPE HOME
Griffith is home to 
several distinct telescopes.

.
The observatory offers live 

broadcasts of significant 
astronomical events, including 

the Great Conjunction of Jupiter 
and Saturn in December 2020. 

BY LAURIE HANSON

only one of three in the United States, and 
the only one on the Pacific Rim. In 2002 
to 2006, the building was renovated and 
expanded with its theater transformed into 
the Samuel Oschin Planetarium. 

Larger audiences were reached both 
in-person and online, including in media 
and film. Space travel and innovations in 
special effects were made possible with 
the Zeiss Mark II star projector. It can 
reproduce the night sky on a state-of-the-
art 75-foot diameter plaster dome, one of 
the largest in the world, according to www.
griffithobservatory.org.

The Griffith Observatory is home to 
several distinct telescopes. The 12-inch 
Zeiss refracting telescope, located in the 
roof-top dome of the building’s east end, 
has been used more than any other telescope 
on earth to make observations of Halley’s 
Comet, and the comets of Hale-Bopp and 
Hyakutake. Three other telescopes give 
views of the Sun and are located near the 
west rotunda of the Ahmanson Hall of the 
Sky. On clear days, viewers can observe 
both sunspots and solar flares. 

“We look forward to welcoming 
people back to the inside of the building, 
to the telescopes, and to the Samuel Oschin 
Planetarium,” said Pine. 

In 2020, the Griffith Observatory 
celebrated its 85th anniversary. Owned 
and operated by the City of Los Angeles 
Department of Recreation and Parks, the 
entire grounds, building, and telescopes 
are normally open to the public for free 
thanks to City of Los Angeles taxpayers. 
It receives funding and support from the 
Griffith Observatory Foundation, a nonprofit 
partner. 

The mission of the Griffith Observatory 
Foundation is to support and promote 
Griffith Observatory, “as a home for science 
literacy, education, and public astronomy 
through resource development and advocacy 
in partnership with the community.” For 
more information on how you can become 
a member, to volunteer or donate, please 
visit online at www.griffithobservatory.org/
support.

THE MICROBOT 
will have the capacity 

to  unload its drug 
payload right on the tumor.

Ponder BIG questions 
online visiting the 

Los Angeles observatory

GREAT ENGAGEMENT SPOT
Did you know the observatory 
welcomes weddings?
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BY BRIAN HEWS

This past Tuesday, HMG-CN published 
an article concerning the Downey City 
Council's questionable agenda item to 
spend $4,500+ for transportation, food 
and lodging for a two night, three day 
"special ceremony" visit to its sister city 
of Ensenada. 

Armando Ayala, the Mayor of 
Ensenada, wanted to have the council 
visit because of the two decommissioned 
ambulances the city delivered in October 
2020.

HMG-CN also pointed out that the 
charges also included "travel mileage," it 
is 192 miles to from Downey to Ensenada, 
the current IRS rate is 57 cents per mile, so 
each councilmember would have earned 

Downey Council Considered $4,500 Council Junket to Ensenada
$218 for taking the trip.

The four members wanted to travel 
in the next few weeks, but decided to 
wait until May or June according to the 
agenda.

The agenda was stamped "approved by 
the city manager," who is Gilbert Livas.

Apparently, during public comment 
residents voiced their concern about the 
expense.

Like many other cities, individuals can 
submit their public comment to be read 
into the record at a City Council meeting. 

The reaction to the HMG-CN article 
was so strong that the City Council voted 
to cancel the trip.

The vote was 3-2 against the funding 
with Mayor Frometa and Mario Trujillo 
voting yes to fund.

OC Fair to Open July 16 - August 15

LIMITED ATTENDANCE: advance ticket sales will be required and limited 
capacity will give fairgoers more elbow room. 

BY BRIAN HEWS

Yesterday,  the OC Fair announced 
dates for the much-anticipated annual 
event - July 16- Aug. 15. 

The theme is "Time for Fun," 
celebrating the joy of the return of 
Southern California's favorite summer 
festival.  

"We are grateful to plan for an 
exciting, and safe, OC Fair this year," said 
OC Fair Board Chair Natalie Rubalcava-
Garcia. 

"This milestone will allow the 
community to come together to celebrate 
the future and generate much-needed 
opportunities for economic development 
and growth in Orange County."

OC Faisr officials have been working 
closely with public health agencies to 
develop protocols to keep fairgoers 
safe while bringing back carnival rides, 
fair food, entertainment, competitions, 
animals and more to fair fans. 

The plans for the 2021 OC Fair are 
based on health agency projections for the 
summer, but could change if warranted 
by public health conditions.  Advance 
ticket sales will be required and limited 
capacity will give fairgoers more elbow 
room. The number of concessions, rides 

and shopping vendors will be reduced 
and spaced out to provide more distance 
between each. Admission tickets will go 
on sale May 1 on ocfair.com.  "We have 
worked through many different scenarios 
for the 2021 OC Fair and we are so 
excited to move forward with this plan 
because it means that we really can bring 
back the fun, and that's why I love this 
year's theme," said Michele Richards, 
OC Fair & Event Center CEO. "We want 
everyone to continue to follow health 
guidelines and get vaccinated so we can 
finally celebrate summer together again."  
The Fair Board voted to keep ticket 
prices at the 2019 OC Fair rates, $12 
general admission and $7 for children 
and seniors on weekdays (Wednesday, 
Thursday), and $14 general admission 
and $7 for children and seniors on 
weekends (Friday, Saturday and Sunday). 
The current plan is for the fair to be 
closed on Mondays and Tuesdays, as it 
traditionally has been. There is a change 
to move Friday into weekend pricing 
and OC Fair will absorb the online ticket 
sale fees.  Announcements regarding 
concerts in Pacific Amphitheatre and The 
Hangar will be coming soon.  For more 
information, visit ocfair.com.

Cerritos can receive notifications about code enforcement
The community can now sign up to 

receive notifications about the City of 
Cerritos’ new online permit portal that 
will be introduced this year. The portal 
will be available through the City’s 
website and will offer:

 Online Code Enforcement service 
requests and case tracking

• Automated building permit, business 
license and planning application and 
approval processes

• Automated Engineering 
encroachment permit applications

•• Real time applications status
• Streamlined approvals and 

inspections
• Simple public portal navigation
To place your name on the 

notification list, please send an email to 
planning@cerritos.us and include your 
name and phone number.
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STAFF REPORT

The City of La Mirada’s Youth in 
Government students concluded this 
year’s program on March 23, 2021. 
While the presentations are normally part 
of a regular City Council meeting, this 
year’s presentation was slightly different 
to meet social distancing protocols. 

Presentations took place prior to the 
City Council meeting in front of a small 
audience of City Council members, 
family and friends of the students. 
Twelve students from La Mirada High 
School participated in the award-winning 
program.  The students proposed two 
different projects, including an Energy 
Efficiency Initiative and an Art Education 
Program. 

The Energy Efficiency Initiative, 
student’s researched areas in which the 
City could make better use of resources 
including energy audits, xeriscaping, 
upgrading insulation and solar power 
improvements.

The second proposed project was to 
establish an Art Education Program that 

partners students in the community with 
the La Mirada Theatre for the Performing 
Arts. Students would have an opportunity 
to shadow professionals in the field, put 
on productions of their own, and learn 
about the performing arts as a career.

Previous Youth in Government project 
proposals that have been approved by 
City officials include the creation of the 
La Mirada Community Gymnasium and 
Splash!

La Mirada Regional Aquatics Center 
and the College Banner Program that 
celebrates students that want to further 
their education beyond high school. The 
program is sponsored by the City of La 
Mirada and the La Mirada Ebell service 
club. 

For additional information, contact 
the City of La Mirada at (562) 943-
0131.

Due to County health guidelines, this 
year’s program was modified compared 
to prior years.
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the right to vote. (At the time, in Florida, 
all felons - even if they’d completed 
their prison sentence - were disquali-
fied from voting.) A study of this policy 
found that the partisan affiliations of ex-
felons roughly matched partisan trends 
observed in the general public, with 
the overwhelming majority of Black 
ex-felons registering as Democrats and a 
roughly even split between Republicans 

and Democrats among ex-felons who 
are not Black. 

The population of parolees in Cali-
fornia is disproportionately Black and 
Latino. In 2016, 26% of California’s 
parole population was Black (even 
though only 6% of California’s overall 
population was) and 40% of California’s 
parole population was Latino. In Cali-
fornia, Black voters and Latino voters, 
according to the California Public Policy 
Institute, tend to vote Democrat by a 
significant margin.  

However, most research also sug-
gests that voter turnout amongst pa-
rolees would be very low.  The Florida 
study mentioned above found that, 
among those eligible to vote, only 16 
percent of black ex-felons and 12 per-
cent of all other felons voted in the 2016 
election. 

Another study found that only ~13 
percent of ex-felons in Iowa who had 
gotten their right to vote restored in 

2009 and 2010 voted in the 2012 presi-
dential election, much smaller than the 
~55% turnout rate observed in the whole 
electorate that year. 

Given the low turnout typically 
observed among ex-felons and the 
Democratic party’s dominance in recent 
statewide elections - Governor Newsom 
and Governor Brown won each of the 
last 3 gubernatorial elections by over 
1,000,000 votes - prop 17 would hardly 
make a dent in statewide election re-
sults. Even at the local level, where prop 
17 has the potential to be most relevant 
politically, only a handful of races were 
decided by less than 10,000 votes in 
recent years. 

Currently, 19 states allow parolees 
to vote. The passage of prop 17 would 
be perhaps the most progressive shift in 
California’s electoral policy since the 
state began allowing ex-felons (who had 
completed their prison sentence/parole) 
to vote in 1974. 
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BENEFITS OF COPPER REPIPING:

CALIFORNIA LEGISLATURE 
NEEDS TO SAVE COMMUNITY 
NEWSPAPERS, IT'S EASY
BY DAVID CHAVERN 

You’d be hard pressed to find an 
industry that hasn’t been negatively 
impacted by the coronavirus pandemic. 
But when it comes to news publishing, 
the virus has accelerated some difficult 
trends, especially for small community 
publishers.

And now yet another blow to small 
newspapers in California is about to be 
dealt, unless the state Legislature acts 
soon.

A new report warns that the current 
health crisis may accelerate the closing 

of community newspapers across the 
nation. These outlets are critical to 
our democracy. When they can no 
longer afford to continue reporting, 
communities lose a vital watchdog and 
government business is hidden from 
public view.

Right now, many communities 
throughout California are suffering 
the loss of their watchdogs. More than 
a dozen newspapers have suspended 
operations in the last five months, with 
more planning to close in the coming 
months.

Last year, the California Legislature 
passed Assembly Bill 5 for how 
businesses classify workers as 
contractors or employees. In recognition 
of the inapplicability of the legislation 
to the news industry and the economic 
headwinds facing community 
newspapers, the Legislature gave news 
publishers a one-year exemption, but 
when the extension ends in December 
2020, publishers will be forced 
to classify newspaper carriers as 
employees.

This significant change to a business 
practice that has been in place for more 
than 100 years will have the effect 
of increasing the cost of newspaper 
delivery by as much as 85%, a burden 
that is unsustainable for small publishers 
that have also recently been hit with 
advertising revenue declines of 30% to 
50% as a result of the coronavirus crisis. 
Local publishers have sounded the 
alarm with California lawmakers, but 
so far, they have not taken any steps to 
address the devastating impact this will 
have on both publishers and readers.

Small community and ethnic 

newspapers are especially vulnerable to 
economic fluctuations and catastrophic 
consequences, like closure. These 
small publishers are scrambling to stay 
afloat by cutting coverage, furloughing 
reporters and eliminating print 
publication on certain days of the week.

They are expediting their transition 
to digital-first publishing and exploring 
new methods for providing information 
to their communities as more readers 
turn to these methods during the 
crisis. However, cutting print days 
disenfranchises specific demographic 
groups, such as senior citizens and 
other residents who don’t have internet 
access (6%) or don’t have a reliable 
internet connection (up to 25% of rural 
communities). Through losing their 
local newspaper, these groups are losing 
their main source of information and 
their connection to the community.

Keeping news publishers strong 
is in the interest not only of the 
press, but of our greater democracy. 
When they lack a steady flow of 
information, communities suffer a slew 
of ailments, from declining citizen 
engagement to increased corruption and 
declining government performance. 
Fewer people run for office and fewer 
people vote.

At a time when California’s 
unemployment rate is alarming, lack 
of legislative action to extend the 
exemption for newspaper carriers 
will cause even more job losses. If 
publishers are forced to limit circulation 
areas for financial reasons, they will 
have to reconfigure carrier routes, 
reduce home deliveries and cease daily 
publication, which means thousands of 

carrier routes will be eliminated.
To save California newspapers, at a 

minimum, the Legislature must extend 
the exemption to AB 5, which will 
provide newspapers with more time 
to get past COVID-related advertising 
declines and to adjust their operations 
to meet changing consumption patterns. 
In addition, to further aid ethnic and 
community news publishers, the 
Legislature should prioritize these 
outlets for public outreach ads. Not 
only will this help provide residents 
with access to key local resources and 
public health information, it will help 
these community outlets bridge the 
financial gap without any additional 
state funding.

If California’s lawmakers don’t 
act soon to help community news 
publishers, they risk losing a vital 
local voice for their constituents – and 
themselves.

David Chavern is president 
and CEO of News Media Alliance, 

the news industry’s largest 
trade organization, david@

newsmediaalliance.org.
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the right to vote. (At the time, in Florida, 
all felons - even if they’d completed 
their prison sentence - were disquali-
fied from voting.) A study of this policy 
found that the partisan affiliations of ex-
felons roughly matched partisan trends 
observed in the general public, with 
the overwhelming majority of Black 
ex-felons registering as Democrats and a 
roughly even split between Republicans 

and Democrats among ex-felons who 
are not Black. 

