
BY BRIAN HEWS

Hews Media Group-Los Cer-
ritos Community News has ob-
tained a letter, dated September 
6, 2019, addressed to Caltrans 
from the city of Cerritos that 
blasts the state agency for rerout-
ing tractor-trailer traffic through 
the City due to I-5 construction 
projects.

Shockingly, the rerouting was 
done without notifying the City.

The City is claiming that the 
rerouting has caused over $5 
million in damage to the streets, 
increased pollution in the area, 
increased traffic noise, and in-
creased the safety risk of resi-
dents.

Further the letter states that 
Caltrans is in violation of the 
project’s final Environmental 
Impact Report which obligates 
the agency to coordinate with cit-
ies to minimize adverse impacts 

during the construction period.
“Caltrans has failed to coor-

dinate thus far, and any further 
lack of communication or con-
sultation with the City and its 
residents is unacceptable.”

The City blasted Caltrans for 
establishing a detour route on 
southbound Carmenita between 
the I-5 and Artesia Blvd., and 
eastbound Artesia Blvd. between 
Carmenita and the I-5.

“Neither stretch of Carmeni-

ta or Artesia is a city designated 
truck route, commercial vehicles 
over 6,000 pounds are strictly 
prohibited on the streets, per 
City Municipal Code.”

The Caltrans rerouting of 
trucks has caused severe dam-
age and increased traffic at peak 
hours, the extensive damage 
alone is estimated “to cost $5.2 
million to repair,” and the “aver-
age daily traffic on said streets 
has significantly increased and 

flows onto arterial streets.”
The City then cited the nu-

merous safety hazards caused by 
the rerouting of traffic, concerns 
that have been voiced by Cerri-
tos residents in calls and emails 
to both HMG-LCCN and the 
City.

The rerouting on Carmenita 
takes large trucks by two schools, 
Stowers Elementary and Carme-
nita Middle school in addition 
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CALTRANS REROUTED TRAFFIC WITHOUT INFORMING CERRITOS, ILLEGAL MOVE WILL COST THE CITY OVER $5 MILLION

BY THOM MARTIN

The City of Lakewood held 
its annual Award of Valor lun-
cheon on Nov. 6 to thank the men 
and women of the Los Angeles 
County Sheriff’s Department and 
Fire Department, as well as the 
community volunteers who pro-
tect and serve Lakewood. 

Bridget Perrizo, a staff mem-
ber at Artesia High was honored 
when she helped two people that 
was being attacked by a dog. 

Bridget, was headed back to 
work from lunch when she spot-
ted a dog attacking a woman and 
young boy. The dog had knocked 
them to the ground and they were 
screaming for help. 

Bridget immediately took 

action, jumping out of her car 
grabbing the boy and helping the 
woman. 

She took them to Artesia High 
School, where they received med-
ical assistance and were ultimate-
ly transported to the hospital. 

Because of her selfless ac-
tions, the City of Lakewood re-
cently awarded Bridget with the 
Mayor’s Award at the city’s an-
nual Awards of Valor ceremony.

"I always wondered what I 
would do when faced with a situ-
ation like this one," said Perrizo. 
"By the grace of God, I had the 
courage to take action. I'm so 
glad that both the mom and son 
are okay, and I'm so honored to 
receive this award.”

BY BRIAN HEWS

While rotting trash is accumu-
lating in many parts of Hawaiian 
Gardens, Mayor Myra Maravilla 
and the City Council finally con-
ducted a hearing, waiting an en-
tire week, and allowing the trash 
to accumulate even more, to once 
again discuss terminating CWS’ 
contract.

Under the Ralph M. Brown 
Act, Maravilla and the City Coun-
cil could have sent out a notice 
and held a meeting within two 
days to address the situation.

“Poor leadership, no foresight 
on the situation, typical of this 
City Council,” former Hawaiian 
Gardens Mayor Rey Rodriguez 
told HMG-LCCN.

The staff report included in 
last week’s meeting presented 
clear evidence that CWS was in 
violation of its contract with the 
City, but Mayor Maravilla and the 
Council were apparently afraid to 
pull the termination trigger, leav-
ing residents driving by stinky 
piles of trash for the foreseeable 
future.

The voluminous staff report 

included several default letters, 
which, under California’s Public 
Resource Code Section 49000, 
starts the clock on termination.

City staff even went the extra 
step and attempted to work with 
CWS to cure the breaches and 
defaults starting in March of this 
year, each of which gave CWS 
steps to resolve the defaults.

In addition to the default no-
tices, the City also attempted to 
arrange meetings with CWS but 
CWS did not attend most meet-
ings.

ARTESIA HIGH STAFF-MEMBER RECEIVES 
AWARD OF VALOR FROM LAKEWOOD

TRASH WILL FINALLY GET CLEANED UP IN HAWAIIAN GARDENS

See TRASH page  15

TRASH piles up at a condominium complex in Hawaiian Gardens. The City chose Waste Resources 
Incorporated as their new hauler, who said they would immediately begin trash pick up. Photo Brian Hews.

ARTESIA HIGH staff-member Bridget Perrizo received the Award of 
Valor from Lakewood for saving two in a dog attack.

See HERO  page  15
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By Laurie Hanson

In the post-pandem-
ic days, one entrepreneur 
has found a way to bring 
healthcare to K-12 schools.

“If you can order a 
hamburger through an app 
and have it arrive at your 
doorstep, we should be 
able to deliver healthcare 
to kids at schools today,” 
said Thomas Shaffer, Pres-
ident of Campus Clinics.  
Though only working in 
the healthcare field for 
three and a half years, 
Shaffer has surrounded 
himself with experts in the 
field, which has allowed 
him to think without his-
torical limitations with a 
unique perspective in an 
innovative way.

During the pandemic, 
he volunteered as a board 
member of a non-profit 
COVID testing laboratory, 
which was a resource for 

on-campus testing. It was 
there he noticed how these 
testing resources were lo-
cated close to the students 
and staff and how the utili-
zation of the resources in-
creased.  “The small differ-
ence in location between 
a testing site in a school 
parking lot and a testing 
cart in a hallway created a 

massive difference in the 
number of individuals who 
used the service,” he said. 
“As the needs of schools 
changed from COVID test-
ing to physical and mental 
healthcare, the lab was not 
intended or well positioned 
to address these needs.  To 
help the schools provide 

You can go to Germany 
and never be German, you can 

go to Japan and never be 
Japanese,  but you can come to 

America and be an American.”
~Ronald Reagan

Los Cerritos Community News Investigation

Central Basin Director Garza’s Private 
Company Represented La Luz Del Mundo 
While Its Leader Was an Indicted Pedophile

Garza consulted with La 
Luz Del Mundo for 15 
months after its leader 
was indicted for forcible 
sex with a minor and 35 
other heinous counts.

By Brian Hews

An examination of  
Central Basin (CB) Di-

rector Juan 
G a r z a ’ s 
S t a t e m e n t 
of Econom-
ic Interests 
(SEI) ob-
tained by 
Los Cerritos 
Community 

News has found an ex-
tremely disturbing busi-
ness relationship that will 
call into question  Garza’s 
personal morals and stan-
dards as a businessman.

Every elected official 
and public employee who 
makes or influences gov-
ernmental decisions is 
required to submit a SEI, 
also known as Form 700, 
annually to their agency’s 
legal or personnel depart-
ment.

The SEI ensures trans-
parency by providing in-
formation to the public 

[ See CLINIC page 12 ]

GUN BUYBACK IN PICO RIVERA GARNERS 271 FIREARMS
L. A. COUNTY Supervisor Janice Hahn held a gun buyback event in Pico Rivera last Saturday Dec.16 with the event 
netting 271 firearms including: ten assault weapons; four ghost guns thirty-six shot guns, 107 rifles and 114 pistols. 
Photo by Jonathan Moore

 Novel Approach Born Out of Pandemic 
Brings Healthcare Directly on Campus to Students

Exclusive
ABCUSD Committee 
Proposes Schools 
for Consolidation
Four schools are 
south of Del Amo; 
one is in Cerritos 
and one is in Artesia.

By Brian Hews

Los Cerritos Commu-
nity News has obtained 
an internal letter from 
ABCUSD to district em-
ployees and staff outlin-
ing the School Facilities 
and Declining Enrollment 
Capacities Ad-Hoc Com-
mittee proposal to con-
solidate six schools in the 

ABCUSD.
The schools are Aloha 

ES, Furgeson ES, Hawai-
ian ES, Juarez Academy, 
Kennedy STEM, and Wil-
low ES.

Hawaiian and 
Furgeson are in the one-
square-mile city of Ha-
waiian Gardens; Aloha 
and Willow are in Lake-
wood; Kennedy is in Cer-
ritos, and Juarez is in the 
1.6-square-mile city of 
Artesia. 

The letter from AB-
CUSD Superintendent 
Gine Zietlow read, “The 
ad hoc committee has 
moved closer to their goal 
of providing a recommen-

[ See ABCUSD page 11 ]

L.A. County Agency Gives La Mirada Neighborhood an A+
By Brian Hews

Community Develop-
ment Block Grant (CDBG) 
funding provides housing 
rehabilitation grants and 
loans, conducts code 
enforcement, resurfaces 
neighborhood streets, 
expands drainage capacity 
to reduce street flooding, 
replaces damaged curbs, 
gutters, and sidewalks, 
plant street trees, and en-
hances street lighting.  

CDBG funds and 
former Redevelopment 
Agency funds were used to 
improve La Mirada’s Fos-

ter Park neighborhood over 
the past twenty years.

The Los Angeles 
County Development Au-

thority (LACDA) conducts 
a study every ten years to 
determine if conditions 
exist, such as deteriorated 
buildings or abandoned 

properties, that negatively 
impact the neighborhood 
overall and, therefore, 
qualify for CDBG funding. 

LACDA recently 
reviewed conditions in the 
Foster Park neighborhood 
and recognized the city’s 
efforts to modernize the 
infrastructure and en-
hance the properties in the 
neighborhood. As a result 
of these advancements, 
the community, located 
west of Valley View Ave., 
no longer requires CDBG 
funding.  

Linda Jenkins, Director 
[ See LA MIRADA page 12 ]

 By Brian Hews

The La Palma City 
Council at its at its regular 
meeting on December se-
lected Marshall Goodman 
as Mayor and Mark Wald-

man as Mayor Pro Tem for 
2024.

“It’s an honor to be 
here, and I look forward to 
collaborating with the Staff 
and Council to enhance the 
community,” said Good-

man.
He congratulated out-

going Mayor Debbie Bak-
er, acknowledging her suc-
cessful leadership, stating, 
“Mayor Baker did a great 
job steering the ship.” 

Elected to the City 
Council in November 2016, 
Mayor Goodman also as-
sumed the role of President 
of the League of California 
Cities Orange County Divi-

Marshall Goodman Selected La Palma Mayor

about an official’s per-
sonal financial interests, 
ensuring that officials are 
making decisions in the 
public’s best interests and 
not enhancing their per-
sonal piggybanks.

When he was appoint-
ed CB Director to replace 
the late Phil Hawkins, 
Garza was required to file 
an Incoming SEI, which 
LCCN obtained via a pub-
lic records request a few 
weeks ago.

Garza listed fifteen 
companies where he is 
getting $10,000 or more 
in income, as required by 
the Fair Political Practices 
Commission on the SEI.  

That would indicate 
that Garza is receiving, 
at a minimum, $150,000 
from the companies for 
his Bellflower-based 
company, Six Heron, and 
$60,000 from his current 
employer, California Cit-
ies for Self-Reliance-JPA.

Yet, with all that in-
come, LCCN found Gar-
za to be delinquent with 
his Bellflower business 
license fee for four years 
in October of this year; 
Garza was on the Bell-

NEW MAYOR: (l-r) Councilmember Nitesh Patel, 
Councilmember Janet Keo Conklin, Mayor Marshall 
Goodman, Councilmember Debbie Baker, and Mayor 
Pro Tem Mark Waldman.

[ See LA PALMA page 12 ]

[ See GARZA page 15 ]

A SCHOOL-AGE student can receive on-campus health-
care through Campus Clinics. The program contracts with 
42 school districts in California.

Juan Garza
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LA County Moves Forward with Southeast LA Cultural Center

Staff Report

This week  the Los Angeles Coun-
ty Board of Supervisors unanimously 
approved a motion authored by Supervisor 
Janice Hahn and co-authored by Super-
visor Hilda L. Solis to create a plan for 
the county’s development and operations 
of the proposed Southeast Los Angeles 
(SELA) Cultural Center on county proper-
ty along the Los Angeles River in the City 
of South Gate near Imperial Hwy and the 
710 freeway

“Southeast LA is bursting with art and 
with talent, but what it has been denied for 
too long are the space and investments to 
celebrate it,” said Hahn, who represents 
Southeast Los Angeles. “This communi-
ty deserves the same access to arts and 

cultural institutions that the Westside and 
Downtown LA have had for decades. The 
Southeast LA Cultural Center has been a 
dream of artists here in SELA for years, 
and I am proud that we can take this huge 
step toward making this dream a reality 
with the full force of the County behind it 
and the unanimous support of our board.”

The project has already received $124 
million in state funds secured by Speaker 
Emeritus Anthony Rendon and State Sen-
ator Lena Gonzalez. Los Angeles County 
departments will now take on the role of 
planning the construction of the Frank 
Gehry-designed project, transforming 
what is now a Los Angeles County Public 
Works yard into this world-class cultural 
center. 

THE PROPOSED SOUTHEAST Los Angeles (SELA) Cultural Center on county 
property along the Los Angeles River in the city of South Gate near the intersection 
of Imperial Hwy and the 710 freeway.



4 To advertise call 562-407-3873Online at  loscerritosnews.net DECEMBER 22, 2023

Supreme Court Must Stop 
Trump Delay Scheme
By Jesse Wegman

Almost three years later after the 
Jan. 6 insurrection Mr. Trump is still 
trying to evade legal accountability by 
delay and misdirection.

Lat week, the case reached the 
Supreme Court, where litigation is nor-
mally measured in months, if not years. 

But sometimes time is of the es-
sence. That’s the case now, as the court 
weighs whether to expedite the case 
against Mr. Trump, who is trying to get 
his criminal charges thrown out.

Last week after the federal trial 
judge, Tanya Chutkan, rejected Mr. 
Trump’s legal arguments that he is 
immune from prosecution, he appealed 
to delay, but special counsel Jack Smith 
countered by going directly to the Su-
preme Court, asking the justices to take 
the case away from the appeals court 
and rule quickly.

It was, he acknowledged, “an 
extraordinary request” for “an extraor-
dinary case.” 

The justices took the hint, ordering 
Mr. Trump to file his response by next 
week.

The justices were right not to sit 
on Mr. Smith’s appeal. The American 
people deserve to know, well before 
they head to the polls, whether Mr. 
Trump is a convicted criminal — guilty 

of conspiring to subvert the outcome of 
a free and fair election to keep himself 
in power.

The Jan. 6 trial is scheduled to start 
in early March, and it cannot move for-
ward until the court decides whether he, 
as a former president, is immune from 
prosecution for his actions in office.

The good news is there’s nothing 
stopping them. The justices are fully 
capable of acting fast when the circum-
stances demand. In the 2000 presiden-
tial election the dispute over Florida’s 
vote count rocketed up to the court not 
once but twice in a matter of days. 

The court issued its final opinion in 
Bush v. Gore, which was 61 pages in 
all, including dissents, barely 24 hours 
after hearing oral arguments.

In 1974 the court managed to decide 
another hugely consequential case 
involving the presidency — Richard 
Nixon’s refusal to turn over his secret 
Oval Office tapes — over the course of 
a few weeks in June and July. 

The court’s ruling, which came out 
during its summer recess, went against 
Mr. Nixon and led to his resignation 
shortly afterward.

The stakes in both cases were 
extraordinary, effectively deciding who 
would (or would not) be president. 
In both cases, the justices knew the 
country was waiting on them, and they 
showed they had no trouble resolving a 
legal dispute rapidly. 

The Jan. 6 charges against Mr. 
Trump are similarly consequential. 
Never before in American history had 
a sitting president interfered with the 
peaceful transfer of power; all Amer-
icans have a compelling interest in 
getting a verdict in this case before the 
election.

For that to happen, the Supreme 
Court needs to rule on Mr. Trump’s 
claim of executive immunity. The 
former president’s argument is that his 
actions to overturn the election were 
taken in the course of his official duties 
and thus that he is absolutely immune 
from prosecution for them. It’s an ab-
surd claim, as Judge Chutkan explained 
in denying it on Dec. 1.

“Whatever immunities a sitting 
president may enjoy, the United States 
has only one chief executive at a time, 
and that position does not confer a 
lifelong ‘get-out-of-jail-free’ pass,” she 
wrote. “Defendant’s four-year service 
as commander in chief did not bestow 
on him the divine right of kings to 

evade the criminal accountability that 
governs his fellow citizens.”

Mr. Trump made two additional 
arguments, involving double jeopardy 
and the First Amendment, that were 
even weaker than the immunity claim, 
and Judge Chutkan denied those as 
well. She was probably tempted to 
toss out all of them as frivolous, as so 
many of Mr. Trump’s delaying tactics, 
dressed up as legal arguments, turn out 
to be. Instead she erred on the side of 
caution because no one has ever made 
such arguments, so there is no legal 
precedent for assessing their validity.

Of course, the reason no one had 
made these arguments is that no former 
president had been criminally charged. 
Classic Donald Trump, “who can shoot 
someone on 5th Avenue without getting 
charged.”

The irony is that even as he seeks to 
delay and obstruct the justice system, 
Mr. Trump is bolstering the case for 
a speedy trial, thanks to his repeated 
threatening outbursts on social media. 

He has attacked the judge, the pros-
ecutor and others, including those who 
are likely to testify against him, routine 
for a man who has spent a lifetime 
acting out and daring decent Americans 
everywhere to do something, anything, 
to stop him.

“He keeps challenging the system to 
hold him accountable,” Kristy Parker of 
Protect Democracy, a nonpartisan advo-
cacy group, said. “Most other defen-
dants who behaved in this way would 
risk being thrown in jail for violating 
the conditions of their bail.

She was referring to the propen-
sity for threats and violence that Mr. 
Trump’s supporters, egged on by their 
overlord, have shown in the face of any 
attempt to hold him to account. 

At this point, however, many Ameri-
cans have accepted that risk as part 
of the price of cleansing the nation of 
a uniquely malicious political figure. 
We know the violence is coming, just 
as we know Mr. Trump will claim that 
any election he doesn’t win is rigged 
against him.

“The best way to do anything about 
this is to have the trial soon,” Ms. Park-
er said. Right now, there are nine peo-
ple in America who can help guarantee 
that is what happens.

Ms. Wegman is on the Editorial 
Board of the New York Times.

Trump Said He Wanted to be a Dictator-Believe Him
Do you really think he can be a “dictator for a day,” like he is just going to quit as a dictator on the second day?
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Teen Entrepreneur Runs 
Own Business, Dreams 
of Greater Things
By Laurie Hanson

Every day, 14-year-old Makenzie Dow-
lin of Buena Park learns something new or 
faces a new challenge. 

The daughter of a single mother is a 
high school freshman at California Con-
nections Academy where she attends class 
online full-time and maintains a 4.0 GPA, 
but also runs her business, Beaded by Ken-
zie. With the help of her single parent moth-
er and grandmother, she started her own 
small business to afford attending a sum-
mer school nursing program and eventually 
wants to join the U.S. Air Force.

“It all makes me so much stronger,” 
Dowlin said of her challenges. “The balance 
between school, my clubs, business, family, 
being a kid, and volunteering is sometimes 
a struggle but extremely rewarding. It em-
powers me even more, and with every dol-
lar, I get closer to my goal!”

Her teachers have also been very sup-
portive. “They really care about my suc-
cess as a student and encourage me to do 
amazing things inside the classroom and be-
yond,” she explained. “Since enrolling, I’ve 
enjoyed the flexibility of creating a learning 
schedule that works for me.”

She found it allowed her to be proactive 
and independent in her schoolwork. She can 
work ahead or slow down when necessary. 
It has helped her maintain a 4.0 GPA while 
participating in other things she’s passionate 
about. One is the Young Entrepreneurs Club 
she created for other students who want to 
start or already have their own businesses. 

After watching her mother struggle for 
many years as a single parent and attend-
ing a summer program with Girls Inc. Eu-

reka! Dowlin felt empowered with the idea 
of selling handmade bracelets to afford a 
summer school nursing program. As a free, 
unique five-year program, Girls Inc. Eure-
ka! provides girls with an introduction to 
STEM, personal development, sports, men-
torship, and career exploration while pre-
paring them for their education after high 
school.

“They taught me that there is absolutely 
nothing that should stand in the way of my 
goals and dreams,” she said. “They teach 
girls how to become young ladies and be 
successful women whether it be in business 
or entrepreneurship.” 

By growing her business and using pro-
ceeds from it, Dowlin hopes to afford every 
year of the summer nursing program while 
helping her mother.  

“I’ve watched my mom struggle my 
whole life, so I want to do something so 
I can help her,” she explained. “With my 
mom being a single mom, I knew she could 
not afford the cost of this and I’m too young 
to get a job, so I brought the idea up to my 
mom and grandma. With their full support, I 
haven’t looked back, and with my determi-
nation to succeed and never give up, I plan 
to take this to the next level.”

“I started my business in August of this 
year,” she added. “My mom has been my 
biggest supporter, [and] without her I would 
not have this drive to succeed.” 

“When I was first starting, every time I 
mentioned something I needed, my grand-
ma and mom battled to see who would have 
it delivered to our doorstep first,” Dowlin 
said humorously. “Grandma would always 
win! Our family and friends are [also] very 
supportive and show up to all my events!” 

With nursing and success in mind, Dow-
lin said, “I love helping people!” 

“My plan is to get good grades, get the 
Gold Presidential Award for Volunteering, 
and have plenty of scholarship options so 
I can take this with me when signing up for 
the United States Air Force,” she explained.

As in any business, success doesn’t 
come overnight. She said now when she 
makes a profit, she reinvests half to contin-
ue having plenty of stock. 

“I am halfway to my goal of $6,500 
by summertime so I can participate in the 
nursing program,” Dowlin said. “I haven’t 
decided on which nursing program I’d like 
to join yet, but with the help of my mom, we 
will determine which is the best fit for me.”

In parting, Dowling hopes others al-
ways remember age means nothing when it 
comes to a person’s dreams and goals. 

“You can be young, or you can be old 
but the sooner you start the quicker your 
dreams can become your reality,” she said. 
“Thank you to Girls Inc. for teaching me 
this, and all my teachers for supporting my 
passion to make my dreams a reality!”

The ABC Federation of Teachers 
A Union of Professionals

WITH HER family’s support, 14-year-old 
Makenzie Dowlin (right) has launched her 
own small business while maintaining a 4.0 
GPA at. Her mother, Kimberly Strickler 
(left), have been instrumental in her success. 
Makenzie is raising money for attending 
a summer nursing school program, and 
eventually wants to join the U.S. Airforce.

!
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Call (888) 336-6100
athensservices.com • Email: cs@athensservices.com

SOLID WASTE AND RECYCLING SERVICES
Proudly serving the city of Cerritos

GOT TRASH? RENT ME!
• Up to 7-day rental
• Next day delivery
• Approximately 350lb. weight capacity
• Ideal for general cleanup projects 
• Extra empties may be ordered for an     
  additional fee.

Staff Report

Artesia Counclperson Melissa Ra-
moso and Cerritos Councilperson Frank 
Yokoyama, along with Arleen Rojas 
from Carson, Juslyn Manalo from Daly 
City and Secretary of Labor Julie Su 
represented their respective cities and 
the Filipino Community on Tuesday, 
November 28 at the White House. 

The electeds celebrated Filipino 
American History Month at the Eisen-
hower Executive Office Building.

Councilpersons Attend Filipino American History Month Celebration

AT WHITE HOUSE: Artesia 
Councilperson Melissa Ramoso and 
Cerritos Councilperson Frank Yokoyama 
at the celebration.

Cerritos
Residents in single-family homes can 

recycle their Christmas trees beginning 
Tuesday, December 26 through Friday, 
January 5 by placing them at the curb for 
pick-up by 7 a.m. on their trash collection 
days. The trees will be composted or used 
for the Los Angeles County Sanitation Dis-
trict’s daily landfill cover. 

Trees to be recycled should not con-
tain any lights, tinsel, nails, metal stands 
or decorations, and should not be placed in 
bags. Trees more than 4 feet tall should be 
cut in half. Flocked trees will be accepted.

Businesses in Cerritos or residents liv-
ing in apartments or condominiums can 
place trees next to their trash bin for col-
lection. 

Artesia
CR & R provides holiday tree collec-

tion following December 25. You may 
place trees less than 6 feet inside your 
green waist cart. If your tree is over 6 
feet please cut it in half and lace it at the 
curb on your regular collection day. Tree 
collectors will come by on your collection 
day. 

Holiday trees are considered organic 
waste, which means they can be compost-
ed, mulched, or even converted into fuel. 

The tree is only considered to be or-
ganic if it is stripped down to its original 
form. This means removing all of the 
lights, ornaments, and tinsel. the flocked 
tree, where the tree is sprayed white for a 
winter effect, is not compostable 

Recycle Your Christmas Tree Beginning December 26

NEWLY ELECTED ABCUSD Board President Sophia Tse accepts the Partnership 
Award from the Artesia City Council at its December 11 meeting. Present were (3rd from 
left). ABC VP Ernie Nishii, Artesia Councilman Rene Trevino, ABC Trustee Michael 
Eugenio, Councilwoman Melissa Ramoso, Mayor pro tem Tony Lima, Mayor Monica 
Manalo, Cerritos College President Dr. Jose Fierro, Ms. Tse, ABC Superintendent Gina 
Zietlow, Cerritos College Board President Dr. Shin Liu, and Artesia Councilman Ali Taj. 
Tse remarked, “Thank you to the Artesia City Council for recognizing ABCUSD and our 
longstanding partnership; the results of this partnership are great schools.”

ABCUSD Board President Accepts Award from Artesia City Council
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Bakers & Baristas transforms 
into an ambitious wine bar 
called Luka after dark.

By Cathy Chaplin 
Eater.com

Opened by brothers Eric and 
Joseph Quan in 2015 on the 
border of Artesia and Cerri-
tos, Bakers & Baristas is best 

known for its flavored lattes and laminated 
pastries, including classic croissants and 
buckwheat kouign amann. 

Now, the popular daytime spot is offer-
ing an all-new dinner service called Luka. 

Named after co-owner and head bak-
er Eric’s newborn son, the weekends-only 

affair serves small and large plates paired 
with globally sourced, natural-leaning 
wines. 