The population of parolees in Cali-
fornia is disproportionately Black and 
Latino. In 2016, 26% of California’s 
parole population was Black (even 
though only 6% of California’s overall 
population was) and 40% of California’s 
parole population was Latino. In Cali-
fornia, Black voters and Latino voters, 
according to the California Public Policy 
Institute, tend to vote Democrat by a 
significant margin.  

However, most research also sug-
gests that voter turnout amongst pa-
rolees would be very low.  The Florida 
study mentioned above found that, 
among those eligible to vote, only 16 
percent of black ex-felons and 12 per-
cent of all other felons voted in the 2016 
election. 

Another study found that only ~13 
percent of ex-felons in Iowa who had 
gotten their right to vote restored in 

2009 and 2010 voted in the 2012 presi-
dential election, much smaller than the 
~55% turnout rate observed in the whole 
electorate that year. 

Given the low turnout typically 
observed among ex-felons and the 
Democratic party’s dominance in recent 
statewide elections - Governor Newsom 
and Governor Brown won each of the 
last 3 gubernatorial elections by over 
1,000,000 votes - prop 17 would hardly 
make a dent in statewide election re-
sults. Even at the local level, where prop 
17 has the potential to be most relevant 
politically, only a handful of races were 
decided by less than 10,000 votes in 
recent years. 

Currently, 19 states allow parolees 
to vote. The passage of prop 17 would 
be perhaps the most progressive shift in 
California’s electoral policy since the 
state began allowing ex-felons (who had 
completed their prison sentence/parole) 
to vote in 1974. 
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CALIFORNIA LEGISLATURE 
NEEDS TO SAVE COMMUNITY 
NEWSPAPERS, IT'S EASY
BY DAVID CHAVERN 

You’d be hard pressed to find an 
industry that hasn’t been negatively 
impacted by the coronavirus pandemic. 
But when it comes to news publishing, 
the virus has accelerated some difficult 
trends, especially for small community 
publishers.

And now yet another blow to small 
newspapers in California is about to be 
dealt, unless the state Legislature acts 
soon.

A new report warns that the current 
health crisis may accelerate the closing 

of community newspapers across the 
nation. These outlets are critical to 
our democracy. When they can no 
longer afford to continue reporting, 
communities lose a vital watchdog and 
government business is hidden from 
public view.

Right now, many communities 
throughout California are suffering 
the loss of their watchdogs. More than 
a dozen newspapers have suspended 
operations in the last five months, with 
more planning to close in the coming 
months.

Last year, the California Legislature 
passed Assembly Bill 5 for how 
businesses classify workers as 
contractors or employees. In recognition 
of the inapplicability of the legislation 
to the news industry and the economic 
headwinds facing community 
newspapers, the Legislature gave news 
publishers a one-year exemption, but 
when the extension ends in December 
2020, publishers will be forced 
to classify newspaper carriers as 
employees.

This significant change to a business 
practice that has been in place for more 
than 100 years will have the effect 
of increasing the cost of newspaper 
delivery by as much as 85%, a burden 
that is unsustainable for small publishers 
that have also recently been hit with 
advertising revenue declines of 30% to 
50% as a result of the coronavirus crisis. 
Local publishers have sounded the 
alarm with California lawmakers, but 
so far, they have not taken any steps to 
address the devastating impact this will 
have on both publishers and readers.

Small community and ethnic 

newspapers are especially vulnerable to 
economic fluctuations and catastrophic 
consequences, like closure. These 
small publishers are scrambling to stay 
afloat by cutting coverage, furloughing 
reporters and eliminating print 
publication on certain days of the week.

They are expediting their transition 
to digital-first publishing and exploring 
new methods for providing information 
to their communities as more readers 
turn to these methods during the 
crisis. However, cutting print days 
disenfranchises specific demographic 
groups, such as senior citizens and 
other residents who don’t have internet 
access (6%) or don’t have a reliable 
internet connection (up to 25% of rural 
communities). Through losing their 
local newspaper, these groups are losing 
their main source of information and 
their connection to the community.

Keeping news publishers strong 
is in the interest not only of the 
press, but of our greater democracy. 
When they lack a steady flow of 
information, communities suffer a slew 
of ailments, from declining citizen 
engagement to increased corruption and 
declining government performance. 
Fewer people run for office and fewer 
people vote.

At a time when California’s 
unemployment rate is alarming, lack 
of legislative action to extend the 
exemption for newspaper carriers 
will cause even more job losses. If 
publishers are forced to limit circulation 
areas for financial reasons, they will 
have to reconfigure carrier routes, 
reduce home deliveries and cease daily 
publication, which means thousands of 

carrier routes will be eliminated.
To save California newspapers, at a 

minimum, the Legislature must extend 
the exemption to AB 5, which will 
provide newspapers with more time 
to get past COVID-related advertising 
declines and to adjust their operations 
to meet changing consumption patterns. 
In addition, to further aid ethnic and 
community news publishers, the 
Legislature should prioritize these 
outlets for public outreach ads. Not 
only will this help provide residents 
with access to key local resources and 
public health information, it will help 
these community outlets bridge the 
financial gap without any additional 
state funding.

If California’s lawmakers don’t 
act soon to help community news 
publishers, they risk losing a vital 
local voice for their constituents – and 
themselves.

David Chavern is president 
and CEO of News Media Alliance, 

the news industry’s largest 
trade organization, david@

newsmediaalliance.org.
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La Mirada Students Youth In Government

STUDENTS hold their certificates on the steps of City Hall. Twelve students from La 
Mirada High School participated in the award-winning program.  

Cerritos Resident Merrell Eugene Williams' 100th birthday
The Cerritos City Council recognized 

Cerritos resident Merrell Eugene 
Williams, who turned 100 years old on 
March 11.

Born in Minco, Oklahoma, Williams 
has been a resident of Cerritos since 
1974. 

He and his wife Jo Helen Dewey 
married in 1947 and have three children, 
seven grandchildren and 11 great-
grandchildren. 

Williams, who was a bi-vocational 
pastor for more than 25 years, 
founded the Central Baptist Church in 
Inglewood. 

He served in the U.S. Army 
during World War II and worked 
as a boilermaker at National Tank 
Manufacturing for more than 20 years.

CEU to Begin Accepting 
Applications for 
Residential Service

The Cerritos Electric Utility (CEU) will 
begin accepting applications for residential 
service in April. Qualifying Cerritos 
residents who sign up for the service have 
the opportunity to lower their current 
electricity costs with a 5 percent discount on 
generation charges. Transmission charges 
from SCE will remain the same for CEU 
customers and will not be discounted. For 
example, a resident that currently receives 
an invoice of $200 per month from SCE 
will save approximately $5 monthly upon 
signing up to receive electricity from 
CEU. It should be noted that residents 
who are currently receiving discounts on 
their electricity from SCE or other entities 
might not benefit from the CEU discount. 
CEU residential service is expected to start 
in summer 2021.

Applications will be accepted as 
follows: April 1: Qualifying low-income 
senior or low-income disabled residents 
on a first-come, first-served basis; May 
1: Qualifying low-income or disabled 
residents on a first-come, first-served 
basis; 	 June 1: Residents on a first-come, 
first-served basis

The CEU has limited generation 
capacity, so only approximately 7,000 
residential customers can be served. A 
waiting list will be created.

More information for the electric 
service have been included in the Feb/Mar 
water bills. CEU residential customers will 
receive two separate bills: one from CEU 
for generation charges and one from SCE 
for delivery charges. Payments to the CEU 
can only be made by check at this time.



 5Los Cerritos Community News - LosCerritosNews.netMARCH 26, 2021 To advertise call 562-407-3873

Los Cerritos 
Community Newspaper

BY CINDY LONG

“The COVID-19 Societal Impact 
Project,” a study conducted by The 
Whitman Insight Strategies Initiative 
and Creative Circle Media Solutions, 
examined how the global pandemic has 
affected the feelings and emotions of 
local media consumers.

Respondents conveyed they have a 
higher trust in local news for information 
about COVID-19 compared to national 
cable news and social media channels.

“People are starved for content and 
connections,” said Bernard Whitman, 
president and founder of Whitman Insight 
Strategies, a strategic consulting firm 
that conducts polls and market research 
to advise corporations, political leaders 

and issue-advocacy organizations. 
“That’s why community media have so 
much to gain. You are already part of 
the community and people feel like they 
know you or they should know you.”

Additional findings show readers are 
fearful, leading them to crave credible, 
local information to stay connected with 
their communities.

“The good news about our research 
is that local and community media 
are trusted at a much higher level than 
national media,” said Bill Ostendorf, 
president and founder of Creative Circle 
Media Solutions. “We keep seeing polls 
that give media a low ranking. In this 
survey, ‘the media’ got a 52% trust rating 
but local media earned a trust rating of 
82%.

The study shows 63% of respondents 
feel afraid. In some cases, they are afraid 
for the health and safety of themselves 
and their loved ones. Others are worried 
about their careers and job security. These 
reasons, and more, are why consumers 
seek reliable information from local 
media.

To fill voids for local publishers, 
Family Features offered a vast amount 
of content on our editors site. A special 
section for COVID-19 content was 
added early in the pandemic with topics 
including wearing masks, working from 
home, going back to school safely and 
more. Editors also sought our eye-
catching food and recipe content to give 
their readers tips for cooking at home. 
As the pandemic progressed over time, 

travel articles have started to come back 
showing readers how to travel safely or 
simply enjoy staycations. Even pets have 
been addressed with content showing 
how to adopt or live with your pet during 
a pandemic.

“We have an opportunity to provide 
new kinds of content,” Ostendorf said. 
“Better content. If we create more 
engaging content now, we can change 
the way they view newspapers and how 
they value us.”

Cindy Long is Family Features’ 
Media Relations Manager. She works 

with a network of more than 10,000 
editors to help fill the food, lifestyle 

and home and garden sections of their 
newspapers, magazines and websites.

Study Shows Readers Have High Confidence in Local Media During Pandemic

California Businesses are 
Targets for ADA Lawsuit Abuse
Dear Editor:
California is a hub for excessive 

amounts of Americans with Disabilities 
Act (ADA) lawsuits filed. It’s a true 
shame to see a law like the ADA – which 
was enacted for the noble purpose of 
ensuring access for the disabled to 
public accommodations – turn into the 
lawsuit-pumping machine it is today.

California’s ADA laws allow 
businesses to be sued over any minor 
or technical infraction that does nothing 
to impede accessibility. For example, 
if a recycling bin sits too close to the 
doorway, this is grounds for a lawsuit – a 
lawsuit that could easily shut a business 
down for good.

Further, in California, lawyers 
are being financially incentivized to 
bring these sorts of suits against our 
businesses, as our state offers much 
higher fines than other states’ ADA laws, 
plus attorneys’ fees. Businesses aren’t 
even given the opportunity to fix issues 
before having to pay hefty settlements to 
the lawyers who targeted us.

My family and I own a chain of 
restaurants here in LA County. Through 
our businesses, we have lived the 
American dream—but all of that became 
threatened when we were targeted by a 
frivolous ADA lawsuit last year.

I am frustrated by our lawmakers’ 
failure to recognize the damage that 
their inaction has done to our state’s 
businesses and to address the problems 
with California’s ADA laws.

As we all recover from COVID-19 
and evaluate ways to support struggling 
small businesses in our community, I 
encourage our state lawmakers to take 
action to curb ADA lawsuit abuse.

Edward Medina
Owner of the Ramona’s 

Mexican Food Chain

Re: DC Statehood
Dear Editor:
No taxation without representation. 

It’s one of the key reasons why 
America fought for its independence. 
So why do we continue to tax 
Washington, D.C. residents without 

giving them proper representation in 
Congress? 

The population of D.C. is 
comparable to the populations of 
entire states like Alaska, Wyoming, 
North Dakota, and Vermont. Each 
of those states gets two senators 
apiece and a voting House member 
to advocate for their needs in 
Congress. But because of its status as 
a district, D.C. has no senators and 
its one representative in the House is 
prevented from voting. Yet, residents 
of the District still live, work, serve in 
the military and on juries -- and yes, 
pay federal taxes.

Denying hundreds of thousands of 
Americans a voice in our democracy 
goes against what this country claims 
it stands for. But we can easily change 
this by making Washington, D.C. the 
51st state. And it’s not as difficult 
to do as it sounds! Statehood for 
the District can become a reality by 
making its way through Congress like 
any other bill.

Adding D.C. as the 51st state 
in the union would be a huge 
win in giving full congressional 
representation to hundreds of 
thousands of Americans. That’s 
why I’m urging my senators and my 
community to support D.C. statehood.

Hai-Ching Cheah
Lakewood

Tree Not Cut in Granada Park
Dear Editor:
I need your help! I am a Cerritos 

resident since 1977. I live on the 12000 
block of  Peppercreek Lane. I am a 
member of the Granada Park HOA 
since '77. I have a problem with the 
GPHOA. Three trees, 2 Magnolia Trees 
and 1 Eucalyptus Tree need to be cut 
down to 7 feet high. These are 40 years 
old trees. Recently a big branch fell 
on the roof of my house. A picture of 
the tree branch on my roof was sent 
to me by a concerned neighbor. I have 
written GPHOA  3 times about these 
trees on the Greenbelt close to my 
house and talked to the President and 
Representative of the Management 
Company but they just turned deaf 
ears to my complaints. I have 3 return 
notices from the USPS to show that 
my letters were received but no replies 
were made. They have COMPLETELY 
IGNORED my complaints! I called the 
City of Cerritos Community Dev. & 
Planning to ask a permit to cut down 
these 3 trees to 7 feet but I was informed 
that the GPHOA could only make this 
request. Is there a way to help me with 

|||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||

Letters to the Editor
my problem with GPHOA? I would 
appreciate it very much, thank you very 
much! 
Editor's note: Relying that this was a 
legitimate email, HMG-CN emailed the 
city and was told, " Some of the trees 
in the Granada Park community are 
parkway street trees that are maintained 
by the City (Public Works); others in the

HOA's greenbelt are privately 
maintained by the HOA (overseen by
Community Development).  The resident 
can call the Department of
Community Development at (562) 916-
1201 and provide a description of the
tree's location, and staff can direct her 
further on next steps." The email was 
forwarded to the resident.
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LAST YEAR, Governor Newsom signed the Archuleta authored SB 895, which allows 
the state Energy Commission to provide more funding for fuel cell electric trucks.

BY TAMMYE MCDUFF

Senator Bob Archuleta, D-Pico Rivera, 
joined Southern California Gas Company 
and city of Downey officials at the 
groundbreaking of the first hydrogen home 
in California, marking the company’s 
major climate commitment.

SoCalGas’ H2 Hydrogen Home – a 
cutting-edge research and demonstration 
home – corresponds with Sen. Archuleta’s 
legislative agenda regarding clean, 
affordable energy.

“SoCalGas’ bold climate pledge 
demonstrates their commitment to 
helping California reach its goal of carbon 
neutrality,” Archuleta said. “I’ve fought 
for investments in hydrogen and other 
clean fuel technologies because I know 
that gas infrastructure will be needed 
to provide reliable energy in a net zero 
carbon economy. I’m thrilled SoCalGas 
is leading the nation in these innovations, 
and that they're beginning here in the 32nd 
Senate District.”

Last year, Governor Newsom signed 
the Archuleta authored SB 895, which 
allows the state Energy Commission to 
provide more funding for fuel cell electric 
trucks, helping to clean the air surrounding 
the state’s transportation corridors and 
improving the health of those living in 
nearby communities. 

There are three hydrogen-related bills 
– SB 1379, SB 662 and SB 643 – currently 
making their way through the legislature.

SoCalGas, the nation’s largest 
gas utility, announced the company's 
bold commitment to achieve net zero 
greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions in its 
operations and delivery of energy by 
2045.

This commitment makes SoCalGas 
the largest gas distribution utility in North 
America to set a net zero target.

So Cal Gas' Hydrogen 
Facility Breaks 
Ground in Downey

Beginning Apr. 1, the LACS Parking 
Enforcement Detail will again enforce 
all parking violations and reinstate the 
issuance of street sweeping citations, 
expired registration citations, as well as, 
towing vehicles that have been warned 
via a “Red Tag” or any other vehicle in 
violation of the parking laws of the State 
of California as well as the County of 
Los Angeles.

To avoid receiving a parking citation 
or having a vehicle towed, we urge 
drivers to be mindful of this change.

Resumed enforcement will include:
Street sweeping: All streets with 

posted signs for street sweeping.
Expired registration: Vehicles with 

expired registration will be cited. 
Indigent Payment Plan: Anyone 

in need of financial assistance to pay 
citations can make arrangements 
through the following: Phone: (866) 
561-9744; online: www.lasheriffparking.
com;  mail: Los Angeles County 
Sheriff’s Department P.O. Box 30629 
Los Angeles, CA 90030-0629.

Red tag warnings: Red tag warnings 
will be issued to vehicles parked within 
the public right-of-way not displaying 
signs of movement, such as excessive 
dirt, spider webs, and debris underneath 
and around the tires, flat tires, missing 
parts, and vandalism.

If a vehicle has not been moved 
after 72 hours’ notice has been given, 
a citation for Abandonment Prohibited  
will be issued and the vehicle will be 
towed immediately, per 22651(k) CVC.

LAC Sheriff's to Resume Parking Enforcement
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Two Young Women 
Killed in Lakewood
STAFF REPORT

Best friends Christine Yan and Isabelle 
Zhang, both 24 years old, were walking in 
a Lakewood crosswalk on March 12 when 
they were hit by a car and killed.

“They wanted to bring food and 
clothes for my cousin, who’s expecting,” 
Yan’s cousin and roommate, Elizabeth 
Hong, said.

Hong rushed to the scene near 
Bloomfield Avenue and Lemming Street 
after getting a devastating call.

“Me and my two aunts, we just 
collapsed to the ground. We just fell on 
the grass,” she said. “Some of the stuff 
that Christine and Isabelle were carrying, 
it was just scattered all over the street.”

Both Yan and Zhang were only 
children and immigrated to the United 
States from China to attend college. The 
recent graduates were planning to work 
together at an accounting firm, Hong said, 
adding that it was Yan’s goal to provide 
for her parents.

“That was always her dream. When 
she got her citizenship last year, that just 

BY TAMMYE MCDUFF

The newest member of the Tacos 
Gavilan chain officially opened February 
25, 2021. Currently orders are available 
for drive-thru, delivery or pick up.

For a small LA based chain, Tacos El 
Gavilan has tons of fans. With more than 
32,000 FB fans, El Gavilan has acquired 
taco addicted enthusiasts than any other 
privately owned taco bar.

Guests have a choice of well fried 
corn or flour tortillas with your choice of 
healthy portion of meat, tomatoes, lettuce, 
guacamole and of course rice and beans. 
They have numerous protein options 
including carnitas, chorizo, al pastor, 
buche and cabeza with an excellent salsa 
bar. A multitude of salsas such as smoky 
chipotle and fiery roja will certainly liven 
up your palette, and don’t forget to add the 
pickled jalapenos.

The restaurant has good Mexican food 
for a decent price, a quick spot to grab a 
bite.  Mayor Jennifer Perez “The tacos are 
amazing! The nachos are superb! Whatever 
you want they have it here! Come by and 
visit their newest addition in our city.”

Tacos El Gavilan initiated operations in 
the year of 1992 in the city of Los Angeles, 
on the corner of Gage and Main. Their 
only objective was to bring the community 
authentic Mexican flavor. Offering 
customers a variety of Mexican Classics 
in the field of fast food highlighting our 
beef, chicken, hot sauce and “Frijoles de 
la Hoya”. 

Now with 12 locations and a fleet of 
lunch trucks in Los Angeles County they 
remain true to their word of always being 
close at hand to the community.

The location can be found on the corner 
of Rosecrans and Studebaker at 10968 
Rosecrans Avenue, Norwalk.

Tacos Gavilan Opens in Norwalk

NORWALK MAYOR Jennifer Perez (2nd from right), City Manager Jesus Gomez (far 
right) and the Norwalk Chamber officially welcomed Tacos Gavilan to the community.

made her so happy,” Hong said.
Isabelle’s sister-in-law, Emily Fu, said 

her brother and Isabelle were very much 
in love.

“Isabelle was someone that was loved 
by our entire family,” Fu said. “This 
Sunday they would’ve been celebrating 
their six-year anniversary of being 
together. But now we’re spending that 
time planning her funeral.”

Hong says they’re still in the dark 
about what caused the crash. It remains 
under investigation.

The families went to the site of the 
collision to set up a memorial. They say 
residents in the area came up to them and 
said they have started a petition to make 
a change.

“When we were standing at that 
intersection, people that lived in the 
neighborhood walked up to us and told 
us that that intersection was incredibly 
dangerous, that they had been asking the 
city for years,” Fu said.

According to a city statement, there’s 
been two accidents in the past five years 
at that intersection. The city says it’s 
analyzing traffic patterns and lighting to 
determine if there are unsafe conditions 
and improvements can be made. 

Yan’s family has sent up a GoFundMe 
page for her funeral expenses.

La Mirada Catalytic 
Converter Etching Event

La Mirada is partnering with Big O 
Tires on a Catalytic Converter Etching 
Event. The event will be held on Friday, 
April 9 from 9 a.m. to 12 p.m. at Big O 
Tires located at 13920 Valley View. 

During the event, members of Big O 
Tires will etch catalytic converters with 

a unique identifying number. This will 
provide law enforcement with valuable 
information should it be stolen and later 
located during subsequent investigations.

This event is open to La Mirada 
residents and is being provided at no 
cost to participants. Appointments are 
required and space is limited. To schedule 
an appointment, contact Safety Education 
Officer Mary Cipres at (562) 902-2986 or 
mcipres@cityoflamirada.org.

finance company in Bellflower which ran 
though the 1970’s. Smith passed away in 
1994, and handed down her holdings to 
her children and grandchildren.

The Belle Fleur Centre will be 14,500 
square feet of restaurants and retail 
shopping. Among some of the restaurants 
to be found will be a Starbucks, Smoke 
& Fire Social Eatery and The Orchard, a 
communal and private dining and eating 
establishment with outdoor patio spaces.

“We are very happy to get this started,” 
said Mayor Dan Koops, “it will provide a 
great economic impact to the city.”

CENTER from page 1

La Mirada Will 
Hold Easter 
Egg Drive-Thru

The City of La Mirada will host an 
Easter Egg Drive-Thru event on Saturday, 
April 3. The event will be held from 9 
a.m. to 12 p.m. in the La Mirada Civic 
Center parking lot. 

The event will feature drive-thru 
stations that will allow participants to 
pull-up in a safe and socially distanced 
manner. At the stations, children will 
receive a craft kit, a goodie bag filled 
with Easter trinkets, and a bag filled with 
Easter eggs and candy. The Easter bunny 
will also be present to greet all those who 
attend.

Safety measures, including social 
distancing and wearing masks, will be 
observed.  For additional information, 
call the La Mirada’s Community Services 
Department at     (562) 943-7277. 
| | | | | | | | | | | | | | | | | | | | | | | | | | | | | | | | | | | | | | | | | | |
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The 2021 Women of Achievement in 
the 32nd District

Buena Park: Nominated by Buena 
Park City Manager, Aaron France, El-
len Ahn and her team at the KCS Health 
Center have been on the frontline during 
this pandemic, providing essential health 
care to the community. They conducted 
COVID-19 testing, sometimes at little to 
notice, to the entire community. Buena 
Park officials called Ahn and her team a 
significant partner, not only to the city, but 
all of Orange County. 

Norwalk: Nominated by El Camino 
Children & Family Services CEO Jorge 

Gutierrez, Di-
ana Gonzales, the 
program director 
and wife of Pastor 
Hector Gonzales 
of Church of New 
Hope in Norwalk, 
made it her mis-
sion to be avail-
able to parishioners 
through Zoom or 
telephone calls on a 
daily basis.

She created a 
postcard ministry for 

those who lost loved ones to COVID-19, 
sending messages of condolence. Diana 
continued parenting classes, virtually, for 
those going through the family court sys-
tem to reunite with their children.

State Senator Bob 
Archuleta's 2021 

Women of the Year 

Bellflower: Nominated by Bellflower 
Councilman, Patricia Jacquez, through 

her work with the 
nonprofit, Hope 4 
Everyone Founda-
tion, and in part-
nership with the 
Bellflower Kiwanis 
Club, mobilized 
volunteers to con-
duct weekly food 
distributions during 
the pandemic. 

Since March of 
2020, hundreds of 
families and indi-
viduals from Bell-

flower, Downey, Lakewood and Norwalk 
have benefited from the food giveaways. 

She also volunteers at the Bellflower 
chapter of the Salvation Army, which has 
also provided support during the public 
health crisis.

Norwalk: Nominated by Norwalk 
Chamber of Commerce Director Caren 
Spilsbur, Cynthia Lizarraga, as the owner 
of an essential business, the Grocery Out-
let in Norwalk, has donated food, but also 
personal protective equipment (PPE) to 
the community during the pandemic.

She teamed with the city to provide 
food for meals at 
the senior center 
and, and as an inde-
pendent grocer, she 
was able to order 
bulk food items for 
local food pantries 
that were unable 
to do so at other 
stores.

In the early 
days of the pan-
demic when PPE 
was scarce, Cyn-
thia contacted Borrays Plastics in Santa 

Fe Springs to secure the face shields and other 
items for area medical offices.

She personally sewed cloth masks to provide 
to employees, and ensured her store was safe for 
employees and customers alike, with it being 
cleaned hourly and equipped with sanitizing sta-
tions.

Cerritos: Nominated by Bellflower City Coun-
cilman Victor Sanchez, Irma Macia’s role in com-
munity outreach at Community Family Guidance 
Center (CFGC) in Cerritos greatly increased this 

past year as people looked 
for guidance during the 
pandemic.

There was a greater 
need than ever before, es-
pecially for food assistance 
and mental health support.

Irma helped at food 
giveaways and conducted 
outreach to families at the 
events. 

She facilitated a toy 
drive and food voucher 
program during the holi-

days that benefited more than 350 families in 
the communities of Cerritos, Hawaiian Gardens, 
Norwalk and Whittier.

Irma, who her supervisor called compassion-
ate and caring, helped with the higher volume of 
calls asking for assistance.

Lakewood: Nominated by Lakewood Mayor 
Todd Rogers, Linda Manis has served her com-
munity by making more 
than 4,000 cloth masks 
for several local organi-
zations and facilities, in-
cluding Leisure World, 
Candlewood Senior Hous-
ing Apartments, Pathways 
Hospice, and Project 
Shephard.

Additionally, she con-
tinues to participate with 
Lakewood’s Pan Am As-
sociation by coordinating 
restaurant fundraisers and 

is active with the Neighborhood Watch Program 
on her block.

Linda and her three grandsons have been 
delivering meals to Project Shepherd recipient 
families who were not able to pick them up due 
to, first the Safer at Home Order, and subsequent 
restrictions.