“Our goal is to create a neighborhood 
wine bar-restaurant that we feel like our 
city is lacking,” Eric Quan said.

While wine bars are having a certifiable 
moment in LA proper, they are a relative 
rarity in this southeast pocket of the city. 

“The neighborhood’s changed a lot 
since we first opened, it was just mainly 
chain restaurants,” said Quan. 

“Now, there’s an influx of more inde-
pendent operators, but not anyone that’s 
pushing the boundaries like this.” 

Though Bakers and Baristas briefly 
served a “gastropub” dinner menu eight 
years ago, this latest iteration reflects how 
far the Quans have come and where they 
hope to go in the future. 

“Everyone’s starting to have a family, 
so everyone’s starting to move back to Cer-
ritos and we’re just trying to create a space 
for people who enjoy going out, having a 
nice meal, having a couple of glasses of 
wine, and not having to drive to LA or Or-
ange County,” he says.

On great dish is the spicy blue prawns 
with Calabrian chile, fermented shrimp 
butter, fennel pollen, parsley, and scallion 
ash.

Chef Mike Judilla, who worked at Bak-
ers and Baristas when it first opened, spent 
nearly a decade cooking in Buenos Aires at 
mom-and-pop restaurants and in Las Vegas 
at places like the Italian American hot spot 
Carbone and Wolfgang Puck’s high-end 
steakhouse CUT before relocating back to 
LA to open Luka with the Quans. 

While Luka’s evening menu differs 
from what’s brewing and baking during 
daytime hours, the ingredient sourcing 
philosophy — supporting local and sus-
tainable producers like Long Beach mush-
rooms and Wiser Family Farms — and 
dedication to making everything from 
scratch carries through from day to night.

Luka’s menu is comprised of just over 
a dozen dishes. Starters include marinated 
olives with fennel, a hamachi crudo driz-
zled with chive oil, and a loaf of house-
baked country bread paired with salted 
Isigny Sainte-Mère butter and white an-
chovies. 

Judilla’s “Potato Situation” makes for 
a hearty side dish and consists of a deep-
fried, creme fraiche-laced mashed potato 

puck dusted with chive powder. 
Shareable mains include squid ink 

spaetzle slathered in Santa Barbara sea ur-
chin butter, a Peads & Barnett pork collar 
with green harissa, and a hefty 20-ounce, 
bone-in Flannery ribeye steak. 

To pair with Judilla’s cooking is a 
well-curated beer and wine selection. “Right 
now we’re still building our wine list,” said 
Eric. “The goal is to have a good mix of 
wine at a pretty approachable price point.”  
Luka’s list of 25 to 30 bottles leans French 
and natural but also includes Italian and 
domestic varieties.

Luka brings a moody, candle-lit vibe 
starting at 5:30 p.m. from Fridays through 
Sundays. 

Front-of-house manager Holly Chi 
runs the 40-seat, full-service dining room. 
“We’re just trying to create a place that we 
would like to go to,” Eric says. “Super ca-
sual, great food with great sourcing.”

Luka is located at 11700 South Street, 
Artesia, CA 90701, and is open Friday 
through Sunday from 5:30 p.m. to 10 p.m.

Artesia Coffee Shop 
Morphs Into Cool 

Wine Bar on Weekends

MARINATED Cherry Tomatoes; Spicy Blue Prawns; Whole Branzino and Caesar 
Salad highlight some of Luka’s menu in Artesia. Photos from Eater.com

LUKA OFFERS weekend specials such 
as this pork sisig dish-crispy pork belly 
with chili, yuzu mayo and pickled onion 
topped off with a fried egg all on top of a 
fluffy bed of rice.
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By Loren Kopff
@LorenKopff on X/Twitter

 
MESA, AZ-The first appearance in 

the 26th Annual NIKE Tournament of 
Champions for the Whitney High girls 
basketball program didn’t go the way 
head coach Myron Jacobs would have 
wanted. The Wildcats flew out of Long 
Beach this past Monday morning, arrived 
in Phoenix around 9:15 and had roughly 
five hours to get their rental vehicles, 
check in at the tournament hotel and 
head over to the Legacy Sports Complex, 
located in the far eastern suburb of Mesa.

When its game against Las Ve-
gas-based Faith Lutheran High began 
an hour later, Whitney quickly trailed 
10-4 before going on a 9-4 run to end the 
quarter. But inconsistent play on both 
sides of the ball and foul trouble to senior 
star player Kylie Wang was too much to 
overcome as the Wildcats lost to the Cru-
saders 51-47. Whitney was held scoreless 
the final 1:25 of the contest after junior 
Haylie Wang had tied the game. In fact, 
Whitney took one shot over that span, 
which didn’t come until less than five 
seconds remained on the clock.

“There’s no excuses,” said Jacobs. 
“We had our [butt] handed to us because 
we didn’t want to listen. That’s what it all 
comes down to; not listening and not re-
bounding and terrible passing. There’s no 
excuse. We landed at nine; we didn’t land 
at two. At the end of the day, we lost, fair 
and square.”

After the early six-point deficit to 
begin the game, Whitney stormed back to 
take a one-point lead. The Wang sisters 
combined for all seven points in that 

stretch, including a steal and subsequent 
basket from Haylie Wang and her receiv-
ing a pass from Kylie Wang to make it 
11-10 with 2:21 left in the stanza.

Faith Lutheran would respond with 
an 8-2 run before the Wildcats regained 
the lead with eight straight points, high-
lighted by a three-pointer from freshman 
Alyssa So with 5:09 left in the half. That 
would be Whitney’s largest lead of the 
contest and the only three-pointer the 
team would get. The Wildcats were one 
of six from beyond the arc. The Crusad-
ers would end the half on a 13-6 run and 
would not relinquish the lead until Haylie 
Wang tied the game late.

“We just lost,” said Jacobs. “They 
wanted it more than us. We went out 
there trying to look for fouls and look to 
play superstar basketball and not look 
to play team basketball. If something is 
working, why go away from it? A three 
doesn’t solve anything. A mid-range 
doesn’t solve anything. We lost, fair and 
square.”

Despite the game staying close 
throughout the first half, Kylie Wang was 
saddled with three fouls in the first seven 
minutes of the game. She picked up her 
fourth early in the fourth quarter but 
would not foul out and ended the game 
with a season-low eight points on three 
of 15 shooting from the field but had six 
rebounds and two steals.

“She was trying to do too much,” said 
Jacobs. “She was trying to do entirely 
too much. Instead of relying on every-
one around her, she was trying to do too 
much, and that’s what you’re not sup-
posed to do as a senior.”

Whitney outscored Faith Lutheran 

11-8 in the third quarter, including a 9-2 
run over the final 4:50. But the fourth 
quarter would see the teams trade point 
for point, or basket for basket as the 
‘Cats got it down to a point four times, 
but could never grab what would have 
been their fourth lead of the game.

Haylie Wang led everyone with 22 
points and had seven rebounds with three 
steals while sophomore Mady Macar-
aeg added 10 points and nine rebounds. 
So finished with seven points and five 
rebounds as no one else got into the 
scoring column.

“It comes down to rebounding,” said 
Jacobs. “You can’t let a team get three 
consecutive rebounds back to back to 
back to score and then, there’s 1:45 [left 
in the game] and we’re not sprinting back 
on defense putting it on the fence. That’s 
the personal issues we have to fix.”

This past Tuesday morning, Whitney 
faced hometown Mesa and blasted the 
Jackrabbits 51-30. Whitney, which im-
proved to 10-3, scored the first 12 points 
in the first 4:56, then went on runs of 7-0, 
6-0 and 10-0 in the first half as it led 42-

26th ANNUAL NIKE TOURNAMENT OF CHAMPIONS
WHITNEY GIRLS BASKETBALL SPLITS FIRST TWO GAMES OF PRESTIGIOUS OUT OF STATE TOURNAMENT

GIRLS BASKETBALL
GAHR BREEZES PAST VALLEY CHRISTIAN IN NEIGHBORLY BATTLE OF DEPLETED TEAMS

 By Loren Kopff
@LorenKopff on X/Twitter

 
The Gahr High girls basketball team, 

trying to feed off the success it had last 
season when it went to the CIF-Southern 
Section Division 5AA championship 
game, began this season with 11 players. 
But when the Gladiators hosted Valley 
Christian High last Friday night, they 
were down to eight players.

They weren’t getting any sympathy 
cards from the Defenders as they were in 
a little worse condition, suiting up seven 
players out of 11 but with two starters out 
since at least Dec. 1. Against Gahr, they 
started three sophomores and two fresh-
men while the Gladiators started three 
juniors and two freshmen. When it was all 
said and done, Gahr showed why it is still 
the favorites to go deep in the playoffs, 
crushing its Artesia Blvd. neighbors 63-
34.

It was a game where others had to step 
up and for Gahr, it was Simarpreet Sogi, 
who blistered V.C. for 27 points and three 
steals.  

“That’s actually the mindset,” said 
Gahr head coach Alfred Howard. “With-
out a starter tonight, without two starters 
on Wednesday, you want to [have] the 
next man up mentality, but actually, ev-
erybody should be ready to go. We’re not 
as deep as last year, so one through nine 
has to be ready to go because any given 
night, we have to play.”

Sogi began her team’s scoring with 
a three-pointer, but with Gahr quickly 
down 5-3, it went on an 11-0 run and the 
Defenders wouldn’t get closer than seven 
points the rest of the game. Without the 
services of senior Jada Thompson and 
sophomore Jocelyn Tani, the Defenders 
tried to find other options and two of them 
came from freshman Hannah Burgoyne. 
She and fellow freshman Jenna Van 

Kampen each scored five points in the first 
half while sophomores Liana Lopez and 
Aniyah Peoples each had two points as 
Gahr was comfortably ahead 37-14 at the 
break.

“It’s pretty difficult when I can’t do 
what we normally do because I don’t 
have the bodies,” said V.C. head coach 
Dan Leffler. “We need to play man and 
switch everything, and we can’t because I 
don’t have the personnel to do it right now 
because we’re banged up.

“[Burgoyne] is a great player; she’s 
a good shooter who had a great night 
shooting,” he continued. “But we’re pretty 
one-dimensional with the crew that I’ve 
got right now.”

Gahr was up 19-7 after the first quarter 
with Sogi getting 13 points on four of six 
shooting from the field and three down-
town shots. By the time the game had 
reached halftime, Sogi had 25 points with 
half a dozen three-pointers while junior 
Jody Colbert (four points, three assists, 
two rebounds) and freshmen Rachel 
Fredenburg (four points, 11 rebounds) and 
Ella Sims (four points, eight rebounds) 
combined to do the other damage.

“Ella didn’t want to play basketball 
anymore,” said Howard. “She came in; 
she bought in to what we were doing. 
She’s having fun, but also Rachel Fre-
denburg. She’s a freshman also. So, with 
those two, Gahr’s future is bright with 
those two young players.”

“Honestly, at that point, I’m not super 
concerned about [Sogi],” said Leffler 
about the first half. “I’m more concerned 
about us and not quitting and fighting 
through adversity. Hey, these are the girls 
we have, and we have to go compete. 
We’re in the gym now and we have to go. 

The goal was to win the third quarter and I 
think we came up short.”

After a free throw from Gahr junior 
Karen Barrocan opened the second half 
scoring, the Defenders scored consecutive 
baskets for the first time-a three pointer 
from Burgoyne and a two-pointer from 
Van Kampen. Later in the stanza, Lopez 
had back to back buckets to make it 49-25 
as V.C. was outscored 14-11. It would 
be outscored by three points again in the 
fourth quarter as Leffler continued to be 
pleased with his team not quitting.

“We’ve played in a few of these now, 
where we’ve been getting beat up pretty 
good score-wise,” said Leffler. “Our mes-
sage is life is hard; we’ve got to do hard 
things, and we’re going to figure out how 
to face adversity and keep finishing games 
because that’s what we signed up for.”

While Sogi was held to two points 
on one of seven shooting in the second 
half, Mims had a monster third quarter 
with five rebounds, four points, all on free 
throws and a couple of blocks. Four other 
players combined for eight points as the 
team is finding other ways to pick up the 
slack while junior Christine Ho, a key 
starter from last season, remains sidelined. 
Fredenburg and Mims each finished with 
10 points with the former grabbing 17 
rebounds and the latter getting 15 boards.

“It’s the confidence,” said Howard of 
Sogi. Last year as a 10th grader and this 
year as a junior, you could see out there 
she’s just more confident. We really need-
ed that tonight without Christine being 
here.”

For the Defenders, Burgoyne scored a 
team-high 17 points and had five re-
bounds. Since scoring eight points in the 

[ See WHITNEY page 11 ]

[ See GAHR page 11 ]

THE WHITNEY HIGH girls basketball team poses after defeating Mesa (AZ) 
High 51-30 this past Tuesday morning in the second of four games in the NIKE 
Tournament of Champions. PHOTO BY LOREN KOPFF. 
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season opener against Santa Fe High on 
Nov. 13, Burgoyne has reached double 
figures in scoring in 12 straight games, in-
cluding back to back games in which she 
had 30 and 32 points against San Gabriel 
Academy and Norwalk High respectively.

“It kind of goes in spurts,” said Leffler. 
“Now, as people start to recognize that she 
can score, we’re going to have to be more 
creative with what we do offensively. That 
gets a little more difficult with the girls I 
have on the floor because I can’t draw it 
up on the fly like I normally would, like 
the old days.”