Hawaiian Gardens: Nominated by Hawaiian 
Gardens Recreation Supervisor Juan Serrano, 

Josefina Mendoza, in her 
role as a member of the 
city of Hawaiian Gardens 
Volunteer Program, has 
continued to serve the 
community despite the 
pandemic. The commit-
ment and compassion of 
the city’s volunteers has 
not diminished in the time 
of COVID-19, officials 
said, and Josefina is an ex-
ample of that attitude.

She has taken a leading 
role in providing the care and support that has 
only grown greater this past year.

Josefina volunteered more than 100 hours 
aiding the community through its food distribu-
tion event, and the curbside cleanup and senior 
nutritional programs.

Whittier: Nominated by CEO and President 
of PIH Health James West, Sarah Merkle, RN, 
MSN, has been an extraordinary patient advocate 
and leader in PIH Health 
Whittier Hospital’s fight 
against COVID-19. She 
joined the organization 
in 2005 and currently 
serves as Administrative 
Director of Medical and 
Surgical Services. Sarah 
has spent the past year 
engaged in ensuring that 
COVID-19 patients have 
access to outstanding 
care, while protecting 
their families, the staff 
and the community. 

A year ago, she created educational 
materials focusing on how patients could 
protect themselves, detailing which pa-
tients should continue with ongoing treat-
ments without compromising their health.

Sarah, a fifth-generation nurse, was 
instrumental in developing strategic plans 
that enabled PIH Health to provide quality 
care to record numbers of patients during 
the third COVID-19 surge.

PIH Health officials said her contribu-
tions to its COVID-19 efforts have been 
instrumental in returning our community 
to health.

Cerritos: Nominated by Cerritos May-
or Naresh Solanki, Dorothy Owen, a com-

munity volunteer 
in the city of Cer-
ritos, is a board 
member at Su 
Casa, a nonprofit 
that provides long-
term help to those 
involved in do-
mestic violence. 
During the pan-
demic, she helped 
ensure that the Su 
Casa continued to 
support those af-

fected by domestic abuse. Staff and resi-
dents were provided with both safe and 
sanitary living and working spaces.

Because counseling and other critical 
appointments were conducted through 
video conferences, Su Casa’s board pro-
vided guidance to upgrade the facility’s 
computer network system.

Dorothy also continued her work as 
liaison between the city and the Marines 
of the 1st Combat Engineer Battalion 
through phone calls.

La Mirada: Nominated by City of La 
Mirada Senior Administrative Analyst 
Jorge Orozco, Amanda Paez, a Navy vet-
eran and co-owner of La Mirada Grocery 
Outlet, brought her leadership skills to 

serve the com-
munity during 
the pandemic. 

She and her 
team assembled 
hundreds of 
bags filled with 
groceries for se-
niors and those 
who were unable 
to leave their 
homes. This was 
especially critical 
during the initial 

Stay at Home order. 
Currently, Amanda donates plants to 

retirement homes to help lift create com-
forting environments for staff and resi-
dents. 

She continues to provide food assis-
tance to community pantries.

Pico Rivera: Nominated by Pico Ri-
vera Sheriff’s Station Supervisor Jodi L. 

Hutak, Marion 
Ruiz, a long-
time volunteer at 
the Los Angeles 
County Sheriff’s 
Pico Rivera Sta-
tion, aided the 
community as 
public facilities 
were closed dur-
ing the pandemic. 

However, the 
services provided 
by the center to 
seniors, involv-

ing their social, physical and emotional 
needs, were still in high demand.

Marion, despite dangers of COVID-
19 and personal commitments, never wa-
vered from her commitment to the com-
munity. 

She assisted in delivering about 2,500 
meals to the city’s seniors, as she contin-
ued volunteering hours at the Pico Rivera 

Station.
Montebello: 

Nominated by 
Labor Political 
Organizer Ser-
gio Barahona, 
Irene Segura, a 
board member 
of SEIU Local 
2015, has been 
very supportive 
of In-House Sup-
portive Services 
(IHSS) providers 
in her community and their consumers.

She personally helped providers navi-
gate the new reporting process of hours, 
which is now done online. 

Irene also helped the providers shop 
safely for groceries on behalf of their con-
sumers.  

Cerritos: Nominated by Cerritos City 
Councilman Frank Yokoyama, Karen Wil-
son, an Army veteran, created a Neigh-

borhood Dona-
tion Food Pantry 
for seniors at her 
Cerritos home. 

She organized 
her neighbors, 
who are part of 
the Neighbor-
hood Watch pro-
gram, to gather 
the groceries. 

With the pan-
demic lasting lon-
ger than antici-

pated, Karen began providing food to any 
neighbors in need, and started to deliver 
to those who were unable to leave their 
homes.

About 1,000 families and individuals 
have been helped by the neighborhood 
pantry, receiving personalized food bas-
kets.

Even during a pandemic, the 
country pauses to acknowl-
edge the contributions wom-
en make to their families, 
professions and communi-

ties.
Senator Bob Archuleta, D-Pico Rivera, 

is proud to announce the 32nd Senate Dis-
trict’s 2021 Women of Achievement, and 
recognize them for their outstanding hard 
work and dedication to their respective 
communities during the time of COVID-
19.

“Each one of the honorees has contrib-
uted, in meaningful ways, to the health and 

well-being of our 
district as we came 
together to support 
one another during 
this unprecedented 
public health cri-
sis,” Archuleta 
said. “Each woman 
was chosen based 
on her service, and 
as a district, we pay 
tribute to these re-
markable women.
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running clock was utilized in the fourth 
quarter. The Vikings had 181 yards of total 
offense in the first half and were aided by 
quarterback Chris Hernandez, who ran for 
a pair of first quarter scores. 

Meanwhile, the Lancers were limited 
to 56 yards in the first half, had four first 
downs and did not cross midfield until five 
minutes were left in the half. That came as 
a result of a 52-yard kickoff return from 
sophomore David Herrera after a Jacob 
Skobis touchdown made it 27-0. However, 
time ran out on Norwalk as it got to the 
20-yard line before the half ended.

Three plays into the second half, a 21-

yard touchdown pass from Hernandez to 
Tryse Redford increased the margin to 
34-0. Norwalk was driving and was in 
good shape, getting to the Downey 29-
yard line. But a fumbled snap on fourth 
and one was scooped up by Redford, 
who returned it 71 yards the other way 
for another Downey touchdown. Keion 
Andrew would finish off the game with a 
40-yard score as the Lancers were limited 
to 121 yards in the game, turned the ball 
over three times and punted twice. They 
also ran 15 plays in the second half.

“The score tonight…we knew we were 
playing a great program,” Gray said. “You 

BY LOREN KOPFF
@LORENKOPFF ON TWITTER

DOWNEY ~ When last the Norwalk 
High football team took the gridiron in a 
regular season game, it was on the losing 
end of a 34-0 decision at La Mirada High 
in the 2019 finale. The Lancers had just 
completed a 3-7 season in which it had 
lost five straight games, scoring 27 points 
in those games.

Norwalk was to have started the 2020 
season on Aug. 21 at Savanna High, 
but the entire fall season was scrapped 
due to the global pandemic. Now, 210 
days since that game was to have been 
played, the Lancers finally kicked off the 
new and shortened season. Norwalk was 
whitewashed by Downey High 47-0 last 
Friday night at Allen Layne Stadium. But 
no one cared too much about the score 
or who won or lost. Afterall, there won’t 
be any playoffs from the 2020 fall sports 
and the overall team records won’t mean 
much.

“It was a win for all of us tonight,” 
said Norwalk head coach Dean Gray said. 
“It’s a win for all the schools; all the kids 
playing tonight and I’m very proud of my 
kids. It’s been a tough year. It’s been a 
tough year for our community, the country 
and the world. To see our kids out here 
playing football and having the parents in 
the stands is a win for all of us.

“All safety protocols were put in place 
and we have our little bubble at practice,” 
he continued. “The kids are doing 
everything with social distancing the best 
they can after practice, washing our hands 
and doing everything right and we were 
able to play football tonight. And good 
for Downey too. We just hope that every 
week, the numbers keep going down and 
the vaccinations keep going up.”

Downey scored on all five of its 
possessions in a game in which the 

could see we only had 23 kids dressed 
tonight and those 23 have come out and 
the last two to three weeks worked very 
hard on getting back into football shape 
and like I said, that’s a win for all of us. 
Next week, we get ready for Bellflower 
and the next four games…it’s a win for 
Bellflower; it’s a win for all of us. Every 
time we play, it’s a good thing.

“Those are going to happen in the first 
game,” Gray later said of the turnovers. 
“We’ve only been practicing for two and 
a half to three weeks. Usually, you have 
months and months to prepare. It’s been 
a whole year, literally a whole year until 
three weeks ago that we’ve touched the 
football. So again, [it’s] a win-win for all 
of us. Some of those things are going to 
happen and the joy of tonight was seeing 
kids run up and down the football field for 
both teams.”

Herrera led Norwalk’s rushing attack 
with 52 yards on eight carries while senior 
running back Davin Portillo added 24 
yards on a dozen carries. Senior running 
back Milton Roman picked up 24 yards on 
five touches and sophomore quarterback 
Caden Barnhill, who completed one pass 
for negative yardage, added another 23 
yards on eight rushes. Norwalk will visit 
Suburban League rival Bellflower High 
tonight for the second of five games.

“We all know that Covid is still out 
there and that we’re doing everything 
to protect our kids at all times,” Gray 
cautioned. “We also know that there are a 
lot of concerns out there still at all times.”

NORWALK HIGH senior running 
back Milton Roman takes a pitch from 
sophomore quarterback Caden Barnhill in 
last Friday night’s opener. Roman gained 
24 yards on five carries in Norwalk’s 
47-0 loss. PHOTO BY ARMANDO 
VARGAS, Contributing photographer.

WEEK TWO FOOTBALL

Norwalk’s loss to Downey 
is a win for everyone as 

Lancers get back on the field

The season-opening doubleheader 
between host Valley Christian High and 
Cerritos High was easily a tale of two 
different games and in fact, the Dons were 
a strike away from leaving with a sweep. 
But a hit batter with the bases loaded and 
a balk two pitches later gave the hosts the 
victory in the first game.

The nightcap was completely one-
sided as consecutive triples from senior 
shortstop Jared Pugrad and senior center 
fielder Nick Toney set the tone for what 
would be a 10-0 victory. The Dons put 
the game away with six runs in the top of 
the fourth inning and had nine hits seven 
players.

“I think it took a game for them 
to kind of get the cobwebs out,” 
said Cerritos assistant coach Martin 
Rodriguez. “We were talking about it 
right now in our end of game meeting; it’s 
been a year and 13 days since we were 

at Downey High School. We had a win 
that day, then we had a game rained out 
and the next thing you know, two weeks 
turned into two months turned into a year. 
And it took them some time. We started 
late; we’ve had only a week of practice 
and for them to kind of shake everything 
out of their system and come back in that 
second game is what we expected from 
them.”

“Oh man, I don’t even know what 
to say,” said V.C. head coach Matt 
Dahlenburg. “I was kind of nervous today. 
It’s been a little over a year actually, 
I want to say, since we’ve played and 
[we’re] itching to get back at it. It just 
feels good to be back out here.”

After Cerritos scored just the one run 
in the first inning, it added three more in 
the next inning, highlighted by sophomore 
right fielder Raymond Sierra’s two-run 
double, which plated senior second 

baseman Edgar Lorenzo and sophomore 
left fielder Paul Kim, who began the 
inning with a double and a single, 
respectively.

Cerritos would send 11 batters to the 
plate in the fourth, collecting three hits 
while having V.C. pitchers walk five. Not 
only did the Dons tee off on the first three 
of five pitchers the Defenders used in the 
second game, but they also got a brilliant 
performance from senior pitcher Jude 
Alfaro, who worked into the fifth inning, 
allowed one hit, walked one and struck 
out five. The lone hit came from senior 
right fielder Connor Gerdes with two outs 
in the third inning. In fact, none of the 
three V.C. baserunners in the game got 
past first base.

“He was incredible,” Rodriguez 
said of Alfaro. “We knew going in that 
we could stretch him out a little bit. He 
was one of the many kids in Southern 

BASEBALL
Cerritos romps 

Valley Christian 
to salvage 

doubleheader 
split in season 

opener for both
BY LOREN KOPFF

@LORENKOPFF ON TWITTER
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California playing travel ball. So, he was 
on a routine unit and he stayed strong and 
we knew we didn’t have to limit him to 20 
to 30 pitches out of the gate because he’d 
been throwing.”

The lone bright spot for the Defenders 
in the game came from junior pitcher 
Ryan Zamarippa, who pitched two and 
two-thirds inning, allowed one hit and 
struck out five.

“Ryan has come a long way since 
his first year,” Dahlenburg said. “His 
first year, he had arm problems with us 
and pretty much played defense and hit 
a little bit. Last year, he got back on the 
mound for a little bit, but obviously it was 
a shortened season. He’s going to be one 
of our guys out of the bullpen that we’re 
going to rely on a lot.”

In the first game, in which the hosts to 
scratch out a 4-3 victory, Cerritos grabbed 
a 1-0 lead in the third inning when Toney, 
who was batting ninth, was hit by a pitch 
and scored two outs later on a base hit 
from junior catcher Owen Gott. The 
Defenders tied the game in their half of 
the inning when senior shortstop Austin 
Horio singled, stole second and came 
home on an error.

Cerritos regained the lead in the next 
inning when freshman second baseman 
Carter Chi doubled, moved to third on a 
sacrifice fly from freshman right fielder 
Johann Gibbs and scored on a Toney 
single. But V.C. knotted the game at 2-2 
in the fifth when sophomore pinch hitter 
Nolan Lynott was walked, moved to 
second on an error and to third on a balk 
before coming home on a sacrifice fly 

from junior second baseman Ben Carter.
In the top of the seventh, sophomore 

Evan Sawai walked Pugrad, who moved 
to second on a sacrifice from Kim and 
scored on an error. Then in the bottom 
of the seventh, Chi, who replaced senior 
Maxwell Shea on the mound in the fifth 
inning, walked Gerdes and Horio before 
striking out Carter. After a balk advanced 
the runners and a pop-up to senior catcher 
Matt Bean, Chi walked junior third 
baseman Carson Slager to load the bases. 
He then hit Zamarippa on an 0-2 count, 
allowing Gerdes to tie the game. After 
a 2-0 count to sophomore first baseman 
Jacob Smith, a balk was called to bring in 
Horio for the game winner.

“Since I’ve been here, our M.O. has 
been pitch and play defense and get 
runs any way we can,” Dahlenburg said. 
“That’s why doing the job is bunting guys 
over, [sacrifice] flies, being aggressive on 
the bases on passed balls and all the good 
stuff. It just showed in the first game; 
we only had one hit, but we pitched and 
played defense really well and that’s what 
saved us.”

“We wanted to stay with the 
youngster; we had a freshman on the 
mound,” Rodriguez said of Chi. “We 
wanted to see if he could handle the 
pressure, to be honest with you. The balk 
that was called on him was something that 
is rarely called. It’s unfortunate that the 
game ended that way. The true testament 
to Carter Chi was that when we gave him 
a chance the next game with the bases 
loaded, he came back up and hit a hard 
ball up the middle for an RBI. He put that 
first game behind him. For a 14-year old 
to do that was incredible.”

Even though the Defenders got one 
hit, the two Cerritos pitchers combined to 
walk seven batters, three others reached 
on a fielder’s choice, two were hit by a 
pitch and one was safe on an error. Junior 
Austin Wilkinson worked into the fourth 
inning, giving up four hits, two runs, 
walked three and struck out five.

“He’s going to be one of our guys 
this year,” Dahlenburg said. “It’s his first 
year with us and his first year with me, so 
it’s a lot of learning curves with that. To 
be honest with you, most of the guys out 
here, it’s mental stuff. I tell them every 

single day, we’re going to give up runs, 
we’re going to walk guys, we’re going 
to hit guys [and] our guys are going to 
make some errors and how we come back 
on the mound is going to determine how 
good we’re going to be.”

V.C. will host Mayfair High this 
evening and visit Bellflower High on 
Monday before hosting the Buccaneers on 
Wednesday while Cerritos will next be in 
action on Apr. 6 at Mary Star of the Sea 
High.

Cerritos Cross Country 
Dominates in First 
605 League Cluster 
Meet of Season
BY LOREN KOPFF
@LORENKOPFF ON TWITTER

First there was a time trial race on 
Mar. 13 on the athletic fields of Cerritos 
High for the cross country runners of 
the 605 League. But the first cluster 
meet took place last Saturday, again at 
Cerritos, and the host school was in a 
league of its own as its boys and girls 
teams each picked up team victories.

The other five league teams had 
a combined 11 girls’ runners as the 
Lady Dons earned the minimum 15 
points with senior Sofia Vasquez and 
sophomore Sydney Romero picking up 
the two best times at 19:44 and 21:52 
respectively. The fourth and fifth best 
times were locked down by sophomore 
Sofia Padilla (22:48) and senior 
Samantha Chang (22:54) while the other 
two Cerritos runners were juniors Kailah 
Usi (25:10) and Tara Wang (25:29), who 
had the 12th and 13th best times.

Whitney High senior Julianna Lee 
finished in seventh place at 23:27 while 
sophomore Layla Lacorte had the 10th 
best time at 24:28. Sophomore Kayla 
Hamakawa (25:57) and senior Kritika 
Pantha (26:31) were the other Whitney 
runners. Artesia High had a pair of 
runners-junior Lizabeth Ortega (24:13) 
and senior Marissa Hernandez (28:31) 
and John Glenn High senior Kaitlyn 
Martinez ran 26:47.

The Cerritos boys were one of three 
schools to field enough runners for 
official scoring and came away with 
30 points, narrowing defeating Oxford 
Academy, which had 34 points. Whitney 
picked up 66 points while Artesia, 

Glenn and Pioneer combined to have 
eight runners.

Cerritos junior Michael Rafael 
finished in third place with a time of 
16:29 while Whitney junior Lorenzo 
Rodriguez-Boix was right behind him 
at 17:09. The next three spots went to 
Cerritos senior Anrei Giordano (17:24) 
and juniors Andrew Hwang (17:28) and 
Zachary Huang (17:37).

The ninth and 10th runners to cross 
the line were Artesia juniors Jareth 
Navarro (17:53) and Angel Buenrostro 
(18:02) before the final two Cerritos 
runners, junior Kevin Hamakawa 
(18:02) and Chris Amaro (18:05), 
finished the race. The top Glenn runner 
was sophomore Javier Reynoso, who 
had a time of 19:46 and was the 18th of 
26 runners to cross the finish line. 

The third and final cluster meet 
of the season will be on Saturday at 
Cerritos High. This time, the schools 
will go in reverse order with Whitney 
racing at 8:00 a.m. followed by Pioneer 
about an hour later, then Oxford 
Academy, Glenn, Cerritos and Artesia.

SOFTBALL
Cerritos went to work early and 

often in its season opener as the Lady 
Dons blanked host Valley Christian 
High 17-0 this past Tuesday afternoon. 
Cerritos scored 12 times in the top of 
the first inning with the first five in the 
batting order all scoring twice. Senior 
center fielder Lauren Lejano and senior 
first baseman Samiya Jones each had a 
pair of hits, scored twice and drove in 
a pair in the inning while junior third 
baseman Makayla Sur had two hits, 
scored twice and drove in three runs in 
the inning.

In all, the Lady Dons recorded eight 
of their 14 hits in the first inning and 
eight starters had at least one hit in the 
game. Junior Erin Gibbs pitched three 
innings, allowed two hits, walked one 
and struck out half a dozen. Those two 
hits came from senior catcher Quinn 
Livesay in the bottom of the second 
inning and junior third baseman Chelsea 
Azevedo in the third inning. 

Cerritos is scheduled to host 
Norwalk High on Tuesday and Etiwanda 
High on Thursday while the Lady 
Defenders, who also lost to Ontario 
Christian High 6-2 this past Wednesday, 
is scheduled to host Warren High today 
and Mira Costa High on Saturday.

In other softball action, Gahr High 
is scheduled to visit La Mirada High on 
Tuesday before hosting the Matadores 
on Thursday. La Mirada has won its 
first two games of the season, 7-5 in 
eight innings at South Hills High last 
Saturday and 12-2 against California 
High this past Tuesday. The team was 
scheduled to face Santa Fe High on 
Mar. 25 and South Torrance High on 
Saturday. Glenn is scheduled to host 
Norwalk on Thursday in the season 
opener for both while Whitney is 
scheduled to visit Long Beach Cabrillo 
High Monday before hosting Southlands 
Christian High on Thursday.

BASEBALL
Gahr, which fell to Santa Margarita 

High 3-2 last Saturday, is scheduled 
to face Bishop Amat High on Tuesday 
and host Ayala High on Thursday while 
La Mirada has won two straight games 
over Lakewood High (5-4) and La 
Serna High (9-2) this past Tuesday and 
Wednesday respectively. The Matadores 
are scheduled to play Corona Del 
Mar High on Saturday, South Hills on 
Monday and Mission Viejo High on 
Tuesday.

BOYS SOCCER
Artesia defeated Paramount High 4-3 

this past Tuesday to improve to 1-1 and 
is scheduled to host Buena Park High 

on Mar. 25, Cerritos on Wednesday and 
Kennedy High on Thursday. 

Cerritos was blasted by North 
Torrance High 11-0 last Thursday in its 
season opener and was scheduled to host 
Firebaugh High on Mar. 25 while Gahr 
was blanked by Valley Christian 5-0 last 
Thursday. 

Glenn is scheduled to kick off its 
season at Whitney on Tuesday and 
before hosting Pioneer on Thursday 
while La Mirada, which has posted 
shutouts against Troy High (1-0) and 
Buena Park High (3-0) was scheduled 
to visit Sonora High on Mar. 25 and 
is to host La Serna on Tuesday and 
Bellflower on Thursday.

Norwalk began its season with a 1-0 
loss to Sonora this past Tuesday and is 
scheduled to host Bell Gardens High 
on Wednesday while V.C., which edged 
Mayfair High 4-3 this past Wednesday, 
is scheduled to host Troy today.

GIRLS SOCCER
Artesia opened its season by 

blanking Firebaugh 2-0 this past 
Tuesday and is scheduled to face Buena 
Park on Mar. 25 before visiting Cerritos 
on Wednesday and hosting Oxford 
Academy on Tuesday.

Cerritos was scheduled to host 
Fullerton High on Mar. 25 while was 
scheduled to visit Norwalk on Mar. 25. 

Glenn is scheduled to host Whitney 
on Tuesday and travel to Pioneer on 
Thursday while La Mirada, coming off 
a scoreless tie at La Serna last Thursday 
and a 3-0 win at Warren this past 
Tuesday, was scheduled to travel to La 
Habra High on Mar. 25 and Sunny Hills 
High on Tuesday before going to Troy 
on Thursday.

Norwalk slammed Bell Gardens 
12-0 last Friday and is scheduled to 
host Mayfair on Tuesday while V.C. 
tied Mayfair 2-2 this past Tuesday and 
is scheduled to entertain California on 
Tuesday.

CERRITOS from page 10
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VALLEY CHRISTIAN HIGH junior pitcher Austin Wilkinson delivers the season's 
first pitch to Cerritos senior shortstop Jared Pugrad last Saturday afternoon in the first 
game of a doubleheader. V.C. won the first game 4-3 while Cerritos took the second 
game 10-0. PHOTO BY LOREN KOPFF.
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“With vaccine supply increasing 
and by expanding eligibility to more 
Californians, the light at the end of 
the tunnel continues to get brighter,” 
said Governor Newsom. “We remain 
focused on equity as we extend vaccine 
eligibility to those 50 and over starting 
April 1, and those 16 and older starting 
April 15. This is possible thanks to 
the leadership of the Biden-Harris 
Administration and the countless public 
health officials across the state who have 
stepped up to get shots into arms.”

Based on the current estimates, 
California expects to be allocated 
approximately 2.5 million first and 
second doses per week in the first half 
of April, and more than 3 million doses 
in the second half of April. California 
currently receives about 1.8 million 
doses per week. These estimates may 
be adjusted as time goes on. The state 
has the capacity to administer more 
than 3 million vaccines per week, and 

prohibits the use of an at-large election 
in a political subdivision if it would 
impair the ability of a protected class, as 
defined to elect candidates of its choice 
to influence the outcome of an election. 
The Bill states:

This bill would prohibit the use of 
a district-based election in a political 
subdivision if it would impair the ability 
of a protected class, as defined, to elect 
candidates of its choice. The bill would 
require a court to implement specified 
remedies upon a finding that a district-
based election was imposed or applied 
in a manner that impaired the ability of a 
protected class to elect candidates of its 
choice.

The Voting Rights Advancement Act 
of 2019 responds to current conditions in 
voting by restoring the full protections 
of the original bipartisan Voting Rights 
Act of 1965, which was reauthorized by 
Congress. 

In at- large elections candidates run 
jurisdiction wide, not in single winner 
districts. At-large elections are mostly 
multi-seat contests.  Voters elect several 
candidates at once to the same office like 
a city council or school board.  All at-
large elections are the most problematic 
with the potential for one voting block to 
win not just their proportionate share. 

The advantage of by-district elections 
makes it easier for both voters and 
candidates.  Voters are more likely to 
meet the candidates in person and have 
access to their neighborhood based 
representative. For candidates the 
campaigns cost less, more time is spent 
closer to home and there is more chance 
to meet the people they seek to represent. 
The drawback is that district lines can be 
arranged to favor one group over another. 

The public is invited to an online 

public hearing to hear about the process, 
meet the demographer and comment on 
the composition of potential Council 
election districts, including identifying 
neighborhoods and other communities of 
interest. 

The online public hearings will be 
held at 5:30 p.m. on Tuesday, April 13th 
and again on Tuesday, April 27th. The 
two hearing will cover the same content.  
The public hearings will be hosted by 
the City council, which will ultimately 
choose the final maps. 

For more information and to get the 
link for the online Zoom meeting, visit 
www.lakewoodcity.org/DistrictElections 
or call the Lakewood City Clerk’s office 
at 562.866.9771, extension 2200.

hundred more employees. This is a great 
time and we know the hospital is needed 
in the area.”

When Clark decided to join the 
Center’s team he was looking for areas 
that have been chronically underserved 
and Hawaiian Gardens met that criteria. 
“This is our opportunity to get it right the 
first time,” he said. 

Clarke is also a registered nurse for 
the last 30 years, and considers this the 
chance to do right by the residents. “I 
keep up to date with my training and 
license, so that if I am needed in an 
emergency situation, I would be able to 
do what might be necessary.”

Director of Nursing Management 
Services, Bettina Celifih, chose the 
Center for its unparalleled commitment 
and focus “The hospital really believes in 
the team effort approach to patient care 
and found that admirable.” 

With an onsite pharmacy and 

LAKEWOOD from page 1
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PACIFIC GARDENS from page 1

laboratory, results and medication can be 
accessed by patients almost immediately. 
Gabriel Arellano, Lab Director was 
able to give full demonstrations of the 
numerous instruments / equipment that 
make swift diagnosis possible “We take 
specimens from head to foot; we test 
every chemistry panel that is possible, 
releasing the results sometimes in less 
than ten minutes. We are a patient care 
institute. We want the patients in, healed 
and home as quickly as possible.”