Lopez had eight points and seven 
rebounds while Van Kampen added seven 
points and five rebounds and two assists. 
The Defenders dropped to 6-7 but were 
3-3 before losing Thompson and 3-4 when 
Tani went down. They will host Bellflow-
er High on Dec. 21, then face Marlbor-
ough High on Dec. 26 in the first round of 
the Larry Doyle Tournament of Champi-
ons at Marina High.

“I think to get where are right now 
with kind of what we’ve been through, 
I’m happy with it,” said Leffler. “I’m not 
satisfied with it, but I’m happy with it, and 
I feel like we’ve probably won a couple 
of games that people think we’re going to 
win, especially when we’re banged up af-
ter the 3-3 mark. I feel good about where 
we’re at, but we have a long way to go 
yet, and we’re running out of time because 
league is coming.”

“It’s not all me,” he later added. “So, 
I’m going to start with that. It’s the girls; 
we have younger girls who want to work 
hard, and they have to show up and put in 
work. I demand that of them because I’m 
going to be here and I’m going to be on 
time early and so are they. I think we’re 
getting to a place where we understand the 
instructions are important.”

13 at the break.
“I think the message was clear,” said 

Jacobs. “Either take care of business or 
let’s get back in the gym and let’s do a 
lot of running.”

Jacobs was able to play his entire 
team of 11, but standing out was So, who 
scored a game-high 17 points, all coming 
in the first half. She was four of eight 
from the field in the opening quarter, all 
coming from three-point territory and 
ended the game five of 13 from down-
town. Kylie Wang scored 10 points, 
had nine rebounds, five assists and four 
steals while junior Kiera Kato came off 
the bench to post a career-high 10 points 
with two steals. Haylie Wang pitched in 
with seven points and eight boards.

Last season. Gahr started 5-5, then 
won 16 of their next 17 regular season 
games before going 5-2 in the playoffs. 
Now, with just four returning players and 
its only returning starter injured, Gahr has 
stunned the critics and finds itself at 10-1 
with upcoming games against Lakewood 
High (Dec. 18), Mayfair High (Dec. 20) 
and Rancho Alamitos High (Dec. 22) and 
four more games in the Rancho Alamitos 
Tournament from Dec. 26-30.

“You don’t get your freshmen until 
after June or July,” said Howard. “So, 
we didn’t know [who we would have]. 
When I made the schedule, there was no 
Ella; there was no Rachel, there was no 
[freshman] Lexi [Thomas], there was no 
[sophomore] Chloe [Beard]. The sched-
ule was tailored for the returners, but 
with only one starter returning. It’s really 
a blessing that we inherited this talent 
because in May and June, we didn’t know 
[how it would be] with the three returners 
from last year.” 

“This game was okay,” said Jacobs. 
“I thought our girls on the bench did 
good; they got a chance to get in and see 
what they’ll look like in the next couple 
of years. I thought my freshman did 
really well, Alyssa So. Yesterday she was 
a little bit nervous; today she was more 
comfortable.”

Whitney faced Chatfield Senior High 
out of Littleton, CO this past Wednesday 
with the winner to face either (Gillette, 
WY) Campbell County High or Denver 
East High in the final game on Dec. 21. 
The NIKE Tournament of Champions 
hosted 112 teams in seven divisions 
with 31 teams coming from California, 
24 from Arizona and 12 from Colorado. 
There is at least one team from 17 other 
states and even Australia, Canada and 
New Zealand were represented. Teams 
from the CIF-Southern Section went 
9-13 in first round games.

Whitney was situated in the Derril 
Kipp Division and with wins in the final 
two days will win the consolation cham-
pionship of the division. Other teams in 
the same division from the CIF-SS are 
Crean Lutheran High, whom Whitney 
defeated on Nov. 30, and Valley View 
High. Once Whitney returns home, it 
will next be in action on Jan. 3 at Pioneer 
High for the 605 League opener.

“That’s been the story for us the last 
couple of years; these consolation cham-
pionships,” said Jacobs. “When you look 
at our team, we have a complete team. 
We actually can play. A lot of people 
don’t see that. We have freshmen who 
can come in and give you…that’s Alys-
sa’s third or fourth 17 (plus point) game 
and we’re already 13 games in. The kid 
can play. If she doesn’t have 17 points, 
she’ll have at least 12 or 13. We’re just 
not playing to our potential sometimes.”

dation to the board. After reviewing data, 
they are looking at six school sites for 
potential consolidation. 

“Just to be clear, even if a school is on 
this list, that does not mean the commit-
tee will include it in its final recommen-
dation. It means that the committee is 
going to look at further data around each 
of those schools regarding enrollment.” 

The committee only makes a recom-
mendation, and the board will make the 
final determination only after consider-
ing the issue “carefully.” 

If the board determines to consolidate 
any school, the soonest it will occur is 
the ‘25-’26 school year.

Zietlow continued, “I know this may 
be concerning, but I want you to remem-
ber that the committee still has many 
months of work ahead, where they will 
engage with the community through 
townhall meetings and dive deeper into 
each school on the list. Sadly, enrollment 
across the region continues to decline, 
and we are not immune to it. In 2019, we 
had about 20,000 students. This year, we 
have about 18,000 students, and demog-
raphers predict that we will be down to 
just over 15,000 students in 2029.

“We must address this issue so we 
can continue to dedicate resources to 
support students in the future.”

The committee will hold town hall 
meetings later this winter to get commu-
nity input. 

The next committee meeting will be 
held on January 17, 2024, at 6:00 p.m. 
at the ABCUSD District Office, in the 
Board Room, located at 16700 Norwalk 
Blvd. in Cerritos. Public comments about 
this issue should be made at the commit-
tee meeting.

ABCUSD from page 1

NORWALK BOYS BASKETBALL RUNS OUT OF STEAM, FACES FAMILIAR SITUATION AS LEAGUE APPROACHES
By Loren Kopff
@LorenKopff on X/Twitter

 
ANAHEIM-Considering how the 

beginning of the Edward Prange Me-
morial Basketball Tournament went for 
the Norwalk High boys basketball team 
went, head coach Brent Campanelli must 
be pleased with how it ended. The Lanc-
ers lost to Huntington Beach High by 34 
points last Thursday, then bounced back 
to knock off Anaheim High 48-31 the 
next day.

Facing host Loara High last Saturday, 
Norwalk was down by 10 points in the 
first quarter to trail by a point with 88 sec-
onds left in the first half. It was down by 
17 points in the third quarter only to trail 
by two points with 2:51 left in the game. 
But that’s where the Lancers went cold 
and ended up losing 60-52.

“They are resilient; they’re tough,” 
said Campanelli. “We have always been 
like that and when you’re playing from 
behind, you really don’t have any other 
choice than kind of to play chaotic and 
play fast. I’ve been talking to the guys 
about identity and what their identity on 
finding is trying to be a little bit grimy; a 
little more tougher defensively to create 
open shots and try to allow them to play a 
little more free. That’s what was happen-
ing at that moment.”

The Saxons were up by 10 points 
with 4:51 left in the third quarter before 
scoring the next seven points to hold 
their largest lead of the game. However, 
Norwalk responded with an 8-0 run with 
junior Andruw Castellanos scoring the 
last six points. Loara upped its lead to 
14 points less than half a minute into the 
fourth quarter before the Lancers found 

their groove again, this time going on 
a 9-1 run after junior Aaron Reyes hit a 
three-pointer with 4:07 left to play.

A free throw from Reyes with 2:51 
remaining made it a 52-50 contest. But 
the Lancers would miss five straight shots 
from the field since Reyes’ three-pointer 
and didn’t score again until sophomore 
David Zazueta scored off an offensive 
rebound with 12.5 seconds left. Norwalk 
had outscored Loara 22-7 over a span of 
8:50 in the second half.

“I thought [junior] Ariel [Rodriguez] 
got a really clean look right in front of 
me,” said Campanelli. “He had a three-
point look right in front of me and he 
missed it. Andruw had played really, re-
ally well in that stretch and knocked in 
a few, I know, and he had another look 
that didn’t go in. They tightened up and 
they got urgent as well and they tightened 
things up as well. They made it difficult 
for us.”

Zazueta led the Lancers with 16 
points, had six rebounds and two steals 
while Castellanos added a dozen points 
and also had six rebounds and two steals.

“We lean on those two guys,” said 
Campanelli. “David has really stepped up 
as a sophomore and Andruw was kind of 
a guy we were always going to lean on 
as a primary playmaker. Talking about 
resilient, Andruw Castellanos is basically 
the definition of it for us. What he goes 
through night in and night out, being un-
dersized…he is the vocal leader of the 
team. He sets the tone, he never makes an 
excuse, he takes ownership. Having him 
be the focal point is good for us.”

Also having a good game was Reyes, 
who scored 14 points and grabbed three 
rebounds. However, things might have 

been better for the Lancers through the 
first 12 games had they had the services 
of senior Jakhari Ramey, who averaged 
11 points a game last season. He tore his 
ACL and MCL towards the end of sum-
mer. Without him in the lineup, Campan-
elli has had to make some adjustments 
with his starting five. On top of that, se-
nior Robert Salazar hasn’t played in the 
last five games.

“The leaps he had taken in the sum-
mer; it was just the sky’s the limit kind 
of thing,” said Campanelli. “And to be 
honest, it still is for him, because he will 
make a full recovery. But we miss him 
dearly, absolutely. His skill set, his en-
ergy…the joy that guys feel just being 
around him. He had the ball in his hands 
a lot last year; he had the ball in his hands 
a lot in the summer and so guys had to 
step up. But we don’t dwell on it, and he 
wouldn’t want us to. We just keep plug-
ging away.”

The Lancers find themselves in a pre-
carious situation just like the one they 
were in around this time last season. Nor-
walk was sitting at 7-11 last season after a 
55-53 loss to Loara in the last game of the 
Anaheim Colony Classic, knowing it had 
to go at least 7-3 in Mid-Cities League 
action just to make the playoffs, a 6-4 fin-
ish would leave the Lancers with a sub-
.500 overall record and no chance of the 
CIF-Southern Section playoffs.

Norwalk began the week with a con-
vincing 65-15 win over John Glenn High, 
improving to 5-8 with five games remain-
ing before heading into league action. 
After a game on Catalina Island against 
Avalon High on Friday, Norwalk will 
participate in the Estancia Tournament 
beginning with a Dec. 26 game against 

Pioneer High.
“It’s really frustrating,” said Campan-

elli. “I think we are better than what our 
record indicates. We need to start to pile 
up wins, obviously. I do think we are a 
better basketball club than what our re-
cord shows. But [with] six games before 
league, if we can go 3-3 in those, that will 
help. It will keep us right where we’re at. 
Then we get a couple of guys back that 
can play. Hopefully, Robert is healthy, 
and we get a couple of [transfers] who are 
eligible to play after Christmas.”

In other boys basketball action,
Artesia High flew across the country to 

play in the Osceola Tournament and lost 
to Poinciana High out of Kissimmee, FL 
57-22 this past Tuesday before knocking 
off Kathleen High of Lakeland, FL 58-50 

News and Notes 
From Press Row

LCCN Sport Editor
Loren Kopff

[ See NEWS AND NOTES page 12 ]
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healthcare resources on-site, Shaffer cre-
ated Campus Clinic.  “I used the lessons 
learned during the pandemic to improve 
the location and access for patients,” he 
explained. “Now, healthcare resources are 
a classroom or a hallway away from many 
students. This maximizes attendance and 
instructional time while driving utiliza-
tion of healthcare.”

 “Campus Clinic is uniquely positioned 
to meet the growing mental and physical 
healthcare needs of K-12 students, staff, 
and their families,” he said. “Unlike other 
services that rely primarily on Telehealth, 
Campus Clinic places therapists, doctors, 
providers, nurses, and other medical staff 
right on the school campus.”

 One example is Campus Clinic’s ac-
cess to mental health services.

 “We provide access to in-person and 
Telehealth therapy in not only one-on-one 
sessions, but we also provide access to 
group therapy and family therapy,” Shaf-
fer explained. For physical health needs, 
Campus Clinics provide programs that 
enable on-site, in-person primary care 
services. These services can address many 
immediate needs that a patient might go 
to a retail clinic for.  “Schools and fami-
lies see tremendous value in the outbreak 
prevention programs we offer,” he added. 
“Through these services, students and 
staff can be tested for Influenza A and B, 
RSV, and COVID on school campuses. 
This [physical health] program has been 
demonstrated to increase attendance by 
over 1 percent while reducing the spread 
of various diseases.”

 “Our mission is to put healthcare on 
school campuses, to remove barriers to 
access, [and] create a loyal patient base at 
the schools we serve,” Shaffer explained.  
The key to their success is delivering 
in-person care right on campus.

 “Although we also make Telehealth 
services available to all, we believe 
in-person services are critically import-
ant,” he said. “In-person services have 
better outcomes, they reduce absences, 
and they also increase the availability of 
resources.”

 Shaffer learned the value of this 
through a superintendent friend who ex-
plained the need of an underprivileged 
elementary school by describing how the 
school-based health clinic was two miles 
away from the school.  “It might as well 
be twenty miles away,” his friend said.  
“This statement has resonated with me 
and helped me define the way our pro-
grams look,” Shaffer said.

 Evidence demonstrates that in-per-
son services provide more engagement 
and better patient outcomes than other 
modalities. According to Shaffer, this de-
ployment model requires Campus Clinic 
programs to be adaptive to the available 
spaces on campus.