In terms of the renovation of the 
building, the Center is licensed for a 137 
general acute care beds, 16 ICU beds, 
and have one dedicated unit for CoVID 
patients with 44 beds. 
| | | | | | | | | | | | | | | | | | | | | | | | | | | | | | | | | | | | | | | | | | |

VACCINE from page 1

is building the capacity to administer 4 
million vaccines weekly by the end of 
April.

“We are even closer to putting 
this pandemic behind us with today’s 
announcement and with vaccine supplies 
expected to increase dramatically in the 
months ahead,” said California Health 
and Human Services Secretary Dr. Mark 
Ghaly. “However, we are not there yet. 
It will take time to vaccinate all eligible 
Californians. During this time, we must 
not let our guard down. It is important 
that we remain vigilant, continue to 
wear masks and follow public health 
guidance.”

In addition to increased allocations of 
vaccines to providers serving the hardest 
hit communities, the state has embarked 
on a series of initiatives to vaccinate 
those populations that have faced the 
highest rates of COVID infections 
before vaccines become available to 
the entire 16+ population. These efforts 
include:

• Provider funding for programs to 
reach and vaccinate communities facing 
the biggest health disparities

• Working with organized labor to 
reach essential workers

• Partnering with agricultural 
organizations and community-based 
organizations to vaccinate agricultural 
workers

• Allowing providers to target by 
ZIP code via My Turn with single-use 
codes (scheduled to launch at the end of 
March)

• Supporting a subset of community-
based organizations currently 
partnering with the state on COVID-19 
education to provide direct vaccination 
appointment assistance

• Prioritizing currently eligible 
populations and allowing providers 
the discretion to vaccinate those who 
live in high-impact areas (County 
Healthy Places Index Quartiles 1 and 2), 
including families

Even with expanded vaccine 
supplies, it is expected to take several 
months for willing Californians to be 
vaccinated. Based on public information 
shared by vaccine manufacturers and the 
federal government, California expects 
to receive several million vaccine doses 
per week starting sometime in April.

Along with the expanded eligibility 
and to align with upcoming federal 
guidance, California will update its 
vaccine allocation methodology. 
This will transition over four weeks, 
beginning with the March 22 
allocation (delivered to providers the 
following week), from one based on 
the distribution of the 65+ population, 
workers in the agriculture and food, 
education and child care, and emergency 
services sectors to one based on the 
distribution of the 16+ population 
across California. This will be done in 
conjunction with completion of the shift 
to the state directly allocating vaccines 
to providers. The state will continue to 
double the amount of vaccine allocated 
to the lowest Healthy Places Index (HPI) 
quartile as announced on March 4.
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had conflicted opinions from a PPD not 
being necessary to questions regarding 
the crime criteria.

City Council decided that this was 
a quality of life issue with 28 out of 30 
residents requesting a preferential parking 
district. 

PPD 7 is in the following area: east side 
of Armsdale Avenue from Leffingwell 
Road to Telegraph Road; north side of 
Richvale Drive from Armsdale Avenue 
to Ronald Drive; south side of Richvale 
Drive from Armsdale Avenue; Rimrock 

Drive cul-de-sac north of Richvale Drive; 
east side of Rimrock Drive from Richvale 
Drive and the west side of Rimrock Drive 
from Richvale Drive.

With the adoption of this resolution it 
would be unlawful for any person to park 
any vehicle within PPD 7 unless they 
have been issued a parking permit with 
no more than four annual permits being 
issued per single family residence.

The vote to approve was 3-1 with 
Mayor pro tem Ed Eng opposing and 
Councilman Anthony Otero being 
absent.
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“We know that it can be costly to pre-
pare a child for school, especially during 
these challenging times,” Supervisor Solis 
told reporters prior to the distribution at 
DPSS Toy Loan Headquarters in down-
town Los Angeles.  “That’s why it’s im-
portant that as a County, we do whatever 
we can to help youth in our communities 
have the tools they need to be successful 
in the classroom.

 Solis acknowledged the annual event 
for its commitment to low-income families 
in L.A. County, praising the 85-year-old 
Toy Loan Program for its well-earned 
reputation as the largest and most success-
ful free toy-lending library program in the 
nation. The program is sponsored and sup-
ported by the Board of Supervisors.

 Toy Loan Program was created in 
1935 during the Great Depression as a 
free service to allow low-income children 
to borrow toys from a DPSS toy lending 
libraries in the same manner that books are 
borrowed from a public library. Children 
who participate develop a sense of re-
sponsibility through the observance of an 
honor code and merit system that rewards 
them when toys are returned on time and 
undamaged.  

The program serves approximately 
30,000 children at over 50 toy lending 
libraries located at after school programs, 

Supervisor Hilda L. Solis and the DPSS Give 1,000 Students Backpacks with School Supplies

LOS ANGELES COUNTY SUPERVISOR Hilda L. Solis (in window) joined Dept. 
of Public Social Services Director Antonia Jiménez and DPSS Toy Loan Program 
staff for the annual Backpack & School Supply Giveaway to ensure that over 1,000 
children ages 5 through 17 have the necessary tools for a successful school year.

community centers, nonprofit organiza-
tions and libraries throughout the county. 

 This year marks the 5th anniversary 
of the Backpack Giveaway, which serves 
children from families receiving benefits 
from DPSS.  Due to the financial impact 
of COVID-19 on the local economy, the 
event’s host emphasized that this distribu-
tion is needed more than ever.

 “Our department recognizes the 
increasing support that children need dur-
ing this pandemic and we want to ensure 
they are prepared with the tools necessary 
for a successful school year, whether it is 
virtual or in-person” said DPSS Director 
Antonia Jiménez.  “Today’s children are 
tomorrow’s future.  That’s why I believe 
it’s important that we nurture, prepare and 

educate our children.” 
 Observing the requirements to wear 

masks and social distancing guidelines, 
participating families remained safely in 
their vehicles while DPSS Toy Loan staff 
placed the backpacks in their trunks. For 
families that indicated they use public 
transportation, an appointment was made 
for a contact-free pick up. 

All backpacks and school supplies 
were donated by County of Los Angeles 
employees, private/corporate donors and  
through a partnership with Amazon, which 
allowed online donations by visiting the 
Toy Loan Program’s Amazon Smile wish 
list.

 The DPSS serves 3.5 million custom-
ers in L.A. County, the Department of 
Public Social Services is the largest local 
social services agency in the nation.  The 
department provides benefits and services 
to families and individuals, including 
CalFresh food and nutrition assistance; 
Medi-Cal health, dental and vision insur-
ance; financial and homeless assistance for 
qualifying individuals through the General 
Relief program and for families through 
the CalWORKs program; In-Home Sup-
portive Services for disabled and elderly 
residents, and employment and supportive 
services to help residents prepare for the 
labor market.  For more information, visit 
www.dpss.lacounty.gov.

LA MIRADA from page 1

SOLID WASTE AND RECYCLING SERVICES
Proudly serving the city of Cerritos

GOT TRASH? RENT ME!
• Up to 7-day rental
• Next day delivery
• Approximately 350lb. weight capacity
• Ideal for general cleanup projects 
• Extra empties may be ordered for an     
  additional fee.

Call 562.259.1239
calmetservices.com • info@calmetservices.com

CITY OF COMMERCE
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

COMMERCIAL CANNABIS PERMIT APPLICATION
DEVELOPMENT AGREEMENT 718 AMENDMENT

Pursuant to California Government Code §§ 65867, 65090, and 6061, NOTICE IS HEREBY 
GIVEN OF A PUBLIC HEARING to be held on April 6, 2021 before the City Council of the City 
of Commerce for the consideration of a First Reading of an Uncodified Ordinance Approving a First 
Amendment of a Development Agreement by and between the City of Commerce and New Earth, 
LLC, Commercial Cannabis Permit (CCP) Development Agreement 718, to 1) change the owner-
ship of the business,2) change the approved location of the business, and 3) adoption of a Notice 
of Exemption pursuant California Environmental Quality Act Guidelines Sections 15061(b)(3) and 
15301 (Existing Facilities). 

Project Description:  The proposed project includes a request to amend an existing Development 
Agreement that allows Commercial Cannabis Activities in order to: 1) change the ownership of the 
business, and 2) change the approved location of the business.  The existing approved Development 
Agreement for this business allows Manufacturing, Cultivation, Non-Storefrong Retail Delivery, and 
Distribution of commercial cannabis at 4220 East Washington Blvd., Commerce, CA 90040.  

Proposed Site Location:  2827 Supply Ave., Commerce, California 90040

Environmental Determination:  The proposed project is exempt from CEQA pursuant to the CEQA 
Guidelines Section 15301.  The proposed project does not include any new construction beyond 
interior or exterior alterations involving such things as interior partitions, plumbing, and electrical 
conveyances, in accordance with CEQA Section 15301(a).   

REGULAR MEETING OF THE CITY OF COMMERCE CITY COUNCIL

SAID PUBLIC HEARING MEETING: A virtual meeting will be held via Teleconference during a 
regular City Council hearing on Tuesday, April 6, 2021 at 6:00 p.m., at which time proponents and 
opponents of the amendment to Development Agreement 715 will be heard.  

Further, in the interest of maintaining appropriate social distancing, and restricting gatherings of 
over ten (10) people, due to the health risks associated with COVID-19 pursuant to Federal, State 
and County orders, directives and/or guidelines, this meeting is closed to the public and will instead 
be streamed live, accessible at www.ci.commerce.ca.us. Members of the public may participate 
telephonically by calling and submitting their comments at 323-887-4442, or may submit written 
comments through email at cityclerk@ci.commerce.ca.us.

On March 4, 2020, Governor Newsom proclaimed a State of Emergency in California as a result of 
the threat of COVID-19. On March 17, 2020, Governor Newsom issued Executive Order N-29-20 
(superseding the Brown Act-related provisions of Executive Order N-25-20 issued on March 12, 
2020), which allows a local legislative body to hold public meetings via teleconferencing and to 
make public meetings accessible telephonically or otherwise electronically to all members of the 
public seeking to observe and to address the local legislative body. 

Per Government Code Section 65009, if you challenge the above-listed item in court, you may be 
limited to raising only those issues you or someone else raised at the public hearing meeting and dur-
ing the comment period described in this notice in written correspondence delivered to the city office, 
at, or prior to, the public hearing.

City Manager
Edgar Cisneros

Published at Commerce Community News 3/26/21
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PUBLIC NOTICE
CITY OF PICO RIVERA

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING AND PUBLIC COMMENT PERIODS

FISCAL YEAR (FY) 2020-2021 ANNUAL ACTION PLAN

Hearing Date:	 Tuesday, April 27, 2021
Time:		  6:00 p.m. or as soon thereafter as the matter may be heard
Place:		  Members of the public wishing to observe the meeting may do so in one of 
the following ways:

(1) Turn your TV to Channel 3;
(2) City’s Website at http://www.pico-rivera.org/depts/admin/pio/programming.asp;

Description: The City of Pico Rivera (City) hereby notifies the general public of a public hearing 
on April 27, 2021 to receive public comment for the FY 2021-2022 Annual Action Plan. The City is 
an entitlement community and is expected to receive federal Community Development Block Grant 
(CDBG) funds from the United States Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD) in 
FY 2021-2022 (July 1, 2021 – June 30, 2022). As an entitlement jurisdiction, the City is required to 
prepare and submit to HUD an Annual Action Plan that generally describes how the City will utilize 
federal money during the next fiscal year to meet the goals and objectives approved by the City 
Council in the Five-Year Consolidated Plan. 

For FY 2021-2022, the City expects to receive approximately $626,682 in CDBG funds. 

Priority Funding for CDBG activities are given to activities that:
	 • Provide decent affordable housing
	 • Maintain and promote neighborhood preservation
	 • Affirmatively further fair housing choice for all
	 • Provide public services for extremely low, low- and moderate-income residents
	 • Construct or upgrade public facilities and infrastructure
	 • Planning and administration

Members of the public wishing to make public comments may do so via email to the City Clerk at 
publiccomments@pico-rivera.org or to the Deputy Director of Community & Economic Develop-
ment Department at juliagonzalez@pico-rivera.org.

Availability of Documents for Public Comment: The City of Pico Rivera encourages citizen par-
ticipation in the planning process. The public review period for the FY 2021-2022 runs from Friday, 
March 26, 2021 through Tuesday, April 27, 2021. A copy of the draft Annual Action Plan will be 
made available for public review on the City of Pico Rivera’s website, http://www.pico-rivera.org/
depts/ced/housing/default.asp

Accessibility: It is the intention of the City of Pico Rivera to comply with the Americans with Dis-
abilities Act (ADA) in all respects.  The City of Pico Rivera will attempt to accommodate attendees 
in every reasonable manner. Please contact at least 72 hours prior to the above scheduled public hear-
ing to establish need and to determine if additional accommodation is feasible.  