 “Rather than placing the burden of 
seeking care and driving to a facility on 
patients and parents, we believe in the 
right to receive care wherever the patients 
are,” he explained. “We operate a mobile 
model where providers, therapists, and 
other healthcare resources go to the cam-
pus they serve. This overcomes transpor-
tation and access issues for even the most 
under-resourced areas. It is a key point 
of differentiation in our program and in 
healthcare in general.”  “Sometimes pro-
viders work one morning in an empty 
modular classroom and rotate to a Vice 
Principal’s office in the afternoon,” Shaf-
fer said. “Flexibility is key to unlocking 
the on-campus healthcare opportunity for 
schools.”  Universal mental health screen-
ing platforms are but one service Campus 
Clinics offer, which highlights the goals 
and culture of the organization. This web-
based technology platform is available to 
schools as a tool to identify students who 

may be suffering from anxiety or depres-
sion. Schools use it to screen all their stu-
dents several times per year to see who 
needs additional resources, according to 
Shaffer.  “Campus Clinic provides the 
schools with a real-time reporting tool 
that shows the screener results on a dis-
trict, school, grade, and individual basis,” 
he said. “Our tool immediately emails 
their counselors and principals if a self-
harm risk is identified.”  Campus Clinic 
also pairs the screener with the Campus 
Success team. This team of profession-
als reaches out to guardians and parents 
or students who may need mental health 
support and connects them with thera-
pists and providers, according to Shaf-
fer.  “This allows the schools to rest easy, 
knowing that we not only surface an is-
sue, but we immediately connect it with 
a solution and resource,” he explained. 
“This connection to resources allows 
schools to move forward with confidence 
with this universal screener.”  The culture 
and goals of Campus Clinics are to identi-
fy healthcare needs wherever they are and 
to quickly connect those needs with easy-
to-access resources.  “Our universal men-
tal health screener and therapy program 
highlights this goal and culture well,” 
Shaffer said.  Funding for Campus Clinics 
is available in several sustainable ways, 
he added. Some come at no cost to the 
school districts and are funded through 
insurance payers. Others that may have 
a cost are supported by grants and other 
mechanisms, he said.  A unique feature of 
Campus Clinics is that no patient has ever 
been turned away for not having insur-
ance.  “We operate an ‘all-comers’ model 
whereby anyone can receive the care they 
need,” Shaffer said.

 Additionally, Campus Clinics has a 
grant enablement team that locates them 
for school districts whereby they might 
not otherwise be aware of these funding 
resources. They help them with writing 
and submitting the grant applications.  
“This grant enablement program comes 
at no cost to districts and allows them to 
add resources to support our programs,” 
he explained.   The success of Campus 
Clinics is measured in several ways, but 
all focus on patient outcomes and those 
of the schools, according to Shaffer.  “If 
patients and schools are healthier, that is 
a success,” he said.  Stories that motivate 
them most are ones where they have iden-
tified a need that does not have a resource, 
where Campus Clinics meets it in such a 
way that produces a good outcome in an 
easy-to-access way, according to Shaffer.

 “We have implemented this approach 
from Northern California to the Border, 
and we plan to scale it nationwide over 
the coming years,” he said. “We measure 
the quality of the care through the patient 
outcomes it produces, and we feel very 
encouraged by the results we see. Men-
tal health is improving in the patients, 
and physical health needs are being ad-
dressed in both preventative and respon-
sive ways.”

Currently, Campus Clinics contracts 
with 42 school districts and hundreds of 
schools, including California’s largest el-
ementary school district, Chula Vista.                                                                                                                          

of LACDA’s Community Development 
Division, wrote in a letter to the city, 
“Although this outcome does not allow 
the city to qualify for CDBG activities…
it demonstrates the city’s efforts over the 
last 20 years have made a difference in ad-
dressing blighting conditions in the Foster 
Park Neighborhood.” 

Many homeowners in the neighbor-
hood received various grants and loans to 
improve plumbing and electrical systems, 
replace roofs, windows, and doors, fix 
damaged garage doors, complete land-
scaping enhancements, and provide new 
exterior paint. Much of this work was 
funded by a city-sponsored curbside 
appeal rebate program. As with other 
areas of Southern California, property 
values have increased significantly in the 
neighborhood, with many homes more 
than doubling in value since the Great 
Recession. 

Public improvements were also a crit-

ical factor in LACDA’s favorable review. 
“The Foster Park neighborhood was the 
first neighborhood in La Mirada to receive 
comprehensive infrastructure enhance-
ments,” said Public Works Director Mark 
Stowell. The work there preceded other 
infrastructure projects in La Mirada neigh-
borhoods funded by Measure I, a five-year 
sales tax measure approved by voters in 
2012 that has since expired. In addition 
to the neighborhood street improvements, 
the city replaced the playground and add-
ed Community Gardens at Frontier Park 
and completed landscaping renovations on 
the Valley View Ave. median.  

Foster Park neighborhood continues to 
receive service from the city. The recently 
adopted Housing for All initiative con-
tinues prioritizing homes in the area for 
the city’s housing rehabilitation program. 
Neighborhood streets were most recently 
slurry sealed in 2019, and work on reha-
bilitating Valley View Ave. is set to begin 
next fiscal year.  

sion earlier this year. 
Mayor Pro Tem Mark Waldman echoed 

Mayor Goodman’s sentiments, express-
ing eagerness to collaborate with the City 
Council and contribute to La Palma’s sta-
tus as one of the best places to live. Elect-
ed to the City Council in 2004, Mayor Pro 
Tem Waldman served two terms, returning 
to office in 2020 after an 8-year hiatus.
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this past Wednesday, The Pioneers (8-4) 
faced Osceola High on Dec. 21. Glenn’s 
loss to Norwalk dropped its mark to 8-5 
as the Eagles will host Alliance Health 
Services Academy on Friday and New 
Designs University Park on Thursday.

Cerritos High will visit Fountain Val-
ley High on Friday and will be in the Hol-
iday Hoops Tournament at Mt. Carmel 
High in Rancho Penasquitos beginning 
on Wednesday where they will face Mira 
Mesa High in bracket play. The tourna-
ment runs through Dec. 30.

La Mirada High dropped a 71-67 de-
cision to St. Pius X-St. Matthias Acad-
emy last Friday, its third setback in 14 
games this season. The Matadores will 
face Owyhee High out of Meridian, ID on 
Wednesday in the first game of The Clas-
sic at Damien.

Valley Christian High defeated Cham-
inade High 65-50 last Friday to level its 
record after 10 games. The Defenders 
hosted Kennedy High this past Wednes-
day and entertained Serrano High on Dec. 
21. The program will host its yearly tour-
nament next week with V.C. facing Row-
land High on Tuesday, Holy Martyrs Ar-
menian on Wednesday and Brea Olinda 
High on Thursday.

GIRLS BASKETBALL
Artesia (6-4), which hasn’t played 

since Dec. 8, will be in San Diego for the 
Southern California Holiday Prep Classic 
next week. The Pioneers will face West 
Hills High on Wednesday and Lincoln 
High on Thursday.

Cerritos blasted Foothill High 60-
38 last Saturday on the final day of the 
Segerstrom Tournament to improve to 
7-4. The Dons host North Torrance High 
on Friday and will also be in the So Cal 
Holiday Prep Classic where they will play 
Gig Harbor High out of Washington on 
Wednesday and Fallbrook High on Thurs-
day in pool play action.

Glenn lost to Rancho Alamitos High 
60-18 this past Monday to see its record 
go to 2-9. The Eagles visited Baldwin 
Park High on Dec. 21.

La Mirada has won four straight 
games including a 49-24 decision over 
Norco High last Friday. The Matadores 
(6-2) hosted Bolsa Grande High this past 
Wednesday and will face Long Beach 
Cabrillo High on Tuesday while Norwalk 
(4-11) went to Bolsa Grande on Dec. 21 
and will travel to San Gabriel High on 
Friday.

BOYS SOCCER
Artesia has not allowed a goal in four 

straight games, improved to 6-0-2 with 
a 0-0 tie against Kennedy last Thursday, 

a 6-0 win over Workman High this past 
Monday and a 3-0 win over Norwalk this 
past Tuesday. The Pioneers hosted Bald-
win Park on Dec. 21 and will entertain 
Corona High on Thursday.

Cerritos (2-6) fell to Bellflower High 
4-1 this past Tuesday and entertained Es-
peranza High on Dec. 21 while Gahr saw 
its record drop to 1-5-3 after a 3-2 loss to 
Yorba Linda High this past Tuesday.

Glenn was blanked by Ocean View 
High 3-0 last Friday to fall to 4-6-1. The 
Eagles visited Whittier High on Dec. 21 
and will host San Gabriel on Friday while 
La Mirada tied Norwalk 1-1 last Friday 
and was shutout by Brea Olinda 3-0 this 
past Tuesday. The Matadores are 4-5-1.

Norwalk’s loss to Artesia dropped the 
Lancers to a 1-7-1 start, one of the worst 
in the program’s history. The Lancers had 
a record of 4-11-4 in the 2004-2005 cam-
paign and has missed the playoffs four 
times in the past 25 seasons. Their lone 
win was the first game of the season on 
Nov. 14, and they have scored four goals 
thus far.

V.C. edged Whittier 2-1 last Thursday 
to improve to 2-7-2 as it hosted Pacifica 
High this past Wednesday and entertained 
Mayfair High on Dec. 21.

GIRLS SOCCER
Just like the boys, Artesia has been 

playing stellar defense, defeating San 
Gabriel 4-0 and Mountain View High 2-0 
last Saturday in the final day of the Best in 
the West Tournament. The Pioneers (8-1-
1) visited Norwalk this past Wednesday.

Cerritos (5-3-1) swept is two op-
ponents last Saturday in the Best in the 
West Tournament by identical 2-1 scores 
over Crean Lutheran High and La Mirada 
while Gahr blanked Magnolia High 4-0 
and Whittier 5-0 last Saturday in the Best 
in the West Tournament, then edged Whit-
tier Christian High 3-2 this past Tuesday 
to improve to 6-6-1. The Gladiators, now 
on a four-game winning streak, hosted 
Hawthorne High on Dec. 21.

La Mirada (2-5-3) concluded the Best 
in the West Tournament last Saturday with 
a 1-0 win over Dana Hills High before the 
loss to Cerritos. The Matadores hosted 
Yorba Linda this past Wednesday while 
V.C. lost to Flintridge Prep 5-1 and Fair-
mont Prep 2-0 last Saturday in the Best 
in the West Tournament. The Defenders 
(3-4) will face Montclair High and North-
view High on Wednesday in the Ontario 
Christian Christmas Classic. 
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NOTICE OF PETITION TO ADMINISTER ESTATE OF:
GEORGE CHOE
CASE NO. 23STPB13570
To all heirs, beneficiaries, creditors, contingent creditors, and persons who may otherwise be interested in the WILL or 
estate, or both of GEORGE CHOE (AKA GEORGE JINWOO CHOE) 
A PETITION FOR PROBATE has been filed by SAMUEL CHOE in the Superior Court of California, County of LOS 
ANGELES.
THE PETITION requests that SAMUEL CHOE be appointed as ADMINISTRATOR the estate of the decedent.
THE PETITION requests authority to administer the estate under the Independent Administration of Estates Act. (This 
authority will allow the personal representative to take many actions without obtaining court approval. Before taking 
certain very important actions, however, the personal representative will be required to give notice to interested persons 
unless they have waived notice or consented to the proposed action.) The independent administration authority will be 
granted unless an interested person files an objection to the petition and shows good cause why the court should not grant 
the authority.
A HEARING on the petition will be held in this court as follows: 1/18/24 at 8:30AM Dept. 67, Room 614 in Stanley Mosk 
Courthouse located at 111 N. HILL ST., LOS ANGELES, CA 90012.
IF YOU OBJECT to the granting of the petition, you should appear at the hearing and state your objections or file written 
objections with the court before the hearing. Your appearance may be in person or by your attorney.
IF YOU ARE A CREDITOR or a contingent creditor of the decedent, you must file your claim with the court and mail a 
copy to the personal representative appointed by the court within the later of either (1) four months from the date of first 
issuance of letters to a general personal representative, as defined in section 58(b) of the California Probate Code, or (2) 60 
days from the date of mailing or personal delivery to you of a notice under section 9052 of the California Probate Code. 
Other California statutes and legal authority may affect your rights as a creditor. You may want to consult with an attorney 
knowledgeable in California law.
YOU MAY EXAMINE the file kept by the court. If you are a person interested in the estate, you may file with the court a 
Request for Special Notice (form DE-154) of the filing of an inventory and appraisal of estate assets or of any petition or 
account as provided in Probate Code section 1250. A Request for Special Notice form is available from the court clerk.
PETITIONER SAMUEL CHOE
Self represented
47 BAMBOO, IRVINE CA 92620
562-667-6919
LOS CERRITOS COMMUNITY NEWS 
12/15, 12/22, 12/29/23 AND 1/5/24

CITY OF BELLFLOWER 
16600 CIVIC CENTER DRIVE, 

BELLFLOWER, CA 90706 
 
 
Take Notice that the City of Bellflower is holding funds as set forth below. If funds are not 
claimed by February 20, 2024, these funds will become the property of the City of 
Bellflower in accordance with Government Code § 50052. 
 
Funds may be released to the depositor, their heir, beneficiary, or duly appointed 
representative provided a claim form is completed with the necessary information. The 
required information is as follows: 
 

• Name, address, and telephone number. 
• Proof of identity such as a copy of driver’s license, passport, permanent resident 
card or birth certificate with another form of photo ID. 
• If the owner is deceased, a copy of the legal document authorizing the transfer 
of funds to the legal custodian / trustee / heir such as trust documents or probate 
court order with a copy of the death certificate. 
• Amount of claim. 
• Grounds on which claim is founded. 