For more information, call Jazmin Faccuseh, Senior Analyst, Community & Economic Development 
Department at (562) 801-4331 or via e-mail at jfaccuseh@pico-rivera.org

Published at Los Cerritos Community News 3/26/21

NOTICE OF PETITION TO ADMINIS-TER ESTATE OF:
FREDERIK KOUTTJIE
CASE NO. 20STPB06093 
To all heirs, beneficiaries, creditors, contin-gent creditors, and persons who may other-wise be interested in the WILL or estate, or both of 
FREDERIK KOUTTJIE.
A PETITION FOR PROBATE has been filed by CHRISTIAN KOUTTJIE in the Superior Court of California, County of LOS ANGE-
LES.
THE PETITION FOR PROBATE requests that CHRISTIAN KOUTTJIE be appointed as personal representative to administer the estate 
of the decedent.
THE PETITION requests authority to admin-ister the estate under the Independent Ad-ministration of Estates Act with limited authority. 
(This authority will allow the per-sonal representative to take many actions without obtaining court approval. Before taking certain very 
important actions, how-ever, the personal representative will be required to give notice to interested persons unless they have waived 
notice or consent-ed to the proposed action.) The independent administration authority will be granted unless an interested person files an 
objec-tion to the petition and shows good cause why the court should not grant the authority.
A HEARING on the petition will be held in this court as follows: 04/23/21 at 8:30AM in Dept. 9 located at 111 N. HILL ST., LOS ANGE-
LES, CA 90012 
IF YOU OBJECT to the granting of the peti-tion, you should appear at the hearing and state your objections or file written objec-tions with 
the court before the hearing. Your appearance may be in person or by your attorney.
IF YOU ARE A CREDITOR or a contingent creditor of the decedent, you must file your claim with the court and mail a copy to the per-
sonal representative appointed by the court within the later of either (1) four months from the date of first issuance of letters to a general 
personal representative, as defined in section 58(b) of the California Probate Code, or (2) 60 days from the date of mailing or personal 
delivery to you of a notice under section 9052 of the California Probate Code. 
Other California statutes and legal authority may affect your rights as a creditor. You may want to consult with an attorney knowl-edgeable 
in California law.
YOU MAY EXAMINE the file kept by the court. If you are a person interested in the estate, you may file with the court a Request for Spe-
cial Notice (form DE-154) of the filing of an inventory and appraisal of estate as-sets or of any petition or account as provid-ed in Probate 
Code section 1250. A Request for Special Notice form is available from the court clerk.
Attorney for Petitioner
JILL BROUSARD - SBN 183024 
THE BROUSARD LAW FIRM
3711 LONG BEACH BLVD., SUITE 719
LONG BEACH CA 90807
BSC 219602
3/26, 4/2, 4/9/21
CNS-3451954#
LA MIRADA LAMPLIGHTER

ABC UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICT
NOTICE CALLING FOR BID

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the ABC Unified School District will receive up to but not later 
than 11:00 AM on the 9th day of April, 2021 Bids for:
	

ABC Bid # 1567 Whitney High School Modernization

All bids shall be made and presented on a form furnished by the District. Bids submitted shall 
conform to the terms and conditions stated on said form. Bids shall be received in the office of the 
Purchasing Department at 16700 Norwalk Blvd., Cerritos, CA 90703 and shall be opened and 
publicly read aloud at the above-stated time and place. Bidders may obtain the website link to bid 
documents at the mandatory jobwalk on March 29, 2021 at 8:30 AM sharp at the Whitney HS front of 
Administration Building, 16800 Shoemaker Ave., Cerritos.  All public works are subject to prevail-
ing wage payments, Valid License valid Class B Contractor's License and DIR Registration will be 
required.

Published at Los Cerritos News March 19, 2021 March 26, 2021

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING 
Request to Rescind Entitlements DA

Development Agreements 18-032 and 18-033

	 PROJECT LOCATION: Approximately 44 acres located on the north side of Telegraph 
Road between Hoefner Avenue on the west and Washington Boulevard on the east (hereinafter 
referred to as the Project area).  The Project area consisted of three areas: Area 1 (approximately 
8-acres) is located within the eastern portion of the existing Citadel outlets shopping center; Area 2 
(approximately 26-acres) includes an area located between the existing Citadel Outlets and the indus-
trial buildings located along the west side of Tubeway Avenue; and Area 3 (approximately 10-acres) 
is located on the northwest corner of the Telegraph Road/Washington Boulevard intersection. The 
industrial uses located along the west side of Tubeway Avenue and the Commerce Casino and Hotel 
are not part of the proposed Project and, as a result, are located outside of the Project area

	 NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the City Council of the City of Commerce will 
conduct a public hearing and consider the adoption of two ordinances to rescind Development Agree-
ments (“DA”) Numbers 18-032 and 18-033, respectively.  In addition, the City Council will consider 
a resolution to rescind all land use (Planning) entitlements associated with the actions undertaken by 
the City Council during the evening of July 16, 2019 and subject to the Development Agreements 
discussed herein. Those actions included: 1) A Development Agreement and Zone Change to rezone 
Area 1 and Area 2 from M-2 to C-2 zoning; 2) A Development Agreement and Zone Change to 
rezone Area 3 from C-2 to C-2/PF/M2 Zone; and a Master Sign Plan for Area 1, Area 2, and Area 3. 
Also under consideration is a resolution to rescind the certification of the Final Environmental Impact 
Report for the Citadel Outlets Expansion and 10-Acre Development Project (SCH No. 2016091024), 
along with the Mitigation Monitoring and Reporting Program and the Statement of Overriding Con-
siderations. This action is solely for the rescission of entitlements described herein.   

	 SAID PUBLIC HEARING MEETING: A virtual meeting will be held via Teleconfer-
ence with the City Council on Tuesday, April 6, 2021 at 6:00 p.m., at which time a presentation by 
staff and comments from the community will be considered.  

	 On March 4, 2020, Governor Newsom proclaimed a State of Emergency in California as 
a result of the threat of COVID-19. On March 17, 2020, Governor Newsom issued Executive Order 
N-29-20 (superseding the Brown Act-related provisions of Executive Order N-25-20 issued on March 
12, 2020), which allows a local legislative body to hold public meetings via teleconferencing and to 
make public meetings accessible telephonically or otherwise electronically to all members of the pub-
lic seeking to observe and to address the local legislative body. Pursuant to Executive Order N-29-20, 
please be advised that members of the Commerce City Council will participate in meetings telephoni-
cally. 

	 Further, in the interest of maintaining appropriate social distancing, and restricting gather-
ings of over ten (10) people, due to the health risks associated with COVID-19 pursuant to Federal, 
State and County orders, directives and/or guidelines, this meeting is closed to the public and will 
instead be streamed live, accessible at www.ci.commerce.ca.us. Members of the public may partici-
pate telephonically by calling and submitting their comments at 323-887-4442, or may submit written 
comments through email at cityclerk@ci.commerce.ca.us.

	 Per Government Code Section 65009, if you challenge the above-listed item in court, you 
may be limited to raising only those issues you or someone else raised at the public scoping meeting 
and during the comment period described in this notice in written correspondence delivered to the 
city office, at, or prior to, the public hearing.

Published at the Commerce Community News 3/26/21

CITY OF PICO RIVERA 
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING FOR 

ADOPTION OF THE PICO RIVERA HOUSING ASSISTANCE 
AGENCY’S ADMINISTRATIVE PLAN FOR THE HOUSING 

CHOICE VOUCHER (SECTION 8) PROGRAM

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that a public hearing will be held before the Pico Rivera Housing 
Assistance Agency Board of Commissioners to consider the adoption of the Pico Rivera Housing 
Assistance Agency’s Administrative Plan for the Housing Choice Voucher (Section 8) program.

The administrative plan sets the Pico Rivera Housing Assistance Agency’s (Agency) policy on 
matters for which the Agency has discretion based on the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban 
Development (HUD) rules and regulations.  The administrative plan is a supporting document to the 
Agency’s 5-Year strategic plan.  

PERSONS INTERESTED IN THIS MATTER are invited to express their opinion on the above 
matter. If you challenge the Pico Rivera Housing Assistance Administrative Plan in court, you may be 
limited to raising only those issues raised at the public hearing described in this notice, or in written 
correspondence delivered to the City of Pico Rivera, or prior to the public hearing.  The public 
hearing will be held as follows:

	 WHEN:		  Tuesday, April 13, 2021 at 6:00 p.m.

	 WHERE:		 City Hall Council Chambers (currently closed to the public)
			   6615 Passons Boulevard, Pico Rivera, CA  90660

	 MAIL:		  P.O. Box 1016, Pico Rivera, CA  90660-1016
	
TELEPHONE:	 (562) 801-4347

NOTICE IS FURTHER GIVEN that the Administrative Plan will be available for public examination 
at the City of Pico Rivera’s webpage as follows:

		  https://www.pico-rivera.org/depts/ced/housing/sec8/default.asp

Certain provisions of the Brown Act are temporarily waived pursuant to Governor Newson’s 
Executive Orders N-25-20 and N-29-20.  In the interest of public health and safety, City Hall 
facilities are temporarily closed to the public until further notice.  City Council meetings can be 
viewed live on CTV3 and the City’s website at www.pico-rivera.org.  If you wish to submit a 
public comment on this matter, you may do so in advance by email to the City Clerk’s Office at 
publiccomments@pico-rivera.org prior to 4:00 p.m. on the day of the meeting.  Please provide your 
full name and reference this subject matter:  “Pico Rivera Housing Assistance Agency Administrative 
Plan.”

For more information, call Imelda Delgado, Housing Sr. Coordinator, Community & Economic 
Development Department at (562) 801-4347.
*********************************************************************************
*********************
In compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990, the City of Pico Rivera is committed 
to providing reasonable accommodations for a person with a disability.  Please contact Anna M. 
Jerome at (562) 801-4389 if special program accommodations are necessary and/or if program 
information is needed in an alternative format.  Special requests must be made in a reasonable 
amount of time in order that accommodations can be arranged.

Published at Los Cerritos Community News 3/26/21
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CITY OF COMMERCE
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

COMMERCIAL CANNABIS PERMIT APPLICATION
DEVELOPMENT AGREEMENT 715 AMENDMENT

Pursuant to California Government Code §§ 65867, 65090, and 6061, NOTICE IS HEREBY 
GIVEN OF A PUBLIC HEARING to be held on April 6, 2021 before the City Council of the City 
of Commerce for the consideration of a First Reading of an Uncodified Ordinance Approving a First 
Amendment of a Development Agreement by and between the City of Commerce and Commerce 
Concentrates, LLC, Commercial Cannabis Permit (CCP) Development Agreement 715, to 1) change 
the ownership of the business, 2) change the name of the business 3) change the approved location 
of the business, 4) add Cultivation, and 5) adoption of a Notice of Exemption pursuant California 
Environmental Quality Act Guidelines Sections 15061(b)(3) and 15301 (Existing Facilities). 

Project Description:  The proposed project includes a request to amend an existing Development 
Agreement that allows Commercial Cannabis Activities in order to: 1) change the ownership of the 
business, 2) change the name of the business, 3) change the approved location of the business, and 4) 
add Cultivation.  The existing approved Development Agreement for this business allows Manufac-
turing and Distribution of commercial cannabis at 6445 Bandini Blvd., Commerce, CA 90040.  

Proposed Site Location:  2700 Yates Ave., Commerce, California 90040

Environmental Determination:  The proposed project is exempt from CEQA pursuant to the CEQA 
Guidelines Section 15301.  The proposed project does not include any new construction beyond 
interior or exterior alterations involving such things as interior partitions, plumbing, and electrical 
conveyances, in accordance with CEQA Section 15301(a).   

REGULAR MEETING OF THE CITY OF COMMERCE CITY COUNCIL

SAID PUBLIC HEARING MEETING: A virtual meeting will be held via Teleconference during a 
regular City Council hearing on Tuesday, April 6, 2021 at 6:00 p.m., at which time proponents and 
opponents of the amendment to Development Agreement 715 will be heard.

Further, in the interest of maintaining appropriate social distancing, and restricting gatherings of 
over ten (10) people, due to the health risks associated with COVID-19 pursuant to Federal, State 
and County orders, directives and/or guidelines, this meeting is closed to the public and will instead 
be streamed live, accessible at www.ci.commerce.ca.us. Members of the public may participate 
telephonically by calling and submitting their comments at 323-887-4442, or may submit written 
comments through email at cityclerk@ci.commerce.ca.us.
 
On March 4, 2020, Governor Newsom proclaimed a State of Emergency in California as a result of 
the threat of COVID-19. On March 17, 2020, Governor Newsom issued Executive Order N-29-20 
(superseding the Brown Act-related provisions of Executive Order N-25-20 issued on March 12, 
2020), which allows a local legislative body to hold public meetings via teleconferencing and to 
make public meetings accessible telephonically or otherwise electronically to all members of the 
public seeking to observe and to address the local legislative body. 

Per Government Code Section 65009, if you challenge the above-listed item in court, you may be 
limited to raising only those issues you or someone else raised at the public hearing meeting and dur-
ing the comment period described in this notice in written correspondence delivered to the city office, 
at, or prior to, the public hearing.