 
The Unclaimed Money Claim Form is available at the City of Bellflower Finance 
Department, located at 16600 Civic Center Drive, on the 2nd Floor. 
 
Funds on deposit for over 3 years are: 
 

OUTSTANDING CHECKS 
 

Check 
Date 

Check 
No.  Payee Fund  Check Amount  

3/6/2006 XXX958 Miguel Carrillo 

General 
(Public 
Works 
Deposit)  $             811.00  

5/18/2006 XXX969 Cindy Jimenez General  $               17.80  
6/30/2006 XXX635 Desiree Zavala General  $               25.00  
3/11/2008 XXX153 Vicki Warren General  $               40.00  

6/11/2008 XXX295 Martin Ramirez 

General 
(Public 
Works 
Deposit)  $          1,482.00  

10/24/2008 XXX166 Martha Cisnero General  $               35.00  
2/5/2009 XXX136 Christopher Daley General  $               50.00  
3/10/2009 XXX584 Diana Islas General  $             100.00  
9/1/2009 XXX545 Alvaro De Jesus General  $               90.00  
9/1/2009 XXX555 Jose Hernandez General  $               15.00  

Check 
Date 

Check 
No.  Payee Fund  Check Amount  

3/3/2010 XXX173 CTL Construction Co. 

General 
(Public 
Works 
Deposit)  $             200.00  

5/13/2010 XXX831 Alfred Jenkins General  $               25.00  
6/18/2010 XXX248 Bellflower Pony Baseball General  $             150.00  
6/18/2010 XXX163 Steve Rico / DBA Central Office Works General  $             111.99  
6/18/2010 XXX273 Christine A. Juarez General  $               26.51  
1/31/2011 XXX428 Margarito Deleon General  $               54.00  

7/21/2011 XXX247 Prominent Mortgage Corporation 

General 
(Public 
Works 
Deposit)  $             910.00  

10/3/2011 XXX963 Dania Arana General  $               30.00  
11/3/2011 XXX295 Glynn & Finley LLP General  $               15.00  
9/13/2012 XXX137 Gregory Gonzalez General  $               38.00  
1/16/2013 XXX164 Antonio Gonzalez General  $               57.50  
3/12/2013 XXX779 New Beginnings Fellowship General  $               25.00  
5/31/2013 XXX529 Telecare Corporation General  $             100.00  
7/15/2013 XXX864 Anatoly Chua General  $               25.00  
8/9/2013 XXX121 Faith In God Baptist Church General  $             100.00  
9/4/2013 XXX404 Russell James Thompson General  $               50.00  

12/13/2013 XXX281 Prosonic Corporation 

General 
(Public 
Works 
Deposit)  $             675.00  

2/10/2014 XXX718 BGN Artesia Mini LTD General  $             223.00  
7/16/2014 XXX181 Reggie Deleon General  $             100.00  
2/6/2015 XXX026 Safeguard Code Compliance General  $             113.00  
4/23/2015 XXX720 Jail Ortega General  $             100.00  
5/7/2015 XXX095 James W. Gober III General  $               89.57  
7/1/2015 XXX218 Amir Kamal Abdou General  $               35.65  
7/10/2015 XXX445 Brindia Torres General  $               50.00  
7/16/2015 XXX252 Amir Kamal Abdou General  $               41.99  
8/27/2015 XXX362 James W. Gober III General  $             217.48  
11/4/2015 XXX511 Department of Health Services General  $             311.00  
1/28/2016 XXX697 Joshua Kristopher Livingston General  $               20.73  
3/17/2016 XXX734 Deirdre Llanas General  $             100.00  
7/21/2016 XXX910 Yaricza Perez-Velasquez General  $             100.00  
9/8/2016 XXX227 Amir Kamal Abdou General  $               48.48  
9/20/2016 XXX560 Claudia Leticia Sosa General  $             100.00  
12/15/2016 XXX432 Amir Kamal Abdou General  $               24.24  
2/3/2017 XXX684 Humberto Quintana General  $               57.22  
5/4/2017 XXX703 Amir Kamal Abdou General  $             145.45  

Check 
Date 

Check 
No.  Payee Fund  Check Amount  

5/18/2017 XXX729 Amir Kamal Abdou General  $               48.48  
6/7/2017 XXX752 Oscar Hernandez  General  $             100.00  
9/26/2017 XXX854 Michelle Millikan General  $             100.00  
10/3/2017 XXX924 Janyece Smith General  $             100.00  
5/3/2018 XXX631 Sara Bringas General  $               80.00  
5/9/2018 XXX637 Andrea B. Calip Trust General  $        38,955.00  
5/9/2018 XXX636 Andrea B. Calip Trust General  $        28,357.42  
5/10/2018 XXX696 Carleen Ramirez General  $             100.00  
5/17/2018 XXX827 Teresa Hernandez General  $               40.00  
5/25/2018 XXX861 Andrea B. Calip Trust General  $          3,657.00  
5/31/2018 XXX962 Jessica Monroy General  $             100.00  
5/31/2018 XXX952 California School Employee's Association General  $             100.00  
6/21/2018 XXX147 Oralia Hernandez General  $             100.00  
6/27/2018 XXX193 County of Los Angeles General  $             311.00  
7/19/2018 XXX444 Kathryn Davis General  $               40.00  
8/2/2018 XXX568 Andrea B. Calip Trust General  $          7,314.00  
8/23/2018 XXX788 Arlenedal Pinches General  $             250.00  
8/29/2018 XXX815 Andrea B. Calip Trust General  $          3,657.00  
9/27/2018 XXX051 Andrea B. Calip Trust General  $          3,657.00  
10/29/2018 XXX314 Andrea B. Calip Trust General  $          3,657.00  
11/28/2018 XXX598 Andrea B. Calip Trust General  $          3,657.00  
11/28/2018 XXX639 Michelle Lugo General  $             100.00  
11/28/2018 XXX644 Rachel Monique Palacio General  $             100.00  
12/27/2018 XXX830 Rebeca Zamora General  $               16.00  
1/4/2019 XXX840 Andrea B. Calip Trust General  $          3,657.00  
2/1/2019 XXX032 Andrea B. Calip Trust General  $          3,657.00  
3/1/2019 XXX261 Andrea B. Calip Trust General  $          3,657.00  
3/21/2019 XXX455 Andrea B. Calip Trust General  $          3,657.00  
4/25/2019 XXX802 Andrea B. Calip Trust General  $          3,657.00  
5/9/2019 XXX978 Chazerae Richard General  $               50.00  
5/16/2019 XXX036 Cedrick Eddy Jr General  $             100.00  
5/30/2019 XXX110 Andrea B. Calip Trust General  $          3,657.00  
6/13/2019 XXX305 Billy Tyler Thomas III General  $               38.79  
7/5/2019 XXX440 Andrea B. Calip Trust General  $          3,657.00  
8/8/2019 XXX807 Andrea B. Calip Trust General  $          3,657.00  
8/29/2019 XXX049 Andrea B. Calip Trust General  $          3,657.00  
9/19/2019 XXX537 Billy Tyler Thomas III General  $             103.55  
9/25/2019 XXX289 Andrea B. Calip Trust General  $          3,657.00  
10/25/2019 XXX539 Andrea B. Calip Trust General  $          3,657.00  
11/7/2019 XXX711 Anita Gomez General  $               25.00  
11/26/2019 XXX805 Andrea B. Calip Trust General  $          3,657.00  
12/12/2019 XXX717 Makai Tiwon Smith General  $               66.50  
1/6/2020 XXX102 Andrea B. Calip Trust General  $          3,657.00  

Check 
Date 

Check 
No.  Payee Fund  Check Amount  

1/9/2020 XXX140 Margarita Rihel General  $             100.00  
1/9/2020 XXX771 Sarai Solorzano General  $             212.67  
1/31/2020 XXX318 Jrene Cazarez General  $               36.00  
2/6/2020 XXX347 Andrea B. Calip Trust General  $          3,657.00  
3/3/2020 XXX564 Andrea B. Calip Trust General  $          3,657.00  
3/19/2020 XXX914 Kaylynn James Cebula General  $               96.04  
3/27/2020 XXX846 Ismael Morales Juarez General  $               27.00  
3/27/2020 XXX850 Adan Ortiz Ortega General  $               48.33  
3/27/2020 XXX855 Anthony Pugh General  $               28.00  
4/1/2020 XXX883 Andrea B. Calip Trust General  $          3,657.00  
4/10/2020 XXX082 Kimberly White General  $               55.33  
4/30/2020 XXX194 Andrea B. Calip Trust General  $          3,657.00  
6/1/2020 XXX363 Andrea B. Calip Trust General  $          3,657.00  
7/1/2020 XXX545 Andrea B. Calip Trust General  $          3,657.00  
8/6/2020 XXX779 Andrea B. Calip Trust General  $          3,657.00  
9/2/2020 XXX950 Andrea B. Calip Trust General  $          3,657.00  
9/30/2020 XXX107 Andrea B. Calip Trust General  $          3,657.00  
10/22/2020 XXX296 Lily Elizabeth Hightower General  $             100.00  
10/29/2020 XXX309 Andrea B. Calip Trust General  $          3,657.00  
12/3/2020 XXX546 Andrea B. Calip Trust General  $          3,657.00  
  Grand Total   $      190,588.72  

 
 

CITY OF BELLFLOWER
16600 CIVIC CENTER DRIVE,

BELLFLOWER, CA 90706

Take Notice that the City of Bellflower is holding funds as set forth below. If funds are not claimed 
by February 20, 2024, these funds will become the property of the City of Bellflower in accordance 
with Government Code § 50052.

Funds may be released to the depositor, their heir, beneficiary, or duly appointed representative 
provided a claim form is completed with the necessary information. The required information is as 
follows:

• Name, address, and telephone number.
• Proof of identity such as a copy of driver’s license, passport, permanent resident card or birth certif-
icate with another form of photo ID.
• If the owner is deceased, a copy of the legal document authorizing the transfer of funds to the legal 
custodian / trustee / heir such as trust documents or probate court order with a copy of the death 
certificate.
• Amount of claim.
• Grounds on which claim is founded.

The Unclaimed Money Claim Form is available at the City of Bellflower Finance Department, locat-
ed at 16600 Civic Center Drive, on the 2nd Floor.

Funds on deposit for over 3 years are:

OUTSTANDING CHECKS

Check 
Date 

Check 
No.  Payee Fund  Check Amount  

5/18/2017 XXX729 Amir Kamal Abdou General  $               48.48  
6/7/2017 XXX752 Oscar Hernandez  General  $             100.00  
9/26/2017 XXX854 Michelle Millikan General  $             100.00  
10/3/2017 XXX924 Janyece Smith General  $             100.00  
5/3/2018 XXX631 Sara Bringas General  $               80.00  
5/9/2018 XXX637 Andrea B. Calip Trust General  $        38,955.00  
5/9/2018 XXX636 Andrea B. Calip Trust General  $        28,357.42  
5/10/2018 XXX696 Carleen Ramirez General  $             100.00  
5/17/2018 XXX827 Teresa Hernandez General  $               40.00  
5/25/2018 XXX861 Andrea B. Calip Trust General  $          3,657.00  
5/31/2018 XXX962 Jessica Monroy General  $             100.00  
5/31/2018 XXX952 California School Employee's Association General  $             100.00  
6/21/2018 XXX147 Oralia Hernandez General  $             100.00  
6/27/2018 XXX193 County of Los Angeles General  $             311.00  
7/19/2018 XXX444 Kathryn Davis General  $               40.00  
8/2/2018 XXX568 Andrea B. Calip Trust General  $          7,314.00  
8/23/2018 XXX788 Arlenedal Pinches General  $             250.00  
8/29/2018 XXX815 Andrea B. Calip Trust General  $          3,657.00  
9/27/2018 XXX051 Andrea B. Calip Trust General  $          3,657.00  
10/29/2018 XXX314 Andrea B. Calip Trust General  $          3,657.00  
11/28/2018 XXX598 Andrea B. Calip Trust General  $          3,657.00  
11/28/2018 XXX639 Michelle Lugo General  $             100.00  
11/28/2018 XXX644 Rachel Monique Palacio General  $             100.00  
12/27/2018 XXX830 Rebeca Zamora General  $               16.00  
1/4/2019 XXX840 Andrea B. Calip Trust General  $          3,657.00  
2/1/2019 XXX032 Andrea B. Calip Trust General  $          3,657.00  
3/1/2019 XXX261 Andrea B. Calip Trust General  $          3,657.00  
3/21/2019 XXX455 Andrea B. Calip Trust General  $          3,657.00  
4/25/2019 XXX802 Andrea B. Calip Trust General  $          3,657.00  
5/9/2019 XXX978 Chazerae Richard General  $               50.00  
5/16/2019 XXX036 Cedrick Eddy Jr General  $             100.00  
5/30/2019 XXX110 Andrea B. Calip Trust General  $          3,657.00  
6/13/2019 XXX305 Billy Tyler Thomas III General  $               38.79  
7/5/2019 XXX440 Andrea B. Calip Trust General  $          3,657.00  
8/8/2019 XXX807 Andrea B. Calip Trust General  $          3,657.00  
8/29/2019 XXX049 Andrea B. Calip Trust General  $          3,657.00  
9/19/2019 XXX537 Billy Tyler Thomas III General  $             103.55  
9/25/2019 XXX289 Andrea B. Calip Trust General  $          3,657.00  
10/25/2019 XXX539 Andrea B. Calip Trust General  $          3,657.00  
11/7/2019 XXX711 Anita Gomez General  $               25.00  
11/26/2019 XXX805 Andrea B. Calip Trust General  $          3,657.00  
12/12/2019 XXX717 Makai Tiwon Smith General  $               66.50  
1/6/2020 XXX102 Andrea B. Calip Trust General  $          3,657.00  

Check 
Date 

Check 
No.  Payee Fund  Check Amount  

5/18/2017 XXX729 Amir Kamal Abdou General  $               48.48  
6/7/2017 XXX752 Oscar Hernandez  General  $             100.00  
9/26/2017 XXX854 Michelle Millikan General  $             100.00  
10/3/2017 XXX924 Janyece Smith General  $             100.00  
5/3/2018 XXX631 Sara Bringas General  $               80.00  
5/9/2018 XXX637 Andrea B. Calip Trust General  $        38,955.00  
5/9/2018 XXX636 Andrea B. Calip Trust General  $        28,357.42  
5/10/2018 XXX696 Carleen Ramirez General  $             100.00  
5/17/2018 XXX827 Teresa Hernandez General  $               40.00  
5/25/2018 XXX861 Andrea B. Calip Trust General  $          3,657.00  
5/31/2018 XXX962 Jessica Monroy General  $             100.00  
5/31/2018 XXX952 California School Employee's Association General  $             100.00  
6/21/2018 XXX147 Oralia Hernandez General  $             100.00  
6/27/2018 XXX193 County of Los Angeles General  $             311.00  
7/19/2018 XXX444 Kathryn Davis General  $               40.00  
8/2/2018 XXX568 Andrea B. Calip Trust General  $          7,314.00  
8/23/2018 XXX788 Arlenedal Pinches General  $             250.00  
8/29/2018 XXX815 Andrea B. Calip Trust General  $          3,657.00  
9/27/2018 XXX051 Andrea B. Calip Trust General  $          3,657.00  
10/29/2018 XXX314 Andrea B. Calip Trust General  $          3,657.00  
11/28/2018 XXX598 Andrea B. Calip Trust General  $          3,657.00  
11/28/2018 XXX639 Michelle Lugo General  $             100.00  
11/28/2018 XXX644 Rachel Monique Palacio General  $             100.00  
12/27/2018 XXX830 Rebeca Zamora General  $               16.00  
1/4/2019 XXX840 Andrea B. Calip Trust General  $          3,657.00  
2/1/2019 XXX032 Andrea B. Calip Trust General  $          3,657.00  
3/1/2019 XXX261 Andrea B. Calip Trust General  $          3,657.00  
3/21/2019 XXX455 Andrea B. Calip Trust General  $          3,657.00  
4/25/2019 XXX802 Andrea B. Calip Trust General  $          3,657.00  
5/9/2019 XXX978 Chazerae Richard General  $               50.00  
5/16/2019 XXX036 Cedrick Eddy Jr General  $             100.00  
5/30/2019 XXX110 Andrea B. Calip Trust General  $          3,657.00  
6/13/2019 XXX305 Billy Tyler Thomas III General  $               38.79  
7/5/2019 XXX440 Andrea B. Calip Trust General  $          3,657.00  
8/8/2019 XXX807 Andrea B. Calip Trust General  $          3,657.00  
8/29/2019 XXX049 Andrea B. Calip Trust General  $          3,657.00  
9/19/2019 XXX537 Billy Tyler Thomas III General  $             103.55  
9/25/2019 XXX289 Andrea B. Calip Trust General  $          3,657.00  
10/25/2019 XXX539 Andrea B. Calip Trust General  $          3,657.00  
11/7/2019 XXX711 Anita Gomez General  $               25.00  
11/26/2019 XXX805 Andrea B. Calip Trust General  $          3,657.00  
12/12/2019 XXX717 Makai Tiwon Smith General  $               66.50  
1/6/2020 XXX102 Andrea B. Calip Trust General  $          3,657.00  

Published at Los Cerritos Community Newspaper 12/22 and 12/29/23

NOTICE AND SUMMARY OF ORDINANCE NO.  23-948
AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF ARTESIA AMENDING 
CHAPTER 2 OF TITLE 9, ARTICLE 13.5 TO AMEND CERTAIN REGULATIONS OF 

THE ARTESIA MUNICIPAL CODE REGARDING INCIDENTAL OUTDOOR USES 
AND INCIDENTAL OUTDOOR SEATING

Notice is hereby given that on December 18, 2023, the City Council of the City of 
Artesia adopted Ordinance No. 23-948 making certain amendments and additions to 
the Artesia Municipal Code related to Incidental Outdoor Uses and Incidental Outdoor 

Seating.  The following is a summary of the proposed Ordinance: 
·	 The City of Artesia currently permits Incidental Outdoor Uses and Incidental 

Outdoor Seating in the Municipal Code. The amendments address the 
limitations of the City’s existing code related to Incidental Outdoor Uses and 
Incidental Outdoor seating.  The amendments are more relevant in terms of 
Permit Timeframe, Clearance Space for Pedestrian Traffic, Placement, and 
Maximum Number of Outdoor Seats.  

Please note that the above is a simply a summary of the Ordinance.  To obtain a full 
understanding of the Ordinance it should be read in its entirety.  A copy of the full text 
of the Ordinance is posted in the City Clerk’s office at 18747 Clarkdale Avenue, Artesia, 
California 90701. The Ordinance was adopted by the City Council by the following vote: 
Ayes: Manalo, Ramoso, Trevino, Taj, Lima; Noes: None; Absent: None; Abstain: None     
Jennifer Alderete, City Clerk   Date: December 22, 2023

Published at LCCN 12/22/29
         

GOT SAFETY?
 Be safe!

 Drive defensively!

 Live defensively!

Learn how at www.safercerritos.com

GOT SAFETY?
 Be safe!

 Drive defensively!

 Live defensively!

Learn how at www.safercerritos.com

Be alert!

GOT SAFETY?
 Be safe!

 Drive defensively!

 Live defensively!

Learn how at www.safercerritos.com

Be informed!
Be prepared!

Visit www.crimemapping.com for easy access to current neighborhood crime reports, statistics and maps.
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Extra Space Storage, on behalf of itself or its affiliates, Life Storage or Storage Express, will hold a public auction to sell personal 
property described below belonging to those individuals listed below at location indicated: 10753 Artesia Blvd., Cerritos, CA 90703 on 
01/10/2024 at 11:00 AM.

Alejandra Lopez- Household items Jason Berglund- Household items
Marques Johnson- Household items, music equipment Ebony Lewis- boxes, queen beds
Elizabeth Thomas- boxes, medical supplies, wheelchair
Anthony Tipton- Rims, arcade games, boxes
Karla Sanchez- home decorations and boxes 
PAUL KIEFER - Household items
Ardana Bonds- Household items
Erik Johnson- boxes of items, loveseat, couch
Phyllis Griddine-Tate- household items, exercise equipment

The auction will be listed and advertised on www.storagetreasures.com. Purchases must be made with cash only and paid at the above 
referenced facility in order to complete the transaction. Extra Space Storage may refuse any bid and may rescind any purchase up until the 
winning bidder takes possession of the personal property.

Published at LCCN 12/22 and 12/29/23

 
NOTICE OF PETITION TO ADMINISTER ESTATE OF:
GUADALUPE GOMEZ AKA GUADALUPE GOMEZ JAUREGUI AKA GUADALUPE JAUREGUE GOMEZ
CASE NO. 23STPB13370
To all heirs, beneficiaries, creditors, contingent creditors, and persons who may otherwise be interested in the WILL or estate, or both of 
GUADALUPE GOMEZ AKA GUADALUPE GOMEZ JAUREGUI AKA GUADALUPE JAUREGUE GOMEZ.
A PETITION FOR PROBATE has been filed by GABRIELA BARAJAS in the Superior Court of California, County of LOS ANGELES.
THE PETITION FOR PROBATE requests that GABRIELA BARAJAS be appointed as personal representative to administer the estate 
of the decedent.
THE PETITION requests authority to administer the estate under the Independent Administration of Estates Act. (This authority will 
allow the personal representative to take many actions without obtaining court approval. Before taking certain very important actions, 
however, the personal representative will be required to give notice to interested persons unless they have waived notice or consented to 
the proposed action.) The independent administration authority will be granted unless an interested person files an objection to the petition 
and shows good cause why the court should not grant the authority.
A HEARING on the petition will be held in this court as follows: 01/10/24 at 8:30AM in Dept. 2D located at 111 N. HILL ST., LOS 
ANGELES, CA 90012
IF YOU OBJECT to the granting of the petition, you should appear at the hearing and state your objections or file written objections with 
the court before the hearing. Your appearance may be in person or by your attorney.
IF YOU ARE A CREDITOR or a contingent creditor of the decedent, you must file your claim with the court and mail a copy to the per-
sonal representative appointed by the court within the later of either (1) four months from the date of first issuance of letters to a general 
personal representative, as defined in section 58(b) of the California Probate Code, or (2) 60 days from the date of mailing or personal 
delivery to you of a notice under section 9052 of the California Probate Code.
Other California statutes and legal authority may affect your rights as a creditor. You may want to consult with an attorney knowledgeable 
in California law.
YOU MAY EXAMINE the file kept by the court. If you are a person interested in the estate, you may file with the court a Request for 
Special Notice (form DE-154) of the filing of an inventory and appraisal of estate assets or of any petition or account as provided in 
Probate Code section 1250. A Request for Special Notice form is available from the court clerk.
Attorney for Petitioner
JENNIFER A. LUMSDAINE, ESQ. - SBN 232751,
TREDWAY, LUMSDAINE & DOYLE LLP
3900 KILROY AIRPORT WAY, SUITE 240
LONG BEACH CA 90806,
Telephone (562) 923-0971
BSC 224364
12/15, 12/22, 12/29/23
CNS-3764494#
HAWAIIAN GARDENS COMMUNITY NEWS

NOTICE OF PETITION TO ADMINISTER ES-TATE OF TODD LEE aka TODD ERON LEE
Case No. 23STPB13298
 To all heirs, beneficiaries, creditors, contingent creditors, and persons who may otherwise be inter-ested in the will or estate, 
or both, of TODD LEE aka TODD ERON LEE
 A PETITION FOR PROBATE has been filed by Brian C. Lee in the Superior Court of California, County of LOS ANGE-
LES.
 THE PETITION FOR PROBATE requests that Brian C. Lee be appointed as personal representa-tive to administer the 
estate of the decedent.
 THE PETITION requests authority to administer the estate under the Independent Administration of Estates Act. (This 
authority will allow the personal representative to take many actions without obtain-ing court approval. Before taking certain very im-por-
tant actions, however, the personal representa-tive will be required to give notice to interested persons unless they have waived notice or 
con-sented to the proposed action.) The independent administration authority will be granted unless an interested person files an objection 
to the petition and shows good cause why the court should not grant the authority.
 A HEARING on the petition will be held on January 16, 2024 at 8:30 AM in Dept. No. 44 locat-ed at 111 N. Hill St., Los 
Angeles, CA 90012.
 IF YOU OBJECT to the granting of the petition, you should appear at the hearing and state your objections or file written 
objections with the court before the hearing. Your appearance may be in person or by your attorney.
 IF YOU ARE A CREDITOR or a contingent creditor of the decedent, you must file your claim with the court and mail a 
copy to the personal rep-resentative appointed by the court within the later of either (1) four months from the date of first issuance of 
letters to a general personal representative, as defined in section 58(b) of the California Probate Code, or (2) 60 days from the date of 
mailing or personal delivery to you of a notice under section 9052 of the California Probate Code.
 Other California statutes and legal authority may affect your rights as a creditor. You may want to consult with an attorney 
knowledgeable in Cali-fornia law.
 YOU MAY EXAMINE the file kept by the court. If you are a person interested in the estate, you may file with the court 
a Request for Special Notice (form DE-154) of the filing of an inventory and appraisal of estate assets or of any petition or account as 
pro-vided in Probate Code section 1250. A Request for Special Notice form is available from the court clerk.
Attorney for petitioner:
CATHERINE GRANT WIEDER ESQ
SBN 105714
LAW OFFICES OF
CATHERINE GRANT WIEDER
3223 E BROADWAY
LONG BEACH CA 90803
CN102152 LEE Dec 15,22,29, 2023

NOTICE OF PETITION TO ADMIN-ISTER ESTATE OF STEVEN HENRY SMITH
Case No. 23STPB13369
 To all heirs, beneficiaries, creditors, contingent creditors, and persons who may otherwise be interested in the will or estate, 
or both, of STEVEN HENRY SMITH
 A PETITION FOR PROBATE has been filed by David Henry Smith in the Superior Court of California, County of LOS 
ANGE-LES.
 THE PETITION FOR PROBATE requests that David Henry Smith be appointed as personal representative to administer 
the estate of the decedent.
 THE PETITION requests authority to administer the estate under the Independent Administration of Estates Act. (This 
authority will allow the personal representative to take many actions without obtaining court ap-proval. Before taking certain very import-
ant actions, however, the personal representative will be required to give notice to interested persons unless they have waived notice or 
consented to the proposed action.) The independent administration authority will be granted unless an interested person files an objection 
to the petition and shows good cause why the court should not grant the authority.
 A HEARING on the petition will be held on January 3, 2024 at 8:30 AM in Dept. No. 29 located at 111 N. Hill St., Los 
Angeles, CA 90012.
 IF YOU OBJECT to the granting of the petition, you should appear at the hearing and state your objections or file written 
objections with the court before the hearing. Your appearance may be in person or by your attorney.
 IF YOU ARE A CREDITOR or a con-tingent creditor of the decedent, you must file your claim with the court and mail 
a copy to the personal representative appointed by the court within the later of either (1) four months from the date of first issuance of 
letters to a general personal representative, as defined in section 58(b) of the California Probate Code, or (2) 60 days from the date of 
mailing or personal delivery to you of a notice under section 9052 of the California Probate Code.
 Other California statutes and legal au-thority may affect your rights as a creditor. You may want to consult with an attorney 
knowledgeable in California law.
 YOU MAY EXAMINE the file kept by the court. If you are a person interested in the estate, you may file with the court 
a Request for Special Notice (form DE-154) of the filing of an inventory and appraisal of estate assets or of any petition or account as 
provided in Probate Code section 1250. A Request for Special Notice form is available from the court clerk.
Attorney for petitioner:
CATHERINE GRANT WIEDER ESQ
SBN 105714
LAW OFFICES OF
CATHERINE GRANT WIEDER
3223 E BROADWAY
LONG BEACH CA 90803
LCCN 12/8, 12/15, 12/22/23

Extra Space Storage, on behalf of itself or its affiliates, Life Storage or Storage Express, will hold a public auction to sell personal 
property described below belonging to those individuals listed below at location indicated: 17701 Ibbetson Ave.  Bellflower, Ca. 90706 
on January 10, 2024, at 12:30 p.m.
Exquisito Catering- Jimmy Prieto- personal items, 2bedroom home

The auction will be listed and advertised on www.storagetreasures.com. Purchases must be made with cash only and paid at the above 
referenced facility in order to complete the transaction. Extra Space Storage may refuse any bid and may rescind any purchase up until the 
winning bidder takes possession of the personal property.  