City Manager
Edgar Cisneros

Published at the Commerce Community News 3/26/21

NOTICE OF PETITION TO ADMINISTER ESTATE OF 
JUDY C. DOWNEN, aka JUDY DOWNEN
CASE NO. 21STPB02127
To all heirs, beneficiaries, creditors, contingent creditors, and persons who may otherwise be interested in the will or estate, or both, of JUDY C. 
DOWNEN, aka JUDY DOWNEN
A PETITION FOR PROBATE has been filed by GREGORY ROYSTON in the Superior Court of California, County of LOS ANGELES.
THE PETITION FOR PROBATE requests that GREGORY ROYSTON be appointed as personal representative to administer the estate of the 
decedent.
THE PETITION requests authority to administer the estate under the Independent Administration of Estates Act. (This authority will allow 
the personal representative to take many actions without obtaining court approval. Before taking certain very important actions, however, the 
personal representative will be required to give notice to interested persons unless they have waived notice or consented to the proposed action.) 
The independent administration authority will be granted unless an interested person files an objection to the petition and shows good cause why 
the court should not grant the authority.
A HEARING on the petition will be held on APRIL 21, 2021 at 8:30 A.M. in Dept.: “79” located at: 111 N. Hill Street, Los Angeles, CA 
Central District
IF YOU OBJECT to the granting of the petition, you should appear at the hearing and state your objections or file written objections with the 
court before the hearing. Your appearance may be in person or by your attorney.
IF YOU ARE A CREDITOR or a contingent creditor of the decedent, you must file your claim with the court and mail a copy to the personal 
representative appointed by the court within the later of either (1) four months from the date of first issuance of letters to a general personal  
representative ,as defined in section 58(b) of  the California Probate Code, or (2) 60 days from the date of mailing or personal delivery to you of a 
notice under section 9052 of the California Probate Code. 
OTHER CALIFORNIA statutes and legal authority may affect your rights as a creditor. You may want to consult with an attorney knowledgeable 
in California law.
YOU MAY EXAMINE the file kept by the court.  If you are a person interested in the estate, you may file with the court a formal Request for 
Special Notice (form DE-154) of the filing of an inventory and appraisal of estate assets or of any petition or account as provided in Probate Code 
section 1250.  A Request for Special Notice form is available from the court clerk.
PETER A. SAHIN, ESQ., SB# 222207
Attorney for Petitioner
VELASCO LAW GROUP, APC
300 W. Broadway, Suite #100
Long Beach, CA  90802
PNSB# 107255
Published in: La Mirada Lamplighter
Pub Dates:  March 19, 26, April 2, 2021

Extra Space Storage will hold a public auction to sell personal property described below belonging to 
those individuals listed below at location indicated: 10753 Artesia Blvd. Cerritos, Ca 90703 on April 
5, 2021 at 11:00 am. 
Michael Magaldi, Household Goods, Dustin Bruce, Dressers, Household Items, Daniel Martinez, 
Household Items, Esther Perumalla, Household Items, Paul Kiefer, Household Items, Valerie Veak, 
Household Items, Kevin McMurray, Household Items, Lucrecia Budgett, Household Items, Teresa 
Knight, Furniture and Boxes, Maria Roldan, Household Items, Isaac Lewis, Hair Salon Furniture, 
Terri Walters, Household Items, Nichole Weston, T.V., Furniture, Totes, Ashley Brown, Refrigerator, 
Dresser, Boxes, Recliner, Bags, and T.V. stand, Robert Earl Hollis, Boxes, Glenn Eldridge, House-
hold Items.
 The auction will be listed and advertised on www.storagetreasures.com. Purchases must be made 
with cash only and paid at the above referenced facility in order to complete the transaction. Extra 
Space Storage may refuse any bid and may rescind any purchase up until the winning bidder takes 
possession of the personal property. 
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SUMMONS
(CITACION JUDICIAL) 

SUPERIOR COURT OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA
FOR THE COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES

NOTICE TO DEFENDANTS: 
(AVISO AL DEMANDADO):		
ALL PERSONS INTERESTED IN THE MATTER OF THE ISSUANCE AND SALE OF PENSION OBLIGATION BONDS FOR 
THE PURPOSE OF REFUNDING CERTAIN PENSION OBLIGATIONS OWED BY THE CITY OF COMMERCE TO THE 
CALIFORNIA PUBLIC EMPLOYEES RETIREMENT SYSTEM UNDER THE PUBLIC EMPLOYEES RETIREMENT LAW 
AND ALL PROCEEDINGS LEADING THERETO, INCLUDING THE ADOPTION OF A RESOLUTION THAT AUTHORIZES 
ISSUANCE OF PENSION OBLIGATION BONDS, THE EXECUTION AND DELIVERY OF A TRUST AGREEMENT AND 
PURCHASE CONTRACT, AND THE SALE OF SUCH BONDS
YOU ARE BEING SUED BY PLAINTIFF:
(LO ESTÁ DEMANDANDO EL DEMANDANTE):
CITY OF COMMERCE
Case No. 21STCV02639
Hon. Judge William F. Fahey
Dept. 69
Complaint filed: January 22, 2021
	 NOTICE! You have been sued. The court may decide against you without your being heard unless you respond by 
May 3, 2021.  Read the information below.
	 ¡AVISO! Lo han demandado. Si no responde antes de Mayo 3, 2021, la corte puede decidir en su contra sin escuchar 
su versión. Lea la información a continuación.
ALL PERSONS INTERESTED IN THE VALIDATION OF: all proceedings of the City of Commerce and the City Council of the 
City of Commerce relating to: (i) the adoption of the Resolution; (ii) the issuance by the City of its City of Commerce 2021 Taxable 
Pension Obligation Bonds (the “Bonds”); (iii) the approval of a Trust Agreement in connection with the Bonds; (iv) the approval of 
a Purchase Contract; (v) the authorization to issue, from time to time, additional bonds of the City for the purpose of refunding the 
City’s obligations related to the California Public Employees’ Retirement System (the “Additional Bonds”); and (vi) any other related 
contracts or agreements approved by the Resolution or contemplated by the City Council of the City in connection with the issuance 
of the Bonds and Additional Bonds have until May 3, 2021 to appear and file a written answer to the complaint at this court and have 
a copy served on the plaintiff.  A letter or phone call will not protect you.  Your written response must be in proper legal form if you 
want the court to hear your case.  There may be a court form that you can use for your response.  You can find these court forms and 
more information at the California Courts Online Self-Help Center (www.courtinfo.ca.gov/selfhelp), your county law library, or the 
courthouse nearest you.  If you cannot pay the filing fee, ask the court clerk for a fee waiver form.  If you do not file your response on 
time, you may lose your rights, default will be entered against you upon application by the plaintiff, and the plaintiff may apply to the 
court for the relief demanded in the complaint.  Contesting the legality or validity of this matter will not subject you to punitive action, 
such as wage garnishment or seizure of your real or personal property.
You may seek the advice of an attorney in any matter connected with the complaint or this summons.  Such an attorney should 
be consulted promptly so that your pleading may be filed or entered within the time required by this summons.  If you do not 
know an attorney, you may want to call an attorney referral service.  If you cannot afford an attorney, you may be eligible for free 
legal services from a nonprofit legal services program.  You can locate these nonprofit groups at the California Legal Services Web site 
(www.lawhelpcalifornia.org), the California Courts Online Self-Help Center (www.courtinfo.ca.gov/selfhelp), or by contacting your 
local court or county bar association. NOTE:  The court has a statutory lien for waived fees and costs on any settlement or arbitration 
award of $10,000 or more in a civil case.  The court's lien must be paid before the court will dismiss the case.
The City of Commerce has brought this action for the purpose of obtaining a judgment validating, among other things, the issuance 
of bonds of the City for the purpose of (A) refinancing the obligations of the City, evidenced by the City’s written agreement (the 
“PERS Contract”) with the California Public Employees’ Retirement System (the “Retirement System”), to pay certain outstanding 
obligations owed to the Retirement System, and (B) the authorization to issue, from time to time, the Additional Bonds of the City for 
the purpose of refunding the obligations of the City related to PERS and/or to refund outstanding Bonds.

(EN ESPANOL)
PARA TODAS LAS PERSONAS INTERESADAS EN LA VALIDACIÓN DE: todos los procedimientos de la Ciudad de Commerce 
y el Concejo Municipal de la Ciudad de Commerce relacionados con: (i) la adopción de la Resolución; (ii) la emisión de la Ciudad de 
su Ciudad de Commerce de las Obligaciones por Pensiones de Reembolso de Bonos (los “Bonos”); (iii) la aprobación de un Contrato 
de Fideicomiso en relación con los Bonos; (iv) la aprobación de un Contrato de Compra; (v) la autorización para emitir, de vez en 
cuando, bonos adicionales de la Ciudad con el propósito de reembolsar las obligaciones de la Ciudad relacionadas con PERS (los 
“Bonos Adicionales”); y (vi) cualquier otro contrato o acuerdo relacionado aprobado por la Resolución o contemplado por el Concejo 
Municipal de la Ciudad en relación con la emisión de los Bonos y Bonos Adicionales tienen hasta Mayo 3, 2021 para comparecer 
y presentar una respuesta escrita con esta Corte y entregar/servir una copia al demandante.  Una carta o llamada telefónica no te 
protejerá.  Su respuesta por escrito debe estar en la forma legal adecuada si desea que la Corte escuche su caso.  Puede haber una 
forma de la Corte que puede usar para su respuesta. Puede encontrar estas formas judiciales y más información en el Centro de ayuda 
de las Cortes de California (www.courtinfo.ca.gov/selfhelp), también en la biblioteca de leyes de su condado o la Corte más cercano. 
Si no puede pagar la tarifa de presentación, pídale la Corte una Forma de exención de tarifa.  Si no presenta su respuesta a tiempo, 
puede perder sus derechos, el demandante entrará en incumplimiento contra usted cuando lo solicite el demandante, y el demandante 
puede solicitar la Corte el alivio que se solicita en la demanda.  Impugnado de la legalidad o la validez de este asunto no lo someterá a 
acciones punitivas, como el embargo de salario o la confiscación de su propiedad real o personal.
Puede solicitar el consejo de un abogado en cualquier asunto relacionado con la demanda o la citación.  Dicho abogado debe 
ser consultado con prontitud para que su declaración pueda ser presentada o presentada dentro del tiempo requerido por esta 
citación. Si no conoce a un abogado, puede llamar a un servicio de referencia de abogados.  Si no puede pagar un abogado, puede ser 
elegible para recibir servicios legales gratuitos de un programa de servicios legales sin fines de lucro. Puede localizar estos grupos 
sin fines de lucro en el sitio web de Servicios Legales de California (www.lawhelpcalifornia.org), en el Centro de ayuda de las Cortes 
de California (www.courtinfo.ca.gov/selfhelp), o contactando a la Asociación de Abogados del Condado.  NOTA: La Corte tiene un 
derecho de retención legal para los honorarios exentos y los costos de cualquier acuerdo de resolución o arbitraje de $10,000 o más en 
un caso civil. El gravamen de la corte debe ser pagado antes de que la corte pueda desechar el caso.
La Ciudad de Commerce ha presentado esta acción con el propósito de obtener una validación de juicio, entre otras cosas, la emisión 
de bonos de la Ciudad con el propósito de (A) refinanciar las obligaciones de la Ciudad, evidenciadas por el acuerdo escrito de 
la Ciudad (el “Contrato de PERS”) con el Sistema de Retiro de los Empleados Públicos de California (el “Sistema de Retiro”), 
para pagar ciertas obligaciones pendientes con el Sistema de Retiro y (B) la autorización para emitir, ocasionalmente, los Bonos 
Adicionales de la Ciudad con el fin de reembolsar las obligaciones de la Ciudad relacionadas con el PERS y/o para reembolsar los 
Bonos pendientes.
 

CASE INFORMATION
(INFORMACIÓN DE CASO)

	 1. The name and address of the court is: (El nombre y direccion de la corte es):

	 Superior Court of the State of California
	 County of Los Angeles 
	 111 N. Hill Street
	 Los Angeles, CA 90012

	 2. The Court Department is (La corte y el departamento es): Department 69, the Honorable Judge William F. 		
    Fahey presiding
	
	 3. The case number is (el número de caso): 21STCV02639

	 4. The name, address and telephone number of plaintiff’s attorney is:  (El nombre, la direccion y el numero de 		
teléfono del abogado del demandante, es):
	 Brian P. Forbath
	 Allison E. Burns
	 STRADLING YOCCA CARLSON & RAUTH
	 A Professional Corporation
	 660 Newport Center Drive, Suite 1600
	 Newport Beach, California  92660
	 Telephone:  (949) 725-4000
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NOTICE OF PETITION TO ADMINISTER ESTATE OF:
HARMON D. VINSON, JR.
CASE NO. 21STPB02109 
To all heirs, beneficiaries, creditors, contingent creditors, and persons who may otherwise be interested in the WILL or estate, or both of 
HARMON D. VINSON, JR..
A PETITION FOR PROBATE has been filed by KATHLEEN VINSON in the Superior Court of California, County of LOS ANGELES.
THE PETITION FOR PROBATE requests that KATHLEEN VINSON be appointed as personal representative to administer the estate of 
the decedent.
THE PETITION requests authority to administer the estate under the Independent Administration of Estates Act. (This authority will allow 
the personal representative to take many actions without obtaining court approval. Before taking certain very important actions, however, 
the personal representative will be required to give notice to interested persons unless they have waived notice or consented to the proposed 
action.) The independent administration authority will be granted unless an interested person files an objection to the petition and shows good 
cause why the court should not grant the authority.
A HEARING on the petition will be held in this court as follows: 04/27/21 at 8:30AM in Dept. 2D located at 111 N. HILL ST., LOS 
ANGELES, CA 90012 
IF YOU OBJECT to the granting of the petition, you should appear at the hearing and state your objections or file written objections with the 
court before the hearing. Your appearance may be in person or by your attorney.
IF YOU ARE A CREDITOR or a contingent creditor of the decedent, you must file your claim with the court and mail a copy to the personal 
representative appointed by the court within the later of either (1) four months from the date of first issuance of letters to a general personal 
representative, as defined in section 58(b) of the California Probate Code, or (2) 60 days from the date of mailing or personal delivery to you 
of a notice under section 9052 of the California Probate Code. 
Other California statutes and legal authority may affect your rights as a creditor. You may want to consult with an attorney knowledgeable 
in California law.
YOU MAY EXAMINE the file kept by the court. If you are a person interested in the estate, you may file with the court a Request for Special 
Notice (form DE-154) of the filing of an inventory and appraisal of estate assets or of any petition or account as provided in Probate Code 
section 1250. A Request for Special Notice form is available from the court clerk.
Attorney for Petitioner
STUART L. WALLACH, ESQ. SBN 89731, LAW OFFICE OF STUART L. WALLACH
34 EXECUTIVE PARK, STE. 210
IRVINE CA 92614
BSC 219575
3/19, 3/26, 4/2/21
CNS-3450360#
LA MIRADA LAMPLIGHTER



16 To advertise call 562-407-3873Los Cerritos Community News - LosCerritosNews.net MARCH 26, 2021