Published at LCCN 12/22 and 12/29/23

ABC UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICT
NOTICE CALLING FOR BID

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the ABC Unified School District will receive up to but not later 
than 11:00 AM on the 1st day of February, 2024 Bids for:
 

ABC Bid # 1640 E-Rate Equipment and Installation

All bids shall be made and presented on a form furnished by the District. Bids submitted shall 
conform to the terms and conditions stated on said form. Bid Form shall be available on the ABC 
Unified School District Website (www.ABCUSD.k12.ca.us) starting December 22, 2023. Hard 
copies of the bid response shall be received in the office of the Purchasing Department at 16700 
Norwalk Blvd., Cerritos, CA 90703 and shall be opened. No electronic submission shall be accepted.

In compliance with the Code of Federal Regulations, Title 45 – Public Welfare, Subtitle A – 
Department of health and Human Services Part 92 – Uniform Administrative Requirement for Grants 
and Cooperative Agreements to State and Local Governments, the District endeavors to solicit bids 
from small and minority firms, women’s business enterprise and labor surplus area firms General 
Contractors are encouraged to do the same for subcontractors.

This is an E-Rate Project, bidder must Be thoroughly familiar with all rules or regulations regarding 
the E-Rate program.  SPIN number is required at the time of bid opening and shall be listed on the bid 
documents.

Los Cerritos Community News     December 22, 2023
       December 29, 2023

Published at Los Cerritos Community News 12/22 and 12/29/23

UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICT
NOTICE CALLING FOR BID

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the ABC Unified School District will receive up to but not later 
than 2:00 PM on the 6th day of February 2024 Bids for:
 

ABC Bid # 1636 Fedde Middle School Modernization

All bids shall be made and presented on a form furnished by the District. Bids submitted shall 
conform to the terms and conditions stated on said form. There will be a mandatory jobwalk at 9:00 
AM Sharp on January 9, 2024 at Fedde Middle School 21409 S Elaine Ave., Hawaiian Gardens. 
ABC Bids shall be received in the office of the Purchasing Department at 16700 Norwalk Blvd., 
Cerritos, CA 90703 and shall be opened and publicly read aloud at the above-stated time and place. 
Bidders may obtain Bid Documents by written request to esthela.perez@abcusd.us.  All public works 
are subject to prevailing wage payments. License Class B will be required.
 
Los Cerritos News     December 22, 2023
      December 29, 2023 
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ABC UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICT

NOTICE CALLING FOR BID

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the ABC Unified School District will receive up to but not later 
than 11:00 AM on the 25th day of January, 2024 Bids for:
 

ABC Bid # 1638 Roofing at Various Sites

All bids shall be made and presented on a form furnished by the District. Bids submitted shall 
conform to the terms and conditions stated on said form. Bids shall be received in the office of 
the Purchasing Department at 16700 Norwalk Blvd., Cerritos, CA 90703 and shall be opened and 
publicly read aloud at the above-stated time and place. Only Bidders participating at the mandatory 
jobwalk on January 4, 2024 at 9:00 AM sharp at the Carver Elementary School 19200 Ely St., 
Cerritos. will be emailed the bid documents.  All public works are subject to prevailing wage 
payments, Valid License Class C-39 Contractor's License and DIR Registration will be required.

Los Cerritos News     December 22, 2023
      December 29, 2023
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NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the Cerritos City Council will conduct a public hearing at a 
regular meeting on Thursday, January 25, 2024 at 7:00 p.m. on the following matter: REVIEW AND 
CONSIDERATION OF A COMPREHENSIVE ASSESSMENT OF THE CITY’S EXISTING 
TRANSPORTATION SERVICES, THE CERRITOS ON WHEELS (COW) FIXED-ROUTE 
SERVICE AND THE DIAL-A-RIDE DEMAND-RESPONSE SERVICE, AND A REQUEST 
FOR CITY COUNCIL DIRECTION REGARDING POTENTIAL MODIFICATIONS TO THE 
CITY’S TRANSPORTATION SERVICES. This public hearing will be conducted in person in the 
Cerritos City Council Chamber, 18125 Bloomfield Avenue, Cerritos, California, 90703. The meeting 
will also air live on Cerritos TV3 and will be streamed over the City of Cerritos website at www.
cerritos.us. A copy of the related agenda report will be available for download from the website on the 
Friday prior to the public hearing. Public comments can be provided during the meeting or via email 
to city_clerk@cerritos.us or by hard copy to the Office of the City Clerk no later than 3:00 p.m. on 
the day of the meeting. Please identify the agenda item number in the subject line of the email or hard 
copy document. All written correspondence received by the 3:00 p.m. deadline will be distributed to 
the legislative body prior to the meeting. During the meeting, your name and summary comments will 
be read into the record. The document will be retained with the public record of the meeting. If you 
challenge the above-mentioned item and related actions in court, you may be limited to raising only 
those issues you or someone else raised at the public hearing described in this notice, or in written 
correspondence emailed to the Office of the City Clerk by the submission deadline, prior to the public 
hearing. Any person interested in this matter may contact the Office of the City Clerk at (562) 916-1248 
for additional information and/or appear at the hearing in person or by agent and be heard. /s/ Vida 
Barone, City Clerk/Treasurer

Published at Los Cerritos Community News 12/22/23

ABC UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICT
NOTICE CALLING FOR BID

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the ABC Unified School District will receive up to but not later 
than 2:00 PM on the 1st day of February, 2024 Bids for:
 

ABC Bid # 1641 E-Rate Data Cabling – Unit Price
 

All bids shall be made and presented on a form furnished by the District. Bids submitted shall 
conform to the terms and conditions stated on said form. Bids shall be received in the office of the 
Purchasing Department at 16700 Norwalk Blvd., Cerritos, CA 90703 and shall be opened and 
publicly read aloud at the above-stated time and place. 
Bidders may request for Bid Documents by calling (562) 926-5566 x 21218 Esthela Perez.  All 
public works are subject to prevailing wage payments, Valid License valid Class C-10 or C-7 
Contractor's License and DIR Registration will be required.

In compliance with the Code of Federal Regulations, Title 45 – Public Welfare, Subtitle A – 
Department of health and Human Services Part 92 – Uniform Administrative Requirement for Grants 
and Cooperative Agreements to State and Local Governments, the District endeavors to solicit bids 
from small and minority firms, women’s business enterprise and labor surplus area firms General 
Contractors are encouraged to do the same for subcontractors.

This is an E-Rate Project, bidder must Be thoroughly familiar with all rules or regulations regarding 
the E-Rate program.  SPIN number is required at the time of bid opening and shall be listed on the bid 
documents.

Los Cerritos News     December 22, 2023
      December 29, 2023
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flower City Council for most of those 
four years.

Even after the revelation and fallout, 
a recent public records request by LCCN 
shows that Garza remains delinquent on 
his business license fees.

But that is not the worst part of Gar-
za’s SEI; buried on the list as a client is a 
company that will call into serious ques-
tion Garza’s personal morals and ethics.

Garza listed La Luz Del Mundo (La 
Luz) as a client, the mega-church whose 
leader pled guilty to heinous sexual acts 
with minors in June 2022; additional sex 
charges have recently been in October.

In June of 2019, La Luz leader Joa-
quim Garcia and three others were hit 
with 36 felony counts that included hu-
man trafficking, production of child por-
nography, and forcible rape of a minor.

The case dragged on until June of 
2022 when Garcia, originally facing 36 
charges, took a last-minute plea deal.

Garcia pleaded guilty to two counts 
of forcible oral copulation involving mi-
nors and one count of a lewd act upon a 
child who was 15 years old.

The Attorney General said at the 
time, “Garcia abused his authority to 
take advantage of children while relying 
on his followers to groom congregants 
for the purposes of sexual assault.”

Despite the charges, Garza admitted 
to LCCN that “due to a previous com-
mitment,” he took La Luz on as a client 
with his private company Six-Heron af-
ter Garcia’s indictment and represented 
the church during the height of felony 
sex charges proceedings from January 
2021 to March 2022.

When asked about the client, Garza 
deflected, shockingly calling Garcia a 
prophet and comparing him to the Pope. 
“Just as the Pope in the Vatican is not the 
Catholic Church and its millions upon 
millions of followers and believers, their 
now-convicted prophet is not one and 
the same.”

In another statement, Garza repeated 
the moniker, calling the convicted pedo-
phile and sex trafficker a prophet.

“The client of my former employ-
er and me was in fact the church itself, 
La Luz Del Mundo, and its millions 
of followers and believers focused on 

their incredible faith-based charity work 
throughout the world, and not the proph-
et himself,” wrote Garza.

A recent Netflix documentary showed 
that the church knew and supported the 
trafficking, child pornography and sex-
ual harassment, and worse, that the 

church would retaliate and harass mem-
bers who filed complaints; this while La 
Luz Del Mundo was Garza’s client, with 
Garza lauding the church’s “incredible 
faith-based charity work throughout the 
world.”

But it gets murkier for Garza; a clos-

er examination shows that Garza may 
have attempted to hide the fact that La 
Luz was his client on a 2022 SEI.

On Garza’s Candidate SEI filed in 
August 2022 with the city of Bellflower, 
Garza did not list La Luz as a client.

When asked about the omission, Gar-
za told LCCN, “My non-inclusion of La 
Luz Del Mundo as a client of my firm 
in my candidate FPPC form 700 submit-
ted to the [Bellflower] city clerk on Au-
gust 6, 2022, was an unintentional error, 
thank you [LCCN] for bringing that to 
my attention…..it should have been in-
cluded and that’s an unintentional error 
on my part.”

But was it “unintentional,” on Gar-
za’s 2021 SEI, LCCN found that La Luz 
was once again not listed.

When asked about the second omis-
sion, Garza described an odd business 
relationship where he worked for La Luz 
for an entire year in 2021 but got paid 
more working for only three months 
in 2022, completing his work with the 
church just three months before Garcia 
pleading guilty.

In his statement, Garza indicated that, 
during the height of felony sex charges 
proceedings involving Garcia, he met 
with La Luz church leadership and “in-
creased his compensation.”

Six months later, the “prophet,” as 
Garza called him, pled guilty to two 
counts of forcible oral copulation in-
volving minors and one count of a lewd 
act upon a child who was 15 years old.

Garza told LCCN, “The reason they 
[La Luz Del Mundo] were not included 
in my year [Sic] 2021 FPPC form 700 
is because my firm’s rate for services 
resulted in them compensating my firm 
less than $10k during all of 2021. Rates 
for my firm’s services with that client 
[La Luz Del Mundo] increased in Jan-
uary 2022, resulting in them compen-
sating my firm for services in excess of 
$10,000 during the three-month period 
from January to March 2022.”

In the end, Garza tried to spin his re-
lationship, texting, “The contracted rela-
tionship with La Luz Del Mundo ended 
way before his conviction.”

In reality, the contracted relation-
ship ended only three months before the 
guilty plea.

GARZA from page 1

JUAN GARZA’S incoming SEI Form 700 filed with Central Basin Water. The 
Schedule A-2 requires the filer to list companies that pay the filer $10,000 or more 
during the year. The last on the list is La Luz Del Mundo, which Garza represented 
for fifteen months after the leader of La Luz was indicted for heinous sexual acts.

Warmest thoughts and best wishes for a wonderful
Christmas and Holiday Season. May peace, love,

prosperity follow you always.

MERRY

Christmas
and Happy New Year!



16 To advertise call 562-407-3873Online at  loscerritosnews.net DECEMBER 22, 2023


